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mystery for some time why Chatham 
should be without an electric current 
for power purposes. Probably the 
gentlemen who comprise the Chat­
ham Gas & Electric Light Company 
know what they are doing, but surely 
if an all-day current pays in such 
places as Stratford, St. Thomas and 
many smaller places it could be made 
pay in this the best city of its size 
in Ontario. *

It is true that for some years 
past we have had a day current dur­
ing the summer months to supply , 
power for the electric fans. But if 
the current could be assured all ‘the 
year round, would not many of our 
citizens who require power, avail 
themselves of it and supply them­
selves with electric motors?

No other power is so desirable for 
wood turners, printers, machinists, 
(in shops not too large) dentists, gun- 
smiths, jewelers, etc., etc. Besides, 
many of our stores would, in all pro­
bability, put in elevators and in a, 
great many ways the all-day current 
would very soon become a paying 
institution and add materially to our 
citylike ways.i

Just at the present time when a 
good deal of attention is being given 4 
to the investigation of the Gamey 
charges in the local House, it might 
not be amiss to draw the attention 
of those having authority to the

440040444*4*0*40444444444444*44444*44444444444444444try. The name is spelled in this 
work Brisco. There are a number 
of families of Briscos in Ireland but 
they spell their name Briscoe. They 
too, are a branch of the English j 
family. Ages ago some member of 
the English family went over to Ire-I 
Land and settled. All the Briscos in 
England and Ireland are sprung from I 
this one head. The surname was 
originally De Birksheagh. The pro-I 
genitor of the English branch came 1 
to England with William the Con­
queror. He was ot the Norman | 
French race. They lived at Birks- 
heagh or Birkshoog near Newbiggin 
in a lordship belonging to the Priory I 
of Carlisle. Later the name came to 
be spelled Brisco. The abode was call-1 
ed the Manor of Brisco or Brisco- 
thorn. Isold Brisco obtained the 
Manor of Crofton, Wirihow and Dun-I 
draw, with Margaret his wife, daugh­
ter and heiress of Sir John Crofton, I 
of Crofton, Cumberland County. The1 
Briscos, after this, were known as | 
the Briscos of Crofton. Crofton was 
the home or seat of the family. I 
Christopher Brisco, of Crofton, in the I 
time of Tudor dynasty was taken 
prisoner at the burning of Wigton.
After this, Burk’s History of the | 
Landed Gentry then skips over twelve 
descendants of the family from I 
Christopher Brisco. These are given 
in full in Burk’s History of the Com- 
moner. The twelfth descendant from 
Christopher Brisco was the Rev. John 
Brisco, D. D., of Crofton Hall, Cum­
berland County, rector of Orton. His 
son John was created a baronel in 
July, 1782. He was succeeded by his| 
son Wastell Brisco. The motto of : 
the family is “post virtutem curro." 
The Brisco family had only one crest. 
It represents at the top a grey- 
bound running after a hare, beneath 
are three greyhounds also running.
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MAPLE CITY’S NEW LIBRARY.

The Gr nerous Gift of a Series of New and Valuable 
Works by a Philanthropic Ortizen, who le Inter- 
ested In Literary Pursuits.

What the Maple City Police Court Statistics for the
Past Year Show.—Churches are well represent­
ed In Criminal Records.
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ing on the sidewalk by-law, when it 
fell into the hands of the City Council.

“Camelia, a Western Love Story,” 
by School Trustee H. S. Clements. 
This is a very touching little romance.

"Fish and their Habits,” by Vitel 
Goudreau, with editorial introduction 
by G. S. Heyward. This work is in 
284 volumes. It is a charming pisca­
torial narrative abounding in naw 
and startling situations.

“Belts and How to Make Them,” 
by Susie. This is a sweet story told 
in Light effeminate language.

“How the City Buncoed the Tennis 
Club," by Dr. Musson, in two volumes. 
This is a bitter satire. There used 
to be good grounds for the story or 
rather before it.

“Best Ways to Sell Bad Oil Stock,” 
by the Banner man. This is purely 
a work of fiction.

"The Office Seeker.” This work is 
anonymous but, of late, several well 
known names have been connected 
with the authorship.

