
Ou tarrlving et Plymouth, we were sent ta camp at West Dow"s
South, Elalisbury Plain. liere we remained under ca.nvas until the
maiddle of Deceuiber, 1914. By this tiine a tew changes had been mnade
in the battalion, and we were all prepared for France.

Our Colonel, W. lI:art-McHarg, was one of the finest oMecro in the
service. The. second in command of out regimeut we.s Major V. W. Odluxn
(now Brigaier-General Odlwn, C. B., C. M. G., D. S. O.), also a splendid
oo.ffer

W. loft Englad and arrived in France eauly in FéIbruary, 1914.
Our first experiences in the firing line were at Ploegst-eert, in Belginin.

Afterwards we were lu thie tronches near Armucntier, then at Fleurbay,
nd .evntually, on April 101h, w. moved into the Ypres salicut. W.
came out of the trenches ut Ypres for a short rest on April 18th, 1915;
and on April 22nd, about 5 o 'elock in the atternoon, the Germas heav-
il 7 bombsi'ded St. Julien, to wbich the guns in the rear of out billets
imnuedlately answered. W. watched the burning of St. Julien, and
about 0 p. mn. we saw groupe of Ture.os and Zouaves retire trom their
tronches, and coune iu front~ of out gins. A. the. shela were falling la
grs numbers around out billets, mnt ot the mna were placedin l the

de cllar of the. faruihouse, and the. test took sheltur in the vanous
dugouts around belonging to the artillery.

A littie 1.1er we reeeived orders t. stand ta, and later mnarehed towards
the front line tronches, te take up a position ini order to stop the ad-
vancing Germans, and there walt for further orders. About 1 o'clock
on the rnorning ot the 23rd, we rececivcd orders to again advaue and,
on coinlug in contact with the. (lrman8, we at once dug ourselves in.
Durlng the whole day we were heavily shelled, varions attacks belug
made on out trenches by the cenmy, who were driven off, sufferlng gmet
lases.

Duirng the. ui<ht opf the 23rd, we deepenud our tronches, and with the
aid~ of the. Engincere, who assisted us, we pla.ed soine barbed wrlre lu
front of out tronches tead for the. attaek wc knew would coame thc nert
inornllag. About 4 'lc nthe mornlug, the eueniy madie a strong
attaek on theq 1Sth Be.ttallon, ou out igt andi, usiug polsonous gasan
a, heavy artillery' barrage, broke tru what was loft ofthei battliou,
about 8 o'leoc. Tii.y also lufeddi brek throngh on out left,
and ut 9:80 in the. mornig I went out wt a fet ofy mna r tion.
noitre, and font w. were prcial urrounded. A Uittle later the
Germana madie unotiier etrong atk ou out tronches, but wcre agalu
drivoxu eut. Alter *1*1. w. werO iieayly bombarded, thc sheils droppiug
iu our tronches, caung vcy tioavy easualties.

At Il o'clock w vo voe terc4>d ta retire inentier ta icep in contact with
Our loft sud zight, ant inl passing over the ground inl thc ruer of out
tronches, we lest mnauy more mn. We, howvvr, seecede in conniunlg
up with the. 48th Highlanders, of Toronto, on ou rigiit, andi witi wiat
rumiaineti of the. ether Canadian battalions on out 1eft. Thc 0Gqruans,
however, Caine in great utumbers, (noe han fiten ta oui), and eveu-
sJly, ut 1 a >clock on April 24ti, haitg no amuiniioi, aunoaarly &H the
me being kifleti or s.veey wuunded, w, were surrouadeti andi 1 was
taien -rse.


