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THE IRON QUESTION.
e tattle for protectlon to Canadlan industry Is
over yet, Lif any menvs. As wo havo repeatediy
? in these colnmbe, the Natlooal Pollcy le stlll
oy lete, and requires to Lo carried & slep or two
her. In fron manufaciurea we havo roade & good
sting, lut we need not Loast tco loudly of our
1tat'on and progress as long as wo sic unabletv
oce the metal Itsctigand bave to deptnd upon
sapply of it feom abrosd.  Whkio the Jinlts
wiat may now Lo called Eaetern Causda, say

.L

the loogitwle of ‘Toronto to that of Svdaey, In
- pe reton, there atv many and large deposlts of tha
8 t Iron ore, al< of coal and of materlal for makiog

oal, all in quentity practically inexbaustible.
verthelens we make no Jron to speak of, and we
R : 11 stk to the old, faollsh plan of sending
ihons of tmonvy out of the'country evety yoat to
for wbat we should make aud casily could make
tome.  Nog filct of patues forblds vur dolog ac,
Providencé has bLeen Louatiful in endowing this
uiry with w_r}\ll.b of oatetlal; wo lack ounly the
toure It Itls mauch to bLe regretted that two
ago, when peatly all otber produclog {oterests
consldered {n the schemo of ths pew tarlfl,
hing effectunl was done for the Lumness of iron
daction. The duty of two dollats per ton on plg
has not sufiiced to start smeltlug turoaces ; vor
the 12} per cent.advance ju the duly on ber iron
5 1011)) sutieed to start rolling mills, Wo
caueed the consumor 10 pay a littlo more for his
1y of imported lron, Lut we have not gone fas
gh to securo to him the bLew; it of m new and
lonal supply made at homejg At would wnot be
however,to put all the bisiup for this upon the
sroment. 'Tho truth !s that the Jorcrnment o
Ping the oew tarlll actually went & good deal tur-
thap people gensrally expected, Up to the very
that tho detalls of the N, T were annvounced fts the
ote, wot one 1oan fa ten the whols couutry over
sined that tho moasuro woald bo ue large and aa
nplete as it actually proved. Mloleters, wo doubt
were even then willing to have goae farther thau
y did  Dut pulllc opioion was 100 backward to
athem [n taking tho other step forwand; the
ple were ot yot cducated up to the polnt of seslog
any Canadian Natlonal Pollcy 1salll fncomplets
h dces not provide for the production as well as
manutscture of {ron. It was really & groat atep
ard that was tahen two years ago, and the Gorv-
ment did & bold thing In taking it. That Cacadian
men wero fouad with courage cootigh to take
hoa atep was & eurpriso to people generally, both
ome acd abroad. Jtwasa surptiso to the Canadlan
blic 1hat tuey hind really got the tength In 1873 of
manding & Natiooal I'ollcy lor tho country. The
s of & falso pol lifcal economy, forged acrosa the
s, Iay beavily upon us; we wero bound with jovls.
Lle fotters, atrong toliold down this young codalry,
nd 10 preventits advance.  Unrdet the circumstaaces
11 is not wondcrful that wo ghould bavo been unable
o #tatt with a complcte hatlonal Policy all st once.
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Abl Hat oy wo net cSuedder, as well, whiether tho!

