OFf the Kuisteneaux Indians, . k3

for the person who means to give the entertainment to
announce his design, on a certain day, of opening bis
medicine bag, and smoking out of his sacred stem.
This declaration is considered as a sacred vow that can-
not be broken. In the spring and autumn they engage
invery long and selemm ceremonies, when dogs are of-
fered as sacrifices, those which are fat and milk-white
are preferred; The scene of these ceremonies is in the
most conspicuous situation, i order that travellers may

be induced to make their offerings at the same.time. If, -

on any of these occasions, a person pass by, and be in
real wantof any thing that is displayedas an effering,
he hasa right to take I, provided he replacesit with
some article he can spare, though it be of far inferior
value ; but to take any thing wantonly is considered as
a sacrilegious act, and * highly insulting to the great
Master of Life,” to use their own expression, who is the
sacred objectof their devotion.

The séohe of private sacrifice is the lodge of the per-
son who performs it, which is prepared for that purpose
by removing every thing away;, and spreading green
branches om the floor. A new hearthk is mrade, and 2
fire lighied. The owner of the dwelling .remains afone
init; andhebegins the ceremony by spreading & mew
piece of clothy-on-which he opens his mredicine bag, and
exposes its contents, consisting of various articles. The
prineipal of themi is- a Kkind of household: godj which is
a carved: mage about efghtinches long, the object of
the mdost plous regard. DBesides this there is' his war-
cap, decorated with feathers, and a quill for every
enemy whom the owner of it has slain in battle. The
remmimrng contents of the bag are” piece of Brazil to-
bacco, several roots and  simples, which are in great
estimation for their medicinal qualities, and a pipe.
These articles being alk exposed, and the stem resting
upontwo forks, the mgter of thelodge sends for the
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