A Maple City man of marke liter­
ary proclivities purposes to make up 
a collection of rare volumes for the 
new Carnegie Library in this city. 
His selection will include the follow­
ing:

"Confessions of a Manager," by 
Fred. H. Brisco, of the Grand Opera 
House. This is a volume of travels 
in Kent County, containing the story 
of incidents that Mr. Brisco partici­
pated in while running around his 
theatrical circuit. Mr. Brisco had the 
theatres at Wallaceburg, Dresden, 
Blenheim and Ridgetown leased this 
year, and the work contains many 
interesting stories from life, never 
before published. The presses broke 

I down after printing the first edition, 
which was limited to one copy—very 
rare.

"Autobiography of the Funniest 
Man Alive," by W. W. Scane, revised 
and expurgated by Capt. Fred. B. 
Stevens.

“How to be a Soldier, a Story of 
|Hard Work and Military Life,” by 

Lieut. Norman D. Harper.
| “Etiquette and Rules for the Con- 
Jduct of a Concert," by Judge Hous- 
|ton, written with1 the aid of a steno- 
Igrapher. The title page bears the 
|mark of the author.

“How I Became a Joker,” by John 
Lee, M. P. P., being a monograph 
that will be of use to every Liberal 

| politician who hopes to rise.
“The History of the Marx Tile.” 

| This book is published anonymously, 
1 but the identity of the author is be- 
]trayed to the initiated by certain

bens as police court offenders. They 
numbered 19 last year. These were 
chiefly drunks and abusers of animals. 
The name of “gentleman” seems to 
be somewhat out of place on a police 
court register, yet there were four 
persons who gave that out as their 
occupation, and were so credited by 
the Chief.

As is to be expected, the general 
class of people who come up are not 
educated. Forty-four of the 256 last 
year had no education whatever ; 210 
had a common school education, just 
enough in. many cases to write their 
own names, while only two bad su­
perior education.

Already this year the -register is 
filling up fast and the Chief de­
scribes it as the same old story.

“People it seems will do wrong,” 
he said, “and we are here to deal 
with them when they are caught.”

A glance over the statistics on the 
local police court register gives some . 
very interesting information and 
shows that Judge Houston has been 
a very busy man during the year 
of 1902. No less than 256 oases have 
come up before him during that time 
and of these 197 were convicted, 34 
dismissed, 17 withdrawn, five com- 
knitted for trial and three not dispos­
ed of. “This,” said Chief Holmes to 
The Planet, “is about an average year 
in our line of business.”

It is interesting to note the class 
of people who come up at this station 
and the crimes with which they are 
charged. With the exception of a 
few highly respectable citizens, whose 
names appear in Chief Holmes re- 
cords, as the (result of riding bicycles 
on the sidewalk and other minor of- 
fenses, the people who are brought 
top to face the stern countenance of 
the Judge each morning, to repent 
of, and pay up for the wrongs they 
have done their fellow-men, are chief- 
By among the more careless classes. 
Not infrequently the same people are 
brought up from time to time and 
there are a certain number of per- 
aces in the city who are, for this 
treason, known to the authorities as 
police court characters." The police 
court seems to have an irresistable 
attraction for these people and their 
visits are naturally quite generally 
looked forward to by the Chief who

rights of witnesses in the box. Most 
of the Toronto papers refer to “the 
heckling,” “the badgering,” “the 
severe ordeal,” "the evident attempt 
to provoke Mr. Gamey and thus in 
anger cause him to make unguarded 
statements" in discussing Mr. John­
ston’s cross-examination.

Now to the ordinary mind a great 
deal of this appears to be both un­
necessary and undesirable. Of course 
the fullest opportunity must be given 
to obtain the facts and all the facts, 
“the truth, the whole truth and no­
thing but the truth," but this does 
not necessitate the bull-dozing, the 
tally-ragging, the irrelevency, the in- 
solence, which comprise a great part 
of the stock in trade, of many Law­
yers. Of course it is presumed the 
same thing will happen when the 
witnesses for the Government are 
being cross-examined by the lawyer 
for the prosecution. Attention is not 
drawn to this particular cases but 
to the general disregard of the 
rights and feelings of witnesses under 
cross-examination.

Our police magistrates and judges 
will earn the gratitude of the com­
munity if they will force the brow­
beating and often insolent lawyers to 
respect the rights and feelings of 
witnesses.
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of the precipice—the safe path is the 
middle of the right way.

Neither adversity nor prosperity 
ever changes a man; each merely 
brings out what there is in him..

Possibly at no time in the world’s 
history have so many questions arisen 
to demand the attention of thought- 
ful people as at the present time.

Manager ‘Fred. H. Brisco, of the 
Grand Opera House, is a lineal de­
scendant of one of the oldest Eng­
lish’ families. Few people know that

.%>‘

handles the money.
Drunks are a police court specialty. 

