
Periscope.-On the 'Cure of Eruptiois on tMe Head and Face of C1dIdren. • 24

fourth'edition of Wood and Bache's Dispensatory, page 1137, vicinity of Philadelphia. It is probable that the A. Elatior,
under the title of CoUMnsonia, Canadensis, and vulgarly or rag-weed, so cdmron in all our fields, would prove still
known by names similar to those applied to the Kentucky more efficacioù, as its sensible properties are much more
plant. . deyeloped than in the present plant.

I was -iiduced to make a trial of this plant in mercurial Yours; &c., R. E. GRIFFITHJ, M. D.]
Falivation, from the fact that this plant, when given te a Am. Jour. of Med. Science.
horsè affected with a disease called slabbering, effects a
complete cure of the disease in a few hours.

This salivation, or slabbering diseaqe in the horse, doubt ON THE CURE OF ERUPTIONS ON THE HEAD
less proceeds from some diseased condition of the salivary AND FACE IN CHILDREN.
glands... About two years ago, passing' a field where the
plant was abundant, its effect on the salivated horse occurred M. Tronseau iakes saine interesting remarks, i bis
to my mind, and, immediately, a question suggested itself- Journal de Medecine, upon the hles that should uide the
that, if this remedy can exert so speedy, and such surprising practitioner, in endeavouring ta heal tho younptis, sres,
effectý,'on the salivaryglands ai the horsèe,may it flot possess &c., v'hich-affect the head and face cf young children.effctsonthesaharyglads f te hrse ma itnotposessTo- avoid circumlocuition, we,-w'ill emiploy, in the éxtractsproperties that would tender it useful and beneficial in sali- we ake frotipp, te term by ic the are
vation in the- human subject?7 Under this impression, 1 we make 'froni thepaper, the terin by which these are,vaton n te- uma sujec ?. Uderthi imresion Idesignated in France-les oàurmes-equivàlént to our ap-ýresolved on a trial of its powers, in the first case that should .csin i, ,rans-sg e u rt r
present itself. The trial convinced- me that it possessed pellation 0breakings-aut.
powers for relieving and curing rercurial salivation, greatly It is a popular opinion that danger attends the attenpt to

surpssig ay méns ha ithrtouse, an suseqentheal these, and this is sometimes true'when, their m'anifes-6urpasstng- aiiy means I had hither'to used, and subseguent tation is connected witfl a Tnorbid diàthesis. Otherâ, how'-;
experience has firmly established that conviction. tto scnetdwt obddahss tes o-

Theiefl'ct hs fi sthed loca applictioncf. ever, unconnected'with this, do niuch mischief, and should
The effects produced by the local application of the hfu-- b healed~ at once. A, diathesis may be acquired or con-sion in the human subject, induces me to think that the effect genital; and the suypurative diathesis is that which of al

it produces on the horse does not arise frei the plant taken others is most evidently acquired. The "gourmes" arè,-
mto the stomach, and.reaching the diseased glands, tbrough indeed, generally oneof the manifestations cf this; while
the mediuni of the circulationi, but thatthe direct application in other cases the dar~trous'diathesis, which is usually here-
of the juice of the plant, while the horse is chewing it, effects ditary, plays an important part in generating the eruption.
the cure. It has so happened, that all the cases in which I The formn of the "gourmies" will vary, according as one oi
have had occasion te use the remedy, have occurred during other df these. prevail. Impetigo, ecthyma, impetiginous
the spring, summer, or-fall, vhen..theplants are in a green eczema,intertrigo, furunculus, superficial phlegmon, and
state. I have the dried leaves, but have never used them ; ophthalnia, are more especially connected with the suppu-
whether.the.leaves.lose any of their, virtuesby drying, I am rative diathesis ; while lichen, psoriasis, 'eczema rubrum,
unable ta say. .I tave neyer- heard af the plant being used pityriasis farus, and chronic inflammation cf the eyelid, are
in·any shape, as a medicine, until I tried it as a remedy for more'often dependant-upon the dartrous diathesis.
salivation. . 1. Wlhen, fron distress, neglect, or other cause, a super-

