
The challenge is to search
for justice and dignity

by Gamini Dissanayake

At a time in human history when the world is
deeply troubled by sounds of discord and divisiveness;
when so many in the human family continue to stagger
under the burden to hardship and deprivation; and
when the inventiveness of man is so often transformed

Phere have never been instant solutions to comph- mg can accept a srtuation which restrzcts part or tl
better world. only be revulsion. For who but the cynical and unfeF^ èi ceh

perhaps no greater cause than than the effort to build a the "common sentiment" of all men of goodwill c i "i41 Y sa

ric of international society. Each of these realities i,
important as the other. In moral terms, the fact i[
grim poverty co-exists with conspicuous opulena-
unconscionable. Whatever set of beliefs one bring<
bear on an examination of the disadvantages thal
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into a threat, rather than nurtured as a hope, there is flict more than two-thirds of the world's populatq pi , orit

- ground, if we can tr5 to lay our fingers on the more fun- . of ease and comfort to the other? Who but the total
cated problems. If we can identify some common human family to marginal living while opening vist

damental issues as they concern us, then we would be uncompassionate can tolerate a structure of relatio
able to reach out towards an inner core of understand- ships which provides one segment of the human fami,'•
ing: As the German poet and dramatist Goethe said: - with the luxuryof choice, while denying to the of' '
"The question to ask is not whether, we are perfectly the; option of creativity? Who but the wantonly sP11i
agreed, but whether we are proceeding from a common can take pleasure in perpetuation, side by side, o
basis of sentiment". Sentiment is an emotion, an in-
stantaneous reaction much more important than eco-

vantage;progress and stagnation, hope and despair'
; The moral imperative alone is strong enougl^ t
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nomic theory or strategy, because if we base our ac- serve as a basis for condemning the world's inequhi^ " fron
tions on a "common basis of sentiment", we would be Let us remember too that the acceptance of institutior ^ also
able to reach our objectives, although theoretically the alized disadvantage will not and cannot bepermane^ livii
obstacles may appear to be insurmountable. This com- among those worst affected. One does not have to d' -^ to a
mon basis of sentiment must be derived from discern- deep into history to find examples of the "wretched 1 Ir
ing and comprehending a broad sweep of practical real- the earth"revolting against the wretchedness impost E from i
ities as an essential step in our progress towards on them. Examples from. contemporary recorliy "pori a
attainable possibilities, abound. Every-such revolt, while initially a math r 1}oth- 1

domestic concern, sooner or. later affects the glob ûomm'l'-o of th ose realities are crucial. First, the degree
and extent of human deprivation endured by people
across vast tracts of what are now commonly described
as the countries of the South is ugly and intolerable
but eradicable. Second, if attempts are not mounted
with a due sense of urgency - both domestically and tion. Pope John XXIII understood and stood in awe ofi ',

internationallv - to eradicate deprivation; the result- bre many others did. He synthésizedthe issues int^i

inc social eYnlosion will incalculablv damaLyé the fab- -a single sentence of great clarity when he said almoL.1
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two decades ago that "development is the new name tork
peace". The agony of deprivation is a starting point oif
turbulence, and the peace and security^of mankind ur'
gently require that the agony must abate.

In Sri Lanka, three décades after indepénde i ï
the country was almost ripped apart by an uprising
the magnitude of which, historically is too early
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equilibrium. The moral imperative and the strategi, t^o ma
imperative thus intersect, making development in a'1 eoplE
its dimensions as important as a moral issue as it is pe` ^sia c
litical, diplomatic or strategic. Few see this correla•i spira
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