The number of these cases last year 
amounted to 70, and then there were 
mumerous others who were not 
caught, probably because they can 
"carry their load” better than the 
poor unfortunate who has to be taken 
under the kind and sympathetic pro- 
lection of the police or probably be- 
cause their friends were sober enough 
to take them home in “Sulman’s am-
Ibulance."

Be this as it may, a person with 
half an eye can see that drink is 
either the direct or indirect cause 
of the majority of cases which 
find their way down in the police 
court records—which fact has been 
forcibly announced on the public plat- 
form in past temperance campaigns. 
. “Drunks are generally among the 
poorer and lower classes,” said the 
Chief, “buit the law is no respector 
of persons and they have to pay up 
for their fun at the same rate as the 
very richest—and," he added philoso- 
whically, “I don’t include all of the 
rich in the higher classes."

It is also shown that theft is the 
mext popular crime. There were 47 
of these cases disposed of last year. 
They were all thefts on a small scale 
and many of these were found guilty 
and severely punished.

One very interesting feature of the 
records is the ages of the defendants. 
They range from seven to 82 years, 
and fully 37 of the 256 defendants 
were under the age of 21 years. This 
espeaks very poorly of the younger 
areneration.

Females are by no means a novelty 
in the police court. There are 27 fair 
defendants whose names were in- 
escribed upon the register last year. 
“The charges brought up against them 
are drunkenness and neighbor quar- 
treils chiefly. One feature of these 
trials is the nerve displayed by the 
defendants and, in matters of neigh- 
thorly disputes, no matter how fair 
the decision, it is seldom that either 
side is satisfied, so that the matter 
of feeling remains practically the 
same as before the triaL This, how- 
ever, is, no doubt, to be expected 
and the authorities are not much con- 
corned over it.

A close examination shows that 
about half of the defendants are mar- 
tried and the other half are single. 
"This will, no doubt, set at naught 
the arguments of certain people who 
claim that marriage reduces crime.

From the point of nationalities, 
oCanadia ns of course, in a Canadian 
country, head the list. There were 
1207 Canadian defendants last year. 
“The Americans claim the next posi- 
thion on point of distinction as to 
numbers. They number 25. The 
English come next with 10, the Irish 
mext with seven, and the Scotch hold 
the place of honor at the bottom of 
the list. There were just five Scotch- 
when up for trial last year. The Chief 
slyly suggests that this almost de- 
estroys the theory that drink is the 
chief cause of so many police court

CLOSE-STICKING HABIT. 7
One of the Dimeulties About Smeking—A 

Definition of Friendship. -
The recent agitation against cigar- 

ettes has caused Canadian news- 
papers to recall many anecdotes 
about smokers and smoking. The To­
ronto News says, speaking of Par­
liamentarians who smoke, that it 
was down at Harvard, when Sir 
Hibbert Tupper was in his student 
days, that he learned to smoke. As 
at most colleges, almost every, 40. 
youngster soon picked up the habit, 
and once contracted, it stuck to him 
closer than a brother. That would 
seem to be the difficulty about smok- 
ing. Like every other habit, it is
hard to abandon.

George Augustus Sala, who was a 
world-renowned connoisseur in to­
baccos, was once asked for a defini­
tion of friendship.

“Well," he said, "I can only give 
an illustration. Suppose two, smok­
ers to be wrecked on a desert isl­
and, one of them having preserved a 
solitary cigar, while the other has 
none. If the man with the cigar 
should cut it in half and give one 
piece to his companion, I think he 
would give the finest exemplification 
of true friendship that could be pre­
sented." .

Sala is pretty nearly correct, but 
the party of the first part is purely 
suppositious. It is not to be be- 
lieved that he ever could exist. He 
is all right as an example, but he 
will never be met by anybody. Arid. 
Kipling, in his somewhat coarse man­
ner, has sung that

A women is only a woman, LA But a good cigar is a smoke. 2

0 C

Sour Grapes. German characters in the style. It 
is a polished work.

“Why I Left Jail," by Annie 
Reaume, showing how seeming mis­
fortune may be turned into an ar­
tistic disappearance triumph. It’s 
cheeky but instructive and explains 
a great mystery.

“A Manual of English Pronuncia- 
tion,” by Francis M. Bechard. This 
work has been pronounced by ex­
perts to be the finest directory of 
what not to do that this country 
has ever seen.

