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The Roxborough,
Ottawa, April 3, 1919

¥rs. agnea C. Oray,
436 Viotorla avenue,
Srandcn, lanitobs.

My dear 4snes:

1 am very muca pleaged to have pour letter of March
Z8th. 4% 8OO &8 1L was received, [ tried to pet in touch
with the Dspartment of Trade nd Cormerce to find out wxhat
service, if eany, it would be pcssible for me to render in
sdvancing Villie's interests in the matter orf his application
for the position of Wotion Picturs #ditor. \
I have Jjuot been talking with ¥r. 02Kara, the Peputy
Binister of the Dapartment of Trade and Commerce, and he
tells me thot the sppolntment is entirely in the hmpde of
the Civil Service Cownisslon. The Commission, as you xnow,
is supposad to decide all matters of mppointmont alely on
grounda of merit. from this point of view, I fesl that
¥111i0's own work and writings will stand him in much Lotter :
stead than any word any ome could say on his hehalf,

T doubt I the Commission is litsly to be influenced
by any axnreesion of opinion from any soures. If, however,
Influenge of the kind is likely to be of service, I sm
inclined to think that it would prejudice rather than help
Villie's chances wsre [ tC ippear in the matter at all. The
Commissioners have practically =11 been sppointed hy the
present Qoverzment,or Zir Sobart's Covernment whlch preceded
it. Dr. Recehe, the Chairnsn, was u= former merder of Sir
Robert Borden's Cabinat, I have been so stronz in oy

v opposition to the old Conservative fovernmant snd the ypresent
Unlon Government, that were it known T w2e anxious about the
appointment ¢f any partiocular norson, the chances are the
Commiesion would w#o out of its way to see that my men was not
appointed. It is unforturate that this should be ths cass;
but with your own understanding of men snd affairs, you will,

I am sure, be the first to see wherein, under the circumstances,
it would be bast for me not to sttompt Lo move ome way or the
other. Thet I shall be moet heppy to do ie to speok to

ome third marty who could porisaps paes on 2 friendly word;

but to attempt more then this wouvld, T think, be unwise.
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