Protection along Railwadys
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ally parallel the railway lines in the non-
agricultural sections.

‘If the land or timber owners removed
this material on a strip two hundred feet
wide outside the right-of-way, on each side
of the track, it would enormously increase
the efficiency of the measures which the
railway companies are required to take
and would without question decrease to a,.
remarkable extent, the destruction from
fires along railway lines. Not only would
the destruction of much private property
be avoided, but large quantities of young
forest growth on cut-over lands would be
given a chance to reach maturity, instead
of being burned over periodically and so
being kept in a perpetual state of unpro-

ductivity.
THE FIRE-BUG AND THE EAST WIND.

E. T. Allen, Forester, Western Forestry
and Conservation Association.

¢Tt’s time to hit the trail again,’
The careless camper said,

And left his little fire ablaze
Within its leafy bed.

¢1°11 light another cigaret,’

The idle loafer said,
And chucked his old snipe in the brush

One end still glowing red.

¢No, I’ll not burn my slash this spring,’

The moss-back logger said,
(1711 trust to God and luck again;

Expense is what I dread.’
h the sereen out of the stack,’

The donkey fireman said,
And so he did, and all the sparks

Sailed blithely overhead.

‘Let’s punc

¢Come on, we’ll dump our ashes now,’
The railroad trainmen said,

The train soon fanned them far and wide
As on its way it sped.

e to fire my slashing now,’
The thrifty rancher said,

And touched it off without a thought
Of how far it might spread.

)11 blow an hour or two,’
ast wind said,

he changed his mind
k instead.

‘«Good tim

¢1711 think I
The restless e
Then liked it so
And blew a wee

¢ Millions in lives and timber lost,’
The newspapers next said.

What made those fires all start at once,
We wondered as we read.

' us, it was that wind,’

The fools in chorus said.
So they’re alive and loose this year,

—_We hope the wind is dead.

‘It wasn