“English Oratory and Public Speak- 
ing,” by T. L. Pardo, M. P. P. This 
is said to be the shortest volume on

This is perhaps a matter of course, 
for with increased years comes in­
creased knowledge ; increased know-I 
ledge means often not greater sim-I 
plicity but greater complexity, hence] 
questions that one hundred years ago 
(or even much less) were simple and 
well settled, to-day are exceedingly 
complex and very much unsettled.

The relation of labor to capital, 
employer to employee, the standard 
of success in Life, the public owner­
ship of railroads, telegraphs, tele­
phones, electric light and waterworks 
systems, etc., these are questions con-| 
tinually coming up for solution, and 
to the discussion of some of these 
and kindred questions this column 
will be devoted each week in the spe­
cial. Saturday issue.

A suggestion was made some weeks 
ago by one of our citizens that a 
club might be formed in Chatham 
somewhat similar to the Canadian 
club of Toronto. This is a club of 
the ordinary men, business and pro­
fessional, doing business in the city.

Once a week these men meet and 
have luncheon together from 12 to 
1, each man paying for his own 
lunch.

Mr. Brisco has Norman blood in his 
veins, but he has. His paternal an- 
cestor went over to England from 
Normandy in the train of William 
the Conquerer. His descendants were 
noted amongst the landed gentry of 
England and the name was well 
known. One of the younger bro­
thers was aim officer in the English

Nothing could be more ridiculous 
than Congressman DeArmond’s pro-I 
posal to annex Canada to the Unit-I 
ed States, or rather to empower the | 
President to enter into negotiations I 
looking to that end, says The Chi-I 
cago Journal.

We do not believe that the people 
of the United States are crying for I 
Canada, and we are sure that the 
people of Canada are not crying for 
the United States. Wo are good 
enough friends and might as well 
stay that way. Such propositions I

- Cut Your 
Fuel Bill

i ByUsing a
: Gas Cooking Stove

You will eave the cost of
• the stove in a short time.
• - Hundreds of users in this
• city have proved it. No

unnecessary labor or dis-
E ' comfort.
: Stoves of ell sizes for
: Sale on Easy Terms.
E THE CHATHAM GAS CO ; 

Limited. :

and was sent to Virginia witharmy
the early day.a British force in

Falling in love with the new coun­
try, he resigned his commission and 
threw in his fortunes with the new 
world. At the time of the American 
revolution, the family was quite 
noted. They owned Large lumber 
mills in one or the New England 
States. The Love of old England had 
remained with the Brisco family in 
the new world and they had been so 
intensely loyal to the motherland that 
at the conclusion of the war, they

this subject in existence. The binding 
is superb. The spell-binding is want-

We have never heard that there I ing.
was the least sentiment in Canada | "Shows I Know are Good," a second 
favorable to annexation to the Un- | product of the gifted pen of Manager 
ion. There was none at the time of Fred. H. Brisco. This is a very ex- 
our war for independence, and we tensive work, but few of the plays 
failed then as we failed in 1812 in mentioned have ever reached Chat, 
conquering the Dominion. The Cana- ham. . „
dians have always had the reputa- “Letters of an Absent Comedian, 
tion of being the most loyal of Brit- by George Perrin, being the first of- 
ish subjects and they are very proud ficial record of a spiel which Mr. 
of it. Perrin was to have given at Brisco’s

Besides, what have they to gain by I Bentfit last year.
union with us more than they pos- I “The Golden Path to the Stage, 
sess already? They have a Govern- I by Burney Weldon. This story is 
ment that differs but little from our short but it is bright and teeming 
own, tor in the essentials Parliament I with jokes. 2„
is quite as independent as Congress. "Steamboats Fast and Otherwise, 
in fact it more nearly reflects the by the owner of the Snail, in Dis- 
popular will than Congress, for it tress. This book shows that the 
is modeled after the English Parlia- author has a lot of sand by the 
ment, and, as in England, the Minis- "Coal, How to Burn It y he 
try is responsible, cits dealers. This is a very black

On the other hand what have we to tale: 470s cinon Door ” by the 
gain from annexation? The exten- |Chatham Kinl. This is a very realistic 

novel which is bound to interest- 
also in calf. It gives a very lucid 
explanation why some young men, 
who are never seen in church, are 
always found at the church door 
when service dismisses.

