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The Roxborough,
Ottawa, April 3, 1919

Mra. ügnea 0. Gray,
436 Victoria avenue,

Srandcn, Manitoba,

.Vy dear Agnes:

I am very muea plaueod to have your letter of zVirch 
doth. -u aoou as it was received, I tried to get ir. touch 
with the lepartœeot of Trade r.d Comerce to find out what 
.service, if any, it would be p.eslble for me to render In 
advancing Villle'e interests in the matter of hie application 
for the position of Action Picture Editor.

’ :v-V3 J-i-t bean talking with ,..r. OJHara, the 'deputy 
Ulniator of the Department of Trade and Commerce, and he 
tells no that the appointment is entirely in the v-.ada of 
tho Civil Jorvlce Co’..mission, Thu Commission, as you know, 
is aupj'Oaad *o deci&o all ’a*.ttera of ppo lut man t solely on 
grounds of -lerlt. Prom this point of view, I f»ul that 
Villio • a owr. work and writings will at end hi n in much setter 
stead than iny word ?j\r ono could say or, hie behalf.

T doubt if tho Commission is 11'sly to bo Influenced 
by any expression of opinion from any source. If, however, 
influence of the kind is likoly to be of service, I sm 
inclined to think Uv L it would prejudice rather than hole 
Villle'e chances ware 1 tc opear in the matter at all. The 
Commissioners have practically $11 been appointed by the 
present Ooverrment.or Sir Robert*? Ccvernrser.t vhleh preceded 
It. Dr. Rceh6, the Chairman, was . former me-bar of Sir 
Robert Borden’s Cabinet. I have been *0 r.tror.? in rry 

✓ opposition to the old Conservative Government and the present 
Union Government, th-.t were it kno^n T w>s anxious about the 
appointment of anv part loular *x>rson, the chances uro the 
Commission would go out of Its way to see that ny nur. .taa not 
appointed. It ie unfortunate that this should be the case-, 
but with your own understanding of men and affairs, you will,
I am sure, be the first to see wherein, under the cir-umstarcea, 
it would be cost for me not tc attempt to move ono way or the 
other. 'Vhct I shall bo most htypy to io ir to spe^k. to

ome third party who could perhaps pass cn : friendly word; 
out to attermt more than this would. T think, be unwise.
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