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for ghe proteetion of a colony now well able to do much towards protectivg
itself. -

In adopting this principle, I need hardly observe to you that Her Majesty’s
Gwemmemguld ﬂ?erely be reverting to',;:he former {dom policy ofs:zia
country. You are well aware that up to the period of the war of the American
Revolution, the then British colonies which now form the United States, as well
as the West Indian colonies, were required to take upon themselves the principal
share of the burthen of their own protection, and even to contribute to
the military operations undertaken to extend the colonial possessions of the
British Crown. The North American colonies defended themselves almost
entirely from the fierce Indian tribes by which these infant communities were
frequently emperilled, and furnished no inconsiderable proportion of the force
by which the contest of British power with that of France was maintained on

e continent of America; and the West Indian colonies did not, in proportion
to their means, make less exertions.

7. Her Majesty’s Government would have thought it right at an earlier
period to revert to this former rpohcy of the empirc, and to extend to Canada
measures of the same description with those which have already been adopted
as respeets the Australian colonies, had it not been that till lately there were
circumstances connected with the commercial and genersl condition of Cansda
which seemed to render the time unfavourable for effecting so important s
change. The di:ieulties noder whichdoz:lm&rqe asr:iiindustry faboured were :{
a very aggravated description, and produ eir usual consequences of politica
excitement and discontg;;; nor fught it to be concealed that much of the

vailing distress was attributable to the changes which had taken place in
g:tish legislation. The combined effect of the stimulus given by the Act of
1843 to the investment of capital in preparations for supplying this country with
flour from Cenada, and of the subsequent general 1 of all restrictions on
the importation of corn and flour into the United Kingdom, had undoubtedly
been to cause very heavy losses in Canada, and till these had been recovered,
would have been mexpedient to add to the burthens of the provinee.

8. But the season of commercial depression in Canada has now
away, the repeal of the Navigation Laws, and the opening of the §t. Lawrence
Canals, which the province has been enabled to comstruct by a loan raised on
highly favourable terms on the eredit of the British Treasury, has given a grest
impulse to its trade, and the remarkable inerease of the customs’ revenue which
you ‘have lately reported to me, effords a clear and striking proof of the return
of pmo%erity.“ Under these cireumstanees, it ars to Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, thet no more favourable opportunity could be found for p?‘ acing the fiscal
relations of the mother-country and the colony on a permanent ang e%::tabk
footing. ‘They are the more induced to adopt this view of the subject, because
they are p to recoramend to Partiament that assistance of the same kind
w‘r:g that which has proved so eminently useful to Canada in the construction
of the St. Lawrence Canals, should be extended to her in respect of another
public work, caleulated to be hardly less beneficial to her than these capals. In
another despatch 1 will explain to your Lordship the views of Her Majesty’s
CGovernment with regard to the means by which it s hoped that the construction

“dae Qaebec and Halifax Railway may be acc lished. 1 only advert to
thﬂwbjpctat-mtforﬂae ~ of observing, that while the credit of this
country is exerted $o emabie to extend her public works and to develop,
her resources, I foel eonfident that the Parliament of Canada will readily
co-operate with Hermm esty’s Government in adopting measures for diminishing
the cha (&fa'ﬂw“’l‘n Y reasusy ﬁrthedetbneeofh:hepmvinoe.

9. Having thus explained to your Lordship the principles of the pok
which Her Majesty’s Government to adopt, I-vl;ﬂl now proceed topoataz
more particularly the measures by which #t is contemplated that this cy
should be carﬁedintoeﬁ'eet.. fn the first place, it is intended, that in rture,
with the exception of a certain ﬂuqdber of eurclled pensioners, for whese location
in the province arrangements are in progress, the troops meingained in Canads
should be confined to the garrisons of two or three fortified posts of import-
ance, probably only Quebec and Kingston. The terms of amity upen which

_ * fae Lo Eigin's deapaseh Na. 2, Jauory 1, 1851, an the inoressing prsparity of the pro-
vince, page 99, Appendix to this paper.