“Hints to Help Build an Electric
Road in Kent County,” by the late

as Mr. DeArmond’s do not tend to 
strengthen friendship.

were forced to leave their business, 
and property and seek a new home 
in Canada. With the other United 
Empire Loyalists, they settled in Can­
ada on the land granted by the Gov- 
ernment. The Brisco family settled 
near Napanee and the 200 acres grant­
ed by the Government of Canada is 
still in the possession of the family. 
Manager Fred. Brisco was raised on 
that farm and his father lives there. 
yet. One of the most highly prized

I King St. ‘Phone 81 
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As there are always fifteen or 
twenty minutes to spare, some one I 
comes prepared to give a short talk 
on some municipal, social or literary 
questions. This creates a spirit of 
good fellowship and dispels many of | 
the misconceptions that business and 
professional men entertain of each| 
other.

Once a month something some-| 
what more elaborate might be en­
joyed, when the members could have 
supper together, going directly from 
business at six o’clock and spending a 
short time, not Later than till nine 
o’clock in social intercourse and 
mutual improvement.

Any such scheme should be heartily 
endorsed, and some of our young and 
enterprising business men should take 
hold of the matter and the result 
can be nothing but beneficial and 
please nt.

One of the many advantages ac­
cruing to this city from the build­
ing of an electric railroad, will be 
the existence of an all-day current 
for supplying power. It has been a

ERE 
Are our prices for the week. Take advant­
age of them ;
4 lbs. English Rice. - - 25 ots.
6 lbs. Tapioca 25 cts.
4 Iba Laundry Starch - : 25 cts.
Corn Starch 6 cts. per package-
Quebec Province Maple Syrup, per qt. 25a 
Our fine blend 25c mixed. Tea for this 

week per lb. - - 20 cts.
7 1bs Rolled Oats - - 25 ots.
7 1bs. Rolled Wheat - - 25 ots.
3 lbs. Mixed Biscuits 25 ot».

, We consider our value in Crockery, China 2 
and Glassware are great. Call and see them.’ 1., 
Let us have your opinion as to quality and 
price. Its a pleasure to show goods.

offenders—but it must be remember- 
ed that the Chief is English.

One remarkable fact in connection 
with these 256 law-breakers is that 
every one of them, except two, belong 
to some religious denomination. Odd 
as this may seem, it is, nevertheless, 
“rue, as is shown in the records. The

sion of our limits to the north pole 
or thereabouts and that is all. What 
do we care for all that frozen region 
under the Arctic circle, where there 
is nothing either interesting or amus­
ing except the northern lights and 
the north pole.

We have enough of that and to

possessions of Mr. Brisco, Sr., is the 
original Crown deed granting the 
200 acres to the Brisco family as be­
ing United Empire Loyalists. At Ad- 
olphhustown, near Napanee, is the 
old church built by the United Em- 
pire Loyalists who had settled in the 
neighborhood. The church was erect­
ed shortly alter the arrival of the 
Loyalists in Canada and shows that 
they were not loyal alone to the 
motherland but also to a higher 
power. The walls of the church 
studded with brass plates commem­
orative of the different families of 
United Empire Loyalists and the 
Brisco name is found amongst the 

... others. The family history is givenFarmers are also high up In num- in Burk’s History of the Landed Gen- 
Is 3.2-33 try • ■ 21. 2 ' Trants •

Methodists are in the lead in point 
of numbers, there having been 78 up 
-during the year. The others are 
«Catholics 50, Baptists 44, Episcopalians 
45, Presbyterians 30, Lutharian 2, 
Saints 4, Salvation Army 1. This, 

-connected with the fact that the of- 
renders are chiefly; among, and in 
fact, almost entirely confined to the 
-working class is good evidence of the 
agenuineness of the work done by the 
Salvation Army among the poorer 
(classes and the laborers, as compared 
to that of the churches of the city, 
can only one of their converts went 
matray last year.

spare in Alaska, and there is no 
need for further icy expansion. George C. Rankin. This is a very 

deep work, about 400 pages.
“Recollections of a River Thames 

Pilot," by Sinibad the Bailor. This 
would be a very interesting story 
were it not for an unaccountable 
doubling in the thread of the narra- 
tive.

“Sidetracked, a Cyclist’s Story,” by 
8. B. Arnold. This is a vital tale of 
the awful fate that befel a wheel-

Of course, the DeArmond resolution 
la merely academic, and will hardly 
meet with a responsive vote, but why 
can not the “Missouri Congressman 
devote his powerful mind to sub- 
jects that will have some interest 
for his fellow-citizens? Canadian an­
nexation has no attractions for the 
American ueonU.

John McConnell, 
PARK ST., EAST. Phone too
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