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the chiefs relating the prowess of their
great ancestors the while the younger
members of the tribe laid offerings on
the graves, that if perchance the de-
parted Spirits came to revisit the earth,
they should lack nothing.

Imagine, therefore, the consternation
of the tribe when they came to the
graves, upon finding them desecrated,
the Houses of the Dead overturned, the
palisades broken and thrown down!

Conflicting emotions, lamentation and:
anger surged up in their hearts. Who
had done this thing? Was it the work
of the strange eye-new? Had the
whites broken faith? Were the Black-
feet on the war-path?

The tribe passed on, just beyond the
confines of the Sacred Land, yet within
sight of it. Camp was made, and word
given for a council and war-dance. Run-
ners were sent out to warn and sum-
mon all the surrounding bands, and to
call in the aid of the best Medieine-
men.

Belts were got out and polished, arms
cleaned and brightened up, fresh paint
mixed, ornaments of state unwrapped,
hair oil applied, and sundry other prep-
arations made. It was significant that
all who had been wearing clothes mod-
elled upon those of the whites, were
the first to appear in native dress.

By evening, seven bands in all were
gathered together round the great fire

“which had been built at the end of a

coulee. The fire threw weird shadows

guish what was going on. He had never
seen Indians in all the paraphernalia of
war-trappings before, and for a mo-
ment he was nonplussed. He had the
presence of mind to get behind some
fallen timber, however, where he was
shaded, and could see all that was go-
ing on. He realized now that the matter
was serious; and anxiously indeed he
wadched, for he realized that this was
no ordinary tribal meeting, but one ex-
tremely ominous to the whites.

e Indians were squatting in rows
around the fire; mnew trees had been
lighted, and the burning branches
swayed and kissed as the flames leaped
along them. An old chief, whom Sey-

"mour recognized as Mekasto (Red

Crow) was relating his deeds, and the
deeds of his fathers, the great chiefs;
and inciting the younger men to a
frenzy of excitement. '
When he had finished, the tom-tom
commenced beating, and a low, weird
chant was started by the chiefs, growl-
ing louder as the others took it up.

The most creditable act an Indian can |

perform is to show that he is brave,
to prove his physical courage by some
daring deed or by undergoing some
fearful torture without flinching.

Now one young man came forward,
who demanded that he be madé leader
of the war band. He had the skin of
a Cree Indian, the visage of a com-
mander, and the bearing of a prince.

According to the custom of the tribe,
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