
CANADA. for the protection of a colony now weRl able to do mdh towade protetiig
itself.

In adopting this principle, I need hardly observe to you that Her Majesty'
Government would Ierely be reverting to the former colonial policy of!tbla
country. You are well awarc tat up to theperiod oftthe warof the Ameriva
Revolution, the then British colonies which now form the United States, as well
as the West indian colonies, were required to take "pon themselves the principal
share of the burthen of their owu protection, and even to contribute to
the mlitary operations undertaken to extend -the colonia possessions of the
British Crown. The North American colonies defended themselves ainost
entirely from the fierce Indian tribes by which these infant communities were
frequently emperifled, and furnished no inconsiderable proportion of the force
by which the contest of British power with that of France was maintained on
the continent of America; and the West Indian colonies did not, in proportion
to tbeir means, make less exertions.

7. Her Majesty's Government would have thought it right at an earlier
period to revert to this former policy of the empire, and to extend to Canada
measures of the same description with those which have already been adopted
as respects the Australian colonies, had it not been that tili lately there were
circumstances connected with the commercial and general condition of Canada
whieb seemed to render the time unfavourable for efecting so important a
ebange. The difficulties under which commerce and industry laboured were of
a very aggravated description, and produced their usual consequenes of politieal
exeitement and discontent ; nor ought it to be concealed that much of the
pvaiting distres was attributalAe to the changes which had taken plaoe in

tish legislation. TIhe combined effect of thie stimulus given by the Act of
1843 to the investment of capital in preparations for supplying this countrywith
lowr from Canada, and of the subsequent general l of al restri*ons on
the importation of corn and flour into the United i'ngdom, had undoubtedig
been to cause very heavy losses in Canada, and tii these had been reovmed it
wou!d have been mexpedient to add to the burthens of the prowne.

8. But the season of commercial depression in Canada has now pmased
away, the repeal of the Navigation Laws, and the opening of the St. Lawrence
Ceaans, whieh the province has been enabled to construt by a loan raisnl on
hígbly favourable terms on the credit of the Brtiuh Treasury, has given a greet
impulse to its tade, and the renarkable inerease of the cuistoms' tevenue wvhieb
you have lately reported to me, affords -aelear and striking pooof of the return
of prospen'ty.* Under these cireumstanees, it appears to Her M Y's Govera-
ment, uhat ne more favourable opptityoSrud be found forlci the lscal
relatíons of the mother-ceuntry and the colony on a permanent uid
footing. They ae the more indwced to tdopt this wiew of the sub ect, cause
=th arep ared to reeommend to Pariament that assistance of the same kijd

that whih ham proved so eminently useful to Canada in the constraction
of the St. Lawrence Canals, should be extended to fier in respect of anothr
public work, calenlated to be hardly less beneficia h to her tan these canais. In
another despatéh 1 wî1 explain to your Lordeií the views of Mer Maj*esty's
Government with regard to the means by whieh itis 'hoped tat *e construction
oft Ee Q ebe and Halifax Railway may be accomplished. I only advert to
tus subject at presen for tre of observing, at whle the credit of this
enntryis exeted to ea"Me (mda to extend her puie works ad to develop.
ber resourees, I <ed eo*denrt that t6e Paratament of Caaa wll readjy
co-operate iwith Mer Mf 's G'aoverment ia adepting-measures or dímníshimg
the charge on thre asry or6wte efnee of the province.

9.Havig atus ehpi ned to yea Lordshp the prineples f the poliy
which Her Maestys Govern .rent to adopt, I 1 .now proceed to state
more particularly the measuires by I it Is contemplated that this Pacy
shoukd be caried 'nte effeet. Is the first place, it is intended, tat in tur,
wviía the exception of a certain number of eofled penionkers, for whese location
in ie province arrangements are m progress, the troops n matened in Canada
should be confined to the garrisons of two or three fertified ponts of import-
me, probably only Quebec and Kiùgston. TIe terms of amity upen whie

* .sa L u ' 4lespsWh za. 2, Jaraary d, MM, en aeMpoeai p.a e 0f the pro,
vince, page 99, Appendix to this paper.