[Dr. Robertson was polite -enough ta send. us, with the ficial phiermasia becomes, in the course'f several months,
above communication, saine dried specimens- of the above converted into a suppurating sore, in the groin, behind the
plant,.which we submitted te our friend, Dr. R. E. Griffith, ears, or upon the scalp of the child, the economy, which at
an åble-botanist, from whom we have received the following first suffered from the presence of ah useless discharge, ac-
note:- customs itself to it ta such an' extent, that, although its sup-

Dr. Hays:-Dear Sir,--The -plant you left with me- ap- pression at n early period>would have been very advan-
pears te he Ambrosia 'Trfida, though, frori the absence of tageous, this must now be accomrplished cautiously, or dis-
flowersor frûits, it-is' difficult to decide w'ith absolute cer- ease and ill health will result. 2. Again, when.an impetigo'
,taintyi at the same time, the characters of the leaves and suddenly developes itself in a-child previously in i l,health,
Stem are so striking, as te leave little doubt on the subject. and becomes chronic, the health may become manifestly

Terrey and:Gray (FIor.'Nor. Amer., ii. 29) describes ij mproved, às long as the eruption continues. IL is evider.t'-
as -follows:--iSteim tall and stout, hairy, rough; leaves thati for a certain perid, at least,-it should 'not be meddled
scabroùs and~ hairy, deeply three-lobed; the lobes aval, with, and even then that its cure should be very cautiously
lanceolate, acuminate, serrate ; the lower leaves 'often five- undertaken. 3. The development of the "gourmes"-may

> lobed; p-tioles narrowly winged, ciliate, racemes often pan- be the signal of serios 'disordersmn a child- prini'to this in
iculate; fruit' (fertile involucie) turbinate-obovoid, with a good health. In this case their cure, if fever be present,
short'òonical pointed apexc sis-iibbed, the ribs terminating in should ho set about at once, witut any fear of the pretend
as many cristate tubercles. . ed effects of a retrocession. 4. WVhen a child's' bealth is

Low groundsandalon streamsCanada toGeorgia, and good, wemnust endeavour by évery means te preyent the
westte isia ad kasas Aug.-Sept. ann establishmen the gores r, irsuppuraon acwst Lois iiad Ay .rkansas ( ug.---Sep. ana. cidentally eätablished., it may give rise to other suppuràtions

Itois as nedby Rher l (bunop.t FS -- in fact, generate a suppurative diathesis.' This diathesis,1014) as every where -abundant: he gives the vulgar arain may manifest itself, net only on the skin'and- mucausname öf bitter-weed'to it. ' Rafinesqdte (Med.'Flor., ii. -190) membranes, but also in the internai organs ;and thus, n
.speaks ai it,.and says.tiat it is calledhorse-weed one of the children sufferin.g from &gourmes, variola, rubeola, scar-
naines given by Dr. Robertson, and statesthat the speciîs of latina, &c, are alvays more fatat.' 5; Whèn the gourmes
amlbresia arc.antsetic.'invade important parts, as the' eyes, nasal fossauditori

.:The A.:rida -has 'iot,'ai -far as I can ascéitain béen canal &c:we must use every ieans.ta prevent -their eé-
ernployed as a remedial a ent,'though 'some- of the other tensionT.e
species havebeen'used, with.some: success:as febrifuges. T-eafient--The superléialeicoriatio i
Shouldthe present plant; oia more extended-trial,:efound behind the and -betweene 'folds ot the skin ingross
'o ho 'as succesful,ini'cases' of mercurial salivation as is childien, usually.,arise from negligence, and often disappear

*shiwn by Dr. Robertson,it will be a very important addition upon the- mere observance 'of leanliness.- .Soapy bathsi
ta the materia- iedica. It is ta be found in abundance in the dustinge them vith lycopodium, or the interpdsiticn of lint


