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On the contrary, when he saw more of Captain Wentworth,
saw him repeatedly by daylight, and eyed him well, he was
very much struck by his personal claims, and felt that his
superiority of appearance might be not unfairly balanced
against her superiority of rank; and all this, assisted by his
well-sounding name, enabled Sir Walter, at last, to prepare
his i>en, with a very good grace, for the insertion of the
marriage in the volume of honour.
The only one among them whose opposition of feeh'ng

could excite any serious anxiety was Lady Russell. Anne
knew that Lady RusseU must be sufifering some pain in
understanding and relinquishing Mr. Elliot, and be making
some struggles to become truly acquainted with, and do
justice to Captain Wtntworth. This, however, was what
Lady Russell had now to do. She must learn to feel that
she had been mistaken with regard to both; that she had
been unfairly influenced by appearancesm each ; that because
Captain Wentworth's manners had not suited her own ideas,
she had been too quick in suspecting them to mdicate a
character of dangerous impetuosity; and that because Mr.
Elliot's manners had precisely pleased her in their propriety
and correctness, their general politeness and suavity, she
had been too quick in receivins them as the certain result of
the most correct -mions and well-regulated mind. There
was nothing less • Russell to do, than to admit that
she had been pretty coi. ^letely wrong, and to take up a new
set of opinions and of hopes.
There is a quickness of perception in some, a nicety in

the discernment of character, a natural penetration, in short,
which no experience in others can equal,and Lady Russellhad
been less gifted in this part of understanding than her young
friend. But she was a very good woman, and if her second
object was to be sensible and well-j'udging, her first was to
see Anne happy. She loved Anne better than she loved her
own abilities; and, when the awkwardness of the beginning
was over, found little hardship in attachmg herself as a
mother to the man who was securing the happiness of her
other child.

Of all the family, Mary was probably the one most immedi-
ately gratified by the circumstance. It was creditable to
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