
PREFACE

1N presenting to the public a work, of this nature, it seems

to the Editor that a word or two of introduction or l)re-

face is ail that is requîred. In turning over the leaves of
ibis volume and sceing portrayed thereon the fcaturcs of

sume of the trimbers of tht'- Benchi and Bar of the Pro-

vince of Quebcc, who hav e bdlped 10) mrake SO justly

fanious the legal systern of this Province, both as regards

the framing of its lawi and tLheir admninistraitionI, e\,cFyone

must feel that the pinrpose and ncd of the work arc selIf-

explanatory.

ln our Province we can hoaz4is of a sy'steni of civil law

directly dcscended from the grea'r body of the Roman

Law as, compiled by the great Roman jurists. This law

bas corne dlown to us through French chanrels, and into

the great -stream bave flowcd numerous smnall trîbutaries

in the way of amendments and alterations, l)rlncipally

thc work of the celebrated Fren-ch authors, and il bas

finally been codified and put in uts liresent condition by

a commission appointed by our own Provincial Govern-

ment, wbicb completed its labours in tbý ycar i 866. Jn
addtin o his splendid Civil Iaw we bave practically

the Englisb systemn of ('orm'rcial and ('riminal law, and

therefore we bave in tbe Province of Quicbec tlîe very best

work of the great jurists of botb France and England.

Altbough our law is not a fabric of decisions and

precedients to the samn, extent as tbe English law, neyer-

tbeless the jurisprudence of cur Courts has a great in-


