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Note that the flowers do mt grow aitvily, as in the

previous plants. Here the main stem sustains a elmtn-

composed of numerous small Howers, although each

separate flower is sup|)orted on a slender oft'shoot of the

stem. The term iie<lunele is in such a case appliiKl ti>

the portion of stem which supisx s the cluster, while the

small stalks of the indiWduul floweis are called jiiilicdx.

29. The separate flowers (Fig. 'Jti) are rather

small and will require more than oniinary care

in their examination. The calyx is polysepal-

ous, and of four sepals. The corolla is poly-

petalous, and of four petals. The stamens (Fig.

27), are six in number, and if you examine them fK*-

attentively, you will see that twi> of them are shorter

than the other four. The stamens are consequently said

to be trtradynaniiius. But if there had been

only fuiir stamens, in two sets of two each,

they would have been called diilijnawom.

The stamens are inserted on the receptacle

(hypogynous). The pistil is separate from

Fig. «. the other parts of the flower (superior).

30. To examine the ovarj', it will be Is^tter to select a

ripening pistil from the lower part of the peduncle. It

is a flat body, nearly circular in

outline (Fig. 28), but with a deep ({'

notch on its upper edge. Inspect

the notch with your lens and find

the short style at its base. Notice

also the veiny wing which forms ^'Ib- «* Fig. 89.

Fit?. :ii!.—Flower of French Weed.

Fif.'. 27.—The same, with ciiyx and corolla removed.

Fig. i'8.—Ripened pistil of French Weed.

Fig. 29.—The same, with one side removed to show the seeds.


