by David Marples

How often do we hear the term “"Edmonchuk” as a designation
for this city? It may be difficult for most readers to concesve of the
idea that this urban sprawl we inbabit is somehow intrinsically
Ukrainian. After all, Ukrainians make up only about 13 percent of
the total population, which like most Canadian cities, is dominated
by those of Anglo-Saxon background. In one respect, however, the
Ukrainians are unique; they have a distinct culture and language, but
unlike the other ethnic groups which constitute our multicultual
society, the culture of the mother country has remained essentially
submerged.

In its recent history, Ukraine
has been dominated by three great
nations; the -western regions by
Austria and Poland and the
eastern area by Russia. Its latter-
day experience as the second Slav
nation of a Soviet empire has done
little to alleviate this problem.
The Russians, after a brief period
of liberalism in the 1920’s, have
taken up the role of Big Brother.
Ukrainian cities are dominated by
Russians, particularly in the east.
Books and newspapers published
in Ukraine are predominantly in
the Russian language. More
significant, Soviet historiography
portrays the entire history of the
country as one of eternal
friendship with the Great Russian
People, linked together as two
parts of an integral whole.

~ Ukrainian Canadians in
North America have taken steps
to remedy the effects of Soviet rule
on Ukrainian culture. In the years
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“Canada’s newest hit makers listen to their hot product with the aid of Slug Sound Enhancers”

LIVE  suB THEATRE

Thursday April 9 - 7:30 p.m.

Reserved tickets now on sale: S.U. Box Office (HUB Mall), Mike’s and all
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