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the Phalanges. That the Pres-
deeply involved in the Maronite
scarcely contested, since his own

son, Tony, leads another militia group
called the Zgharta Liberation - Front.
Camille Chamoun, too, possesses a strong
militia, while many Maronite army officers
have been given their “annual vacations”
to train the various militia groups.

On the Moslem side, two main groups
bore the brunt of the early fighting,
though they were smaller and not as well
equipped as their Phalanges opponents.
One militia group, al-Murabitun, is headed
by Ibrahim Alaylat, a young man with a
shady past who has become a hero of the
Moslem streets. A second group, founded
by the Shia religious leader Imam Musa
Sadr, has been employed mainly in defence
of the poorer Shia quarters, which have
been heavily attacked by the Phalanges.

According to a survey conducted by
the Beirut newspaper al-Anwar, fighting in
Lebanon between mid-April and early
July had taken a toll of 2,300 dead and
over 16,000 wounded. Some say these
figures are exaggerated, but no one is
prepared to say by how much. In any
event, it was merely a preview of the
violence to come, which erupted in mid-
September.

Escalation

In the latest round, the scale oi fighting
has escalated beyond all expectations;
mortars, machine guns, rocket-launchers
and recoilless rifles comprise the armoury
of the best-equipped militia. Moreover,
millions of dollars are available in the
country with which to purchase arms,
mainly of Russian make. One of the most
remarkable features of the civil war has
been the continuing strength of the Leb-
anese pound against other foreign curren-
cies, indicating a tremendous inflow of

" funds from the outside.

According to what a former adviser to
Pierre Gemayel reported to this writer,
the Phalanges plan in this round was to
achieve the de facto partition of Beirut
by military force. Moslems living in pre-
dominantly Maronite areas like Ashrifiyya
were driven out and their homes destroyed.
Commercial quarters where Moslem shop-
keepers rented from Christian landowners
were also destroyed; such was the fate of
Suk Sursuck and Suk al-Khadra. The
Phalanges objective was to divide the city
by a line running from the port eastward
to Mount Lebanon, whence they could
secure the northern areas of the country,
where the majority of Maronites live.
With this accomplished, the creation of a
Maronite state might become a reality.
The Phalanges have, however, encountered
much stiffer resistance than anticipated
and have consequently suffered heavy
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