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THE ST. CLAIR -TUNNEL

I'nSSIMCi .1 n.i\ii;.il'k' ^iiv.iin with ,i r.iilu.is n.nii is ,it Iv I .iltciuial with Jilfi-

ailtio--; .iikl wliiMi tli.ii siiiMin is .i I'ni.ul .iiitry oi iiiLmJ vnmnuTCi', ri'iuicrim;

,1 l'iiiii;c iiiipr.kiii.Ml'1.', ,1 laihv.iy ti.'rry is the usual ultornativo. This, ,iImi,

li.i. ils Jr.iw hicks, i's|\vi.ill> wJK'ii ilie siiv.iiii is cliukcil witli ice, I'illuT solij

hrokcii. ilk' ( ii.iikl Trunk Svsk'iii h.is tur in.iny years iveii wrcslliiii;

with ilk' Jiiliciiltii's iikiili'iii 111 crossiiii; ivtwa'ii S.irni.i .md Port Huron, until

Ilk' ikW'ssiiJo 111 ,1 Ivtier iiu'iIimJ ciini|vlli\l tlu' Cdiistruclinn i^l llio marvel ol

fik;iiiLvrim; skill known as ihe lanious St. Clair Tunnel, wliieh is, in >o!ne

re>peeis, the mo-i reni.uk.il'le in the world. It is appropri.il.'lv termed, •'Ilk-

link thai lands two i;rea' n.itions," .i:id over it tlow all th.' ''-alers of the

(.iv.it Lakes, v.hieh later lumhle over

the dill at Nia^.ira Falls, aikl eventu-

ally reach the Atl.intie as the maj'stie

St. I.av^'reiiee I'iver.

A few statistics, only a lew.

as of special interest, may Iv uiven

here. The leni;lh I'f the Uiiinel propel

is (K)2S feet, .ukl of the open porl.iN

or approaches, s,d(i* feel additional,

or more ih.ui tvo miles in ,ill the

longest siih-marine luiinel in the

world. It is .1 contiiUKPUs iron luiv,

iiiik'leen feel, ten inches in diameter,

put ((ii;etlier in se'Ctioiis as the work

(if boriiif; proceeded, and lirmly

Nilted to.nether, the total weight of

the iron ai;j;iv,t;atin!; 'if),(MK),(KK)

pi Hinds.

The work was commenced in

September, ISSS, and it was opeik'd for

freijjht tratlic in October, IS')| ; a

little more than three years beini;

required for ils completion. I'as.senijer

trains bej;an luiininn throiiiih it I De-

cember 7, 1S91. The work was bei;un

at both sides, and carried on until the

two sections met in mid-river, and

with such accuracy that they were

['ertVctly in line as they came to-

i;e!her. Throujihoui its entire lenglh,

it perforates a bed of blue clay, and

with the exception of an uccasiunal -.% \ihU, ..n.--.\|\.. -rVAl^ ASI, t..S„( HI t I ION f,r TCX.VtI..


