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established, at six years of age, a relationship, through
the public school, with the family, which enables it to make an
accurate estimate of the future material of its man-power. Prussia,
as long ago as 1847. had established in Berlin the Central School
of Gymnastics, and medical inspection of school children has been
general there for many years. Not, however, until England's expe-
rience with recruits for the army in the Boer war in 189') did she
realize what the actual proportion of national defectiveness was; but
only in 1907 was the Act for Compulsory Medical Inspection of
School Children passed. The Report of the Chief Medical Og^er of
Education for 1914 states that 1,900,000 children were handled and
350,000 examined annually, of whom 75,000 received treatment. If

this number be compared with the number of men rejected in the
effort to secure 3,000,000 men within the military-age period for

Kitchener's Army some idea of the physical and mental defectives can
be obtained.

During the last five years in some cities in Canada, and for over
ten years in New York and Boston, the inspection of school children
has revealed many defects; but the following figures, based upon a
careful examination of the children of three village and seventeen
rural schools in one of the most progressive tlistricts of Ontario in

1914, reveal the actual conditions in such communities, frustrated 'oy

many similar surveys in the United States:

Table 13.—Results of Examination of School Children in

A.v Ontario District in 1913

Number Number
defective

Number of defects

Group 1 821
571

38 children in one room
SO children in one room
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NotE:—The defects tound m Urcup I ncluit<-d: Impaired vision, 104: carious
teeth, 207; defective nasal bi^Lithing, 6<), enlarfjed glands, 19; aniemia, 37
ringworm, 1; pediculosis, 12. Total, 512 in 821 children inspected.
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