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onies ; and was Chairman of the London Golonial Confer—
ence, 1866-67, when the Act of Union, known as the
¢« British North America Act,” was passed by the Imperial
Parlt. On 1 July 1867, when the new constitution came
into force, was called upon to form the first Govt. for the
New Dominion, and was sworn of the Privy Council and was.
apptd. Minister of Justice and Attorney-General of Can, an
office he continued to fill until he and his Ministry resigned
on the Pacific Railway charges, 6 Nov. 1873. Irn 1871 was
apptd. one of Her Majesty’s Joint High Commissioners and
Plenipotentiaries, together with Earl de Gray (now Mar-
quis of Ripon) Sir Stafford Northcgte, Sir Edward Thoronton,
and Right Hon. Montague Bernard, to act in connection with
five commissioners named by the President of the United
States, for the seitlement of the Alabama claims, and of mat-
ters in dispute between Great Britain and the United States,
the labours of which Joint High Commission resulted in the
Treaty of Washington, signed at Washington, U.S., on 8 May
1871. Received degree of D.C.L. (hon.) from Oxford Univ.,
1865. 1Is also LL.D. of Queen's Univ. Kingston,and a D.C L.
of Univ, of Trinity Coll,, Toronto. Created K.C.B. (civil) by
Her Majesty, July 1867. Created a Knight Grand Cross of
the Royal Order of fsabel la Catolica (of Spain), Jan. 1872.
Nominated a mem. of Her Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy
Council, July 1872, and sworn in Aug. 1879. Urpanimously
elected leader of the Can. Liberal Conservative Opposition, &
Nov. 1873. Sat for Kingston in Can. Assem. from Nov. 1844,
until the Union. Returned for same seat in Commonsat g.e.
1867 ; at g.e. 1872, and at g.e. 1874. Unseated on petition,
21 Nov. 1874 ; re-clected 29 Dec. 1874. Contested the city
of Kingston at last g.e., when he was defeated. Immedi-
ately afterwards was elected by acclamation for Marquette,
Can., which he vacated—by having accepted office as Pre-
mier and Minister of the Interior, on 17 Oct. 1878, which
position he now holds. Was then elected for Victoria, B.C.
Elected for Carleton and Lennox at last g.e. The following
are among the principal measures which bhave been carried
through Parlt. by the Right Hon. Knight, viz :——The sec-
ularization of the clergy reserves ; the improvement of the
criminal laws; the promotion of public instruction; the con-
solidation of the statutes; the extension of the municipal
system ; the reorganization of the militia ; the settlement of
the seat of Government question; the establishment of direct
steam mail communications with Europe ; the establishment of
additional penitentiaries, criminal lunatic asylums and refor-
matory prisons, and providing for the inspection thereof;
the providing for the internal economy for the House of Com-~
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