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l)PO linB been broujrht Into the debatet on
many oocaBionn. The nltuation In the pro-

vince of Quebec Is unique. It 1m entirely

(lifTerent from the situation In any other
province In this country. We have. In the

province of Quebec, an almost solid French
t'linadian populutlon which Is Catholic and
there is no mixture of Protestants and
Catholics In the greiiter iH)rtloin of that

province. There is a . mixture of Protes-

tants and Carhollcs In the Eastern town-
ships, but, so far as the great majority of

the people are concerned, there Is a Bolld

Cs-tholic and Frt-iicli population, and It is

very easy In that province to regulate these

matters. In making comparlaons and In

IlIustratinK the situation I do not see how
we can compare the situation In the pro-

vince of Quebec with the altuatlon which
will exist and which does exist In the

Northwest Territories or In any otlu-r pro-

vince In this country.

1 regret that this questloo has been

bronght Into the arena of federal politics

again. I regret that some means have not

been taken of overcoming the ditflculty In

Bomt other manner. We Lave before ua

the example of Manitoba. We know what
happened In Manitoba only a few years

ago and did not that Illustration show us

how Impostlble It was for this parlinment

to Icglslati' with respect to this question with-

out creating the greatest amount of fviotion

and without leading to the debate and the

ngitatiou that wc me experiencing in tills

country? Would It not have been better

tliat the matter s:hould have l>een left to

the provinces the same as It was left to

the provinces of Nova Scotia, New Bruns-

wick and Prince Edward Island and could

we not reasonably hope that our Roman
Calholic fpllow-citizens would have fared

bi'tlcr if tlip question had been dealt with

In that way? The hon. Minister of Agri-

culture, in' the course of his speech, said

tbat bo had no f^ar for the minority In the

province of Quebec and I agree with hira

entirely in respect to that. I have no fear

for the minority in the province of Quebec.

I have no fear that any privileges or rights

In respect to education whlcli they enjoy

at the present time will be with-

drawn from them, and that 's not be-

cause, in the Br' -^h North America Act.

there are certain . ferences to the questlin

of education in Ontario and Quebec. It is

becanse the people of the province of Que-
bec are dealing with the question in a rea-

sonable and sensible manner. It Is be-

cause the government of Quebec knows
better how to deal with that question than

this federal parliament. But. what would
he the position supposing the minority In

the province of Quebec were Interfered

with? now would the caildren of the

minority he educated? How could they

be educated? I wilt take this question np
for a moment In order to reason It out with

mv fellow-countrymen In the province of

Quebec whose views perhaps differ from
mine, yet whoso views I respect, and to

point out the different position that exists

In the province of Quebec from that which
e.tiHts In other portions of Panada. In
the province of Quebec the scliools which
are Oatholic and which are suitable to the
conditions which exist there are rellclous

Kchofils. I have here some extrai-ts from
the regulations of tli" governing committee
of the council of public Instruction of that
[irovlnce. and I will rend one or two of
them.

UcllKions Instnirtlon la tlic most Important
of thp siilijccts of the rciitrsc of mndy. niitl It

sb.ill lie tntiKht In rvi"ry srhii.>I. 'n nn«wer-
liifT qii('!>ll<MS In the ratirhlsm. i.uplla iihall

Civ.^ fhn nvnff wnTitB Of the t>oo](. In Rnfrcl
lii.'ory Ic sons this Is not n(ccBsary. The
trrichcr slinll fallow the n'lvirp of tho riir^ in

oil tlint rnncrrns tlic moral nnd rollKlous
icailiii't of llio implla.

Klscwbcfc III the same set of rules \vi'

read

:

U<'lif;i(jii bIiuII liold tbt' first placu aiuonR the
HiiliJL'its of ilu' iiAirsi' iif stuily and It shall be
laii^ht In all Ilic bpIukiIr.

I want to say nuaiii that ! have no word
of ciiticisin to ollcr with rcsjiecl to the
re ilatloiis of the <'0uncil of piilillc iiistruc

tioii in the province of Quebec. I am not
litiii;; tliciii fur the piirpuse of ci-lticlsing

tlieni. but 1 am citlnj; them, I>ecaust'. in the
discussion that lias tai^'n pla^c ilic posi-

tion of the minority has iiv ii referred to so
frec|uently and the <inesti<>n which I ask
is : What would the minority do If the
privileges which they now enjfty were
taken away from then? How could their

prlTileKcs be taken n-.vay from them? If

llielr privileges were tak''n away from them
how could their children be educattxl?
Coulil we expect the children of the min-
ority to so to schools reirulated by the re-

liilatioiis which I Iiave just read? No one
\\ould c\i'«<t that, no iioveninicnt in Que-
bec would legislate In any such way. and
neither would this parliament In .any shape
or form attempt to interfere with the pri-

vileges of tli(" minority in Quebec. Why.
Sir. It would be just as unreasonable to

interfere with the privileges of the mlnorlt;/

In Quebec, to take away those privileires

and force the children of the minority into

the Catholic schools as It would be for the
province of OntJirio to attempt to enact a

law forcing Catholic children to go to Pres-

byterian Sunday scliools. One would l»e

just as ridiculous as the other.

We have heard a good deal of boasting

In the speedies of the lion. MInistiT of
i -Agriculture and ttie lion. Minister of Fin-

ance in reference to the great majority that

is going to be rolle<l up when this Bill

( omes to the vote. I had no donbt a', all

': when I hoard the hon. ^finistcr of Fin-

I

ance announce the great majority that
I would be rolled up, and when I heard him


