
AND THE WAR

tlier, can boast of. We are proud and happy 
to realize that now the bigger brother has 
come to join us in the old home, and stand 
with the old Motherland in t.he defense of 
those great institutions which are the com
mon heritage of your land and of our own. 
In the defense of those liberties which were 
handed down to us by our common Mother
land, we are proud to find ourselves stand
ing side by side with you, and we are happy 
that you should be standing side by side 
with the Old Land and with ourselves in 
this great struggle, because your so doing 
brings to us the final assurance of that ulti
mate triumph concerning which, though we 
never doubted that it would come, we some
times have had occasion to feel perhaps 
a trifle more than anxiety.

We welcome you to-day as the representa
tive of your great nation in this day when 
the clouds seem to lower their very darkest, 
and when we realize, as perhaps we have 
never relalized before, how absolutely it is 
going to take the supreme effort of your 
land, of our Land, and of all the allied 
nations who are banded together in defence 
of the flag of democracy to attain and bring 
about that victory for which we are striv
ing. I shall not endeavour by any words 
of mine to weaken the effect of the eloquent 
terms in which you have described the pur
pose for which we are alii united for this 
great struggle, and what it is that we are 
looking forward to as the consequence of our 
triumph. Let me say on behalf of this 
House of Commons how much we appre
ciate the privilege that has come to us 
today. You have said to us, Mr. Gompers, 
that you oame here looking for in
spiration. Let me say to you that 
your words have brought to us a new 
inspiration, that shall revive in us 
the determination which you have as
sured us your people realize animated the 
people of this land, a determination which 
they have absdlute confidence is shared by 
the people of your country. When you go 
back to that land from which you have 
corne. I trust that you will carry with you 
pleasant memories of your visit here and 
assurances of the warmth of the welcome of 
the people of Canada. I trust, furthermore, 
that you will go back with a message from 
our people to yours that when Canada deter
mined to stand in this struggle with you 
and with the other Allies they were not mis
taken. In this day, when, as I have already 
said, the clouds seem to lower their dark
est, the spirit and determination of the 
people of Canada is as strong as rt was at 
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the outset to hold firmly their place in the 
phalanxes that are struggling in this great 
fight until there shall have been achieved 
that victory which you fore-shadow, that 
victory that will see democracy safely en
throned in a world in which justice shall 
prevail among nations for the great as well 
as for the small!, when every individual 
shall cm-joy as his undisputed right an 
ordered liberty, and when right shall sit 
in safety unawed by any dominating over- 
lowering might that would seek to disturb 
that justice which it shall be the proud 
privilege of all the nations that have joined 
in its vindication to maintain and preserve 
anew and rejuvenated.

Mr. SAMUEL GOMPERS: Mr. Speaker, 
Gentlemen of the Parliament of the Domi
nion of Canada, I would be less than human 
did I not feel deeply touched by the ex
pressions of the Speaker with reference to 
myself and to the efforts which I have 
endeavoured to put forth. May I ask that 
you permit me to put my own interpre
tation upon all that has been said, and to 
interpret it rather as a tribute to the move
ment of the men and women of the United 
States and the cause which we represent, 
and which it is a great privilege to be 
permitted to serve.

With me and my associates, that enter
prise in which we are now all engaged, and 
which we have been accustomed to call war, 
is no longer fully expressed by the term 
war, but takes on a larger view, a larger 
cause, a greater meaning; it is the most 
wonderful crusade ever entered upon by men 
in the whole history of the world. No 
nobler cause, no holier undertaking, has 
ever commanded the intelligent and the self- 
sacrificing natures of men. You men of Can
ada, there was no compulsion that impelled 
you into this war; there was no compulsion 
for our Australasian brothers to enter into 
the war; there was no need for the men of 
South Africa to enter into the war; there 
was no compulsion that drove India into 
the war. The Mother Country of demo
cracy, her life and her honour, were at 
stake. Her plighted faith had been given. 
Belgium outraged and overrun, France 
invaded ; England responded, and her 
colonies and dominions, her men and her 
women, who had learned what was meant 
by English democracy and English idealism, 
responded with an alacrity and a purpose 
and a meaning that sent a thrill to the 
hearts and consciences of liberty-loving 
men the world over.


