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is being seriously inipaired. These

and many other related subjeets will

receive attention at the Conference.

The Conference will be offlcially

opened in Ottawa on July 25tli, and

immediately thereafter the Eastern

Tour to, the provinces of Quebec,

New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia,

will be undertaken. This wi11 be

followed by business sessions to be

lield in'Ottawa during the week of

the 6tli to, llti. Following upon the

business meetings the Conference will

start on the Western tour, visiting

points i Ontario, Manitoba, Saskat-

cliewan, Alberta, and the interior of

British Columbia. Subsequently a

tour to appropriate points on the

mainland ini Vancouver Island will

be taken by boat; the Confercnce

finaily reaching Victoria where the

concluding sessions will take place.

Disouss Bof twood Supplies

The predominatillg theme for dis-

cussion at the Britishi Empire Fores-

try Conference, wîll be "World's

Sof twood Supplies ". Although liard-

woods are essential. for xnany pur-

poses, the advantages of the soft-
woods for ail forms of ordinary

tonstruction, and especially for the

inanufacture of paper, the demand

forhicli is constantly and greatly

ineasing, render tliem of para-

mount importance in the economie

if e of the civilized world.

The Conference will be attended

by authorities who have heen making

special investigations regarding soft-

wood supplies. Altliougli the Con-

f erence is essentially of an Empire

eharacter, and it is desired above al]

to assist in rendering the Empire

self-sustaining in its timber supplies,

it is also necessary to take cognizancE

of similar supplies available in othe'

countries. It is expected that b3

the conclusion of the Conference,i

thorough preliminary inventory oi.

the softwood reourees throughour

the world will have been eoinpleted

Cana"a and the Conifers

It is most appropriate that sucli i

subjeet sliould have been cliosen fo:

the main discussion i Canada, f o

our country has been most aptl,
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dlescribed as the "Softwood Store-
house of the Empire". By reason

of our more nortlierly location, we

enjoy peculiar advantages for the

growth of coniferous timber. Ai-
thougli extensive hardwood forests

are found in eastern Canada, partie-

ularly as regards maple, bircli and

beech, which are present in consider-

able quantities, it is neverthcless a

fact tliat the econornie trees for pro-

duction and exploitation ini Canada

are the pines, spruees, firs, cedars,
hcmlocks, etc., -ail softwood trees.

It must be remcmbcred tliat,' as an

essential proccss in piacing lumber

on th*. markets, it is customary in

eastern Canada {where the extensive

liardwood forests occur) to utilize

the old mcthod of "river driving"

to convcy logs froin the woods to

tlie sawmils. So far.-it is, to al

practical purposes, commerciaily im-

possible to transport hardwood logs

for long distances in this manner,

and it is this feature which, in a
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measure, renders a great portion of
our liardwood forests as of problem-

atical value. This particular feature

of the situation off ers a very iu-

teresting field of research, namnely,

to sec wliether sone means can be

provided to render liardwood logs

drivable, or cisc in some manner to

devise means whcrcby they may be

taken from the woods to the milîs

by other methods.
Canadians may feel espciaily

proud of the fact that Canada lias

been sclected as the meeting place

cf the second Conference. No effort

is being spared to justify this de-

cision, and it may definitely be anti-

cipatcd that tlie numerous delegates

will return to their respective coun-

tries witli a very mucli cicarer con-

ception of Canadian conditions, the

advantages of Canada as a source of

raw forest produets, and also of lier

rcinarkabie developmcnt in the manu-

facture of wvood into a great mnany

produe ts.
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