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the chiefs reiating tire prowess of their
great ancestors the while the younger
inembers of the tribe laid offerings on
the graves, that if perclîance the de-
parted Spirits crame to revisit the earth,
they shouId lack nothing.

Imagine, therefore, t he consternation-
of the tribe when they came to the
graves, upon finding them desecrated,
the Haonses of the Dead overturned, the
palisades broken and thrown down!

Confficting emotions, lamentation and-
anger surged up.in their hearts. Who
had doue this ting? Was it the work
of the stranke eye-new? Had the
whites broken faith? Were th-e Black-
feet on the war-path?

The tribepassed on, just beyoud the
confines of the Sacred Land, yet within
sight of it. Camp was madui, and word
given for a eonucil and war-dance. Run-
ners were sent ont to warn and sum-
mon ail the surrounding bands, and to
cail ini the uid of tho beat Medieine-
men.

Beits were got out anel polishtd, armes
cleaned and brightened up, fresh paint
mnixed, ornaments of state unwrapped,
hair oil aippied, and sundry other prep-
arations made. ý It was significant that
aIl who had been wearing clothes mod-
elled upon those o& the wites, were
the first ta appear in native dress.

By evening, seven bands in ail wern
gathpred together round the great fire
wbich had been buit at the end of a
coulpe. The fire threw weird shadows
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on the assembled compauy, and side
liglits came fromn behind and around
them, for several pine trees had been
set on lire, and the flames were Ieap-
ing and crackling up the branches-
tongues of fire, beckoning to far-away
tribes, and warning those who knew
the signais, that something of dire im-
port was on foot.

Amoug those who saw the flaming
forks witli great trepidation was the
missionary's wif e, Mrs. Linehauer. Her
husband ivas away, and the wee babe
étirred restlessiy in its craie. She
called thge yoiung man who had charge
of the Mission School, and who had
often supplied at the Mission services.
Together they looked across the lake
ut the fiames, now shooting high in the
air. Aft"r a consultation, the young
xissîonary slipped silently down to the
'water's edge, and unmoored a boat.
Froni the bottom of it he picked up a
scarlet Hudson's Bav blanket, and some
fringed buckskin pants. The senior
missionary frequently had recourse to,
the native drese when visiting a band
for the first time, *and lie bad evident-
]y left these articles belîind from bis
]ast trip. Quick as thought Mr. Sev-
nhaur slipped thcm ou, fastening thie
lilanket in such a way that no ane
woufld take Iirn for anyone but a tali
Indian.

Skimming along the edge of the wa-
fer t ili lie came to a place where the
slia<ows wyere deep, he crossed and
beachied hi boast quietlv. Tie voods
arfe very deceptive in regard to dis-
t lie, ec 11 d lie hýa d walk'ed snie 1ni ies
e le lie Calle cclose cli îl1I o di tii -

bie would firet have to prove himself
before he could be called to the lead-
ership. Seymour shivered a littie;
'what ho had heard of thege trials of
valor inlined him more to sympatlii:i-
with this young brave, than to adlmire
him.

The Indians began ta form up for
the War Dance. The flrst cirele was
made by the squaws, tînt second b
the sick or infirm Jundians, the third by
the yaung Indians, and the Iast by the
warriors. To the sounds of the ainni-
present tom-tom and chant, the cire 'e
maved through ail the tortures of tht'
dance, tili the limax wvas reached when
Red Crow took his dagger-knife and
went to the would-be chief, took him
by the fleeh aînd stabbeda bale through
it, and then put a ratvhide through this
flesh, fastening it ta a near-by pale.
The Indiaus danced round in a frenzy
of yells tili the fleeli broke, but the
oui-v sigu tire embryo chief gave was
a slight twitching af the mouth as the
pain got mare intense.

This over, the Indians were re-eeated,
whule a young girl was brought for-
ward snd seated where the ire Iight"
plaved f ull on her. Seymaur recognized
ber as Shasta MaePherson, a beatitiful
hslf-breed girl ho hsd seen a few times
ut the -.%ission. There, she lîad always
wornt English clothes and ber gloriaus
hair bad been coiled round ber head.

Shalways wore dresses of a rich winp
red, or a vivid scanlet, whichi seemed
the exact shades to intensifv ber beait-
t 'V: and he bad alwilvs h greatlY

illi'r-4t(Iin lier, pa.-rt Iv liecaise lie
kniewý of ber great intere-it in hirn. As1
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guish what was goiug'on. He had neyer
seen Indians in ail the paraphernalla of
war-trappings beforti, and for a mo-
nient bie was nuplussed. He bail the
preenuce of mind to get bebind some
fallen timber, however, where hie was
shaded, and could see ail that was go-
ing on. He reaiized now that the matter
was serious; and anxiously iudeed hie
watched, for he realized that this was
no ordinary tribal meeting, but oue ex-
tremnely ominous to the whîtes.

'Ée Indiana were 'squatting in rows
around the fire; new trees had been
lighted, and thé burning branches
swayed and kissed as the fiames leaped
along them. An old chief, whom 'Sey-
mour recognized as Mpkasto (Red.
Crow) was reiating bis deeds, sud the
deeds of, his fathers, the great chiefs;
and inciting the younger men 1te a
frenzy of excitement.

When lie had finished, the tom-tom
eomrnenced beating, and a low, weird
chant was started by the chefs, growl-
ing louder as the others took it up.
The most creditable act an Indian can
perform is to show that he is brave,
to -prove hie physical courage by some
daring deed or by uudergoing some
fearful torture without flinching.

Nowr one young man came forward,
who demanded that heelbe mai leader
of the war baud. Hie had the skin of
a Cree Indian, the visage of a com-
mander, and the bearing of a prince.

According to the custom of the tribe,
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