
Protection along Railwdys

SCthpille are close seconds. The black
Ocu8t has the very useful power, like
'lover inl this respect, of enriching the soil
'1 which it grows by the colonies of bac-
cr1ia whjch adhere to its roots. Thus,
luite Outside of its use as timber, i t is
'seful as a culture plant. The Wood,
hougli fot well known in Canada, is higli-
y vale for work requiring toughness
[11d f1rmness. Insulator pegs, vehicle and
nilWay car timbers and fence posts are
ses to which it is now put.

01a recent visit to the station at St.

'land5 , Flou W. H. Hearst, Minister of.
îf s Porests and Mines, expressed. him-

e] sastonished and delighted with the
(ork that was under way and the progress
bat was shown. Hie further declared that
le mfovement would have his still warmer
v'lPathv and support since he had seen
ihi-self what was being done.

'OTECTION ALONG RAILWAYS.

0le f the things that is demanding
;tetntiO]u is the protection of foreste along
'lW"aY lines by the clearing of debris

a strip two hundred feet wide on
eB ide of the right-of-way. Mr. Clyde

[i«vî'tt, Chief Pire Inspecter for the Caa-
la" Railway Commission writes of this

-proision should be made, by cither
'laive or administrative action Or

th, Of ail the Provincial Governjnents of
Laadaa for the enforced removal of În-
tuluable débris on lands adjacent to
'W7ay rights of way. This is absolutely

al te a reasonable dcgree of safety
'ite o f foreste and other property

'g railway uines. The Dominion Rail-
y 'Act requires that railways operatig

Dominion charters shall iaintain
'Ights of way free from. dead and

grass, Weeds and other combustible
tter. The Railway Commision enforces
" Provision It also requires the use
the best fire-protective appliances o
1 ngluies and also that the railway com-

e' uliain patrols and take adleqilate

il 1 repori and extinguiehing rail-

ýýOglnes still throw some sparks, hoW-
e, and atres along railway rights-of-way
8tarted as well by smokers, traiaps,
uumhlerous other agencies, either care-T
Or~ lalicions. Uinese immediately disý

erdaad extinguished, fires starting on
r'ht>f*way quickly spread to adjac-

se, where, in the case of forest
thle almost universal presence Of

e 'a,,fties of dead,'inflammable m4a-
al faeilîtates the rapid spread of th~e

T1'" enders extingzuishsng difieult,'

ial 1 bad in the case of the large
Ofcut-Over lands, wbich s0 gener"

ally parallel the railway fiues in the non-
agricultural sections.

'Iff the land or timber owners removed
this material on a strip two hundred feet
wide outside the right-of-way, on each side
of the track, it would enormously increase
the efficiency of the nicasures whidh the
railway conîpanies are required to take,
and would without question decrease to a
remarkable extent, the destruction from
fires along railway lines. Not only would
the destruction of mucli private property
be avoided, but large quantities of young
forest growth on cut-over lands would be
given a chance to reacli maturity, i nstead
of being burned over periodically and so

being kept in a perpetual state of unpro-
ductîvity.

THE FIRB-BUG AND THE EAST WIND.

E. T. Allen, Forester, Western Forestry
and Conservation Association.

'it 's tîme to bit the trail again,'
The careless camper said,

And left bis little lire ablaze
Witbin its leafy bed.

'l'il ight another cigaret,'
The ide loafer said,

And chucked bis old snipe in the brush
One end stili glowing red.

'No, i l not bura my slash this spring,'
The noss-back logger said,

'1,1l trust to God and Jack again;
Expense ie wbat I drcad.'

'Let 'e punch the screen out of the stack,'

The donkeY fireman said,
And BO lie did, andc ail the sparks

Sailed blithcly overhead.

'Corne on, we '11 dumnp Our ashes nown,'

The railroad trainniefi said,

The train soon fanned them far and wide
AS on its way it sped.

Good tine to lire myv slashing now,'

The thrifty raneher said,
1,11( touceed it o)ff without a thoiglit

Of how far it rnight spreadl.

l'il think J 'Il blow an hour or two,
The restless east wind said,

bhen likedl it so be chlaiged hie rnÎind

-And blew a week instead.

ýMilliOns in ]ives and timnber lot,

The ne'wspapers next eaid.
~hat made thiose tires al] start at once,
W. wondered as we read.

The fools in chorus said.
o tbey 're alive and loose this year,
-We hope the wind ie dead.


