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vations upon the Oath ofAllegiance.—^crow^/,
/?/, His Principles of Temporal Authority,
and. Thirdly, His Opinions refpeaing Spiri-
tual Authority.

I.

Mr. Burke difcufles minutely the Oath of
Allegiance which the Legiflature requires of
Catholics, and ihews clearly that they may
take It with perfed fafety of confcience. This
IS very right, and the only wonder is that it
fhould ever have been the fubjeft of doubt.
In its effeds, it is a mere queftion of fad, ari-
fing from the firft principles of the focial com-
pact. When a lawful government is formed.
It is entitled to the obedience of all jjerfons
who live within its limits, becaufe fuch obe-
dience is what conflitutes the very nature of a
political union ; and every government may
require of any fuch pcrfon to declare, under the
folemnity of an oath, that he is willing to fub-
mit to it

; and to renounce obedience to every
other power. Whoever refufes this teit, j'e

his realbn for the rcfufal \^'hat it may, whether
it be difafFeaion, religious Ici u])]es, oranv thin^^
elle, he is no longer to be conlidered as a
member of that fbciety, or entitled to any of
Its privileges, ff his objeaions arife

'

ligion,
from re-

the only thing which his duty can
point out^to him, is to quit the country, and
find another more fuitable to his principles.
For every man's confcience muft tell him, that

to claim the benelit of a con-it is wrong
T trua, wirhoiit pci lorming the conditions
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