tmn has pot come fur roaklng up what we yet Jack,
nad for tshing that other lmportent sivp forward,
which [2 necostary to complts the Natiounal Policy ol
Cannda,  Mapposing thet wo aro excused for fuct comea
pletley tho new g3 stem the dest tme ot trydngy, for the
Dominlon, the excuss may not rultice tor niglecding
thaduty noe, “I'wo yesrs' telal lian well vindicated the
mecess ot Protectlon, In thecate of all $hoso industtier
that arsreally protected, Butrome important industries
have not been protectcd at all, to speak of, dud now
the question comes up why these, too, should not
obtaln Phe same measute ot falr play as the rest,
The feeling that the time nax come lor sowetbing
more to bo done, has leen galning forco of Inte, Loth
lo and out of Patllament, and membere of tho House,
to the number of forty or more, have folned In o
memorial 1o the Government on the sulfect of fron
production, Precisely what {8 auggested as tho Lest
thlog fo te done we aro ubable o aay, but we du
koow that, amopg thoss who have glica much
attention to the altustion snd prospects of the frons
mekiog Lusiness, thero has boeni & prevalling Im-
pression o tavor of duties on Iron—just half tle
Amercan Jutles, These are—on pig fron, seven
dollars, acd on lar iron, twenty dollats per ‘tos,
which at present prices make fiom 50 to T5 per cent
on the walue, Tbe Canadlan daty on pig iron le $2
per ton, which 18 15 per cent. on Britlsh pig metal,
and 6 percent, on Ametfcan, at  hresant’prices ; our
lmpoits frota tho Hiatea Lelog moatly of the high
pticed cbarcoal $ron.  Our duty of 17§ per coeat, on
tar tron Is only from one.lourth to one-thitd of the
Amorlcan duty, reckonlng the latter ad ralores. On
fron bars theeo different rates ate apecitied lo the
Ametican tatiii=1 cetf, 1§ ocnts, end 1§ cents
per pound; the bulk of what Iz actually imported
comiog uuder tbo deacription to which the duty ot
one ceot fu attached. It will be seen, therefore, that
between the Cansdian sgd the Awmericin dutles a
wide margin of difference stifl les, and that wo may
on our sido make a conslderalle Increass while still
keestog far below whatour uelghboce conslder the tight
thing for thefr chrcumstances. Intbo facal year 1879.
40 thore were [mported {oto Cannda, of steel aud steel
ralls, lron rafle, and of bar and other heary wronght
fron dlrect from the rolllng mlll or the forge, aboot
140,000 tons, valusd &t about $5,000,000. , Of pig lron
the Impotta wero nearly 60,000 tous, valued at about
$929,000 10 round figures.  Of these direct products of
the blast furosce ard the rolling mill we may call
tbe whole fmport 200,000 tona, and the aggregate
value $3,000,000. Supposing all this to bave boen
produced at bome, it would have caused the payment
of fivo miMlicn dollars at Jenst. for laboor,  For ifwe
start with tue ~oal and tbe Iron ore, both In tue mine
and untouched, the value of thise materisle there s
nily and all tbe value given to them comoes from
labor, somethlog, of course belng allowed for interest
on capital, and for profits. We may very falely sy
five miltlon doliare at least, wlich would bs pald out
fo a year for labor did we make a)l our consamption
of lron st homs; for, If wo were to take & gerles of
years together, tocluding the tlme Vefors the depres-
slun cama oo, the average aunusl valuo §mported
would be found much higher thau for last year,
But even If we did not do quite so well as to add five
miition dollres annually to wages pald withla the
Domlinlon for labor, what a Lenefit only three mil.
llone or two milifons thus expended, more thanat
ptesent, would Lo to the countey, A milllon dollare
in wagexqneans a llviog for 2,500 tamilier, ot 30,090
people, youog and old , at least; and five milllon
dollars means the same for 12,500 familles, or A
population of 40,000, But then thero should Dbe
added to thls wacy thousands more, for thone not
belonging to tho workmen's families, whose liviog
wonld como from supplylog tho latter with the
necordaties of life.  Porliaps thess considemtions ate
worthy the attention of siatesmon and leglslatorst
Already, from these who ¢nn 406 no better desting for
Canada than that of being for all $ime dependant
upon Eagland and tho ¥tates for hat sapply of lrop,
comes a repelitlon of the old objectiont agalost u
pettiotic Natloan! Tolley Sn this matter, If wo put
23 pet cotit. on plg lron, and J0 per cent, ot bard and
othet wronght fron and steel, that will be taxipg the
raw nuaterial of moany lron manulacturlug Industics,
which wilt thereby Le crippled and usable to com.
pete. Unable to compets with whom, we msh?
Witk the Amcticans chlefly, of course, inasmuch as
neasiy all mapufactures of lron (otslde of those

our nelchlom  Toebwnce railway cats ol locomns
tives, agelcultural and other ackinery, cartlanoy
¢loves, ete., In whl i oarscap=titfon §a alocst whelly
with the Mates, upd very Hicet-with England,  If we
protect fronanaking by additlonal datics, then the
Ameticans will bo alle geeatiy to undersell us ln‘
maoufactures of fran, eo It fa rald.  But Lhow ¢an they
do thls, when thelr dutles oa fmported fron aro niore
than Joulle whal snylody propotes Jor 5\'-3-.11? Oh!t
but they havo cheap lron to wdck wifl. 1t wliil be
replied, and thego la where thep would bave the
advantsge of us.  And pray could not we lLave
cheap {coD, 100, 1 we wero to do aa they havo done,
that {s—-2dd & new home productlon to the oldj
forelgn  preducilon, thereby Increaslog tho aupply
and reduclng the price * nrinco the new Cazadisn
Ll came Into operation the complatut bas ieca a
thousand tlmcs repeated that 1t puts & burden on
outcossursers, by preveating them from buylng many
comtacdtles, lron manulactutes Iucluded, 1n the
cheap tuatkets of tho neightoting States, Butlf com.
wmoditics bo cheap thete, theu wo have thaconferdon
that cheapncess and & cery Awgh tarifl aro actually
found togetber, 1t might look plaustble to say thet,
with fSocreased dullce on pig iron and wrought bars,
wo would bo unalle to compete wilh Kugland tu
manuvfactores of lron. Dut the fact belng that ws
above stated, our cormpetition In manufactures of {ron
—thzl s, lee thosy spocia’lles upon wlich we lave
tu any ettent coteted—ls tar niore wilh the Statos
than with Englaud, the olfcciom cotomit themaclves
to the position that the States ia & a cheap country
to livein,’ se fur as the supply ot Iroa goods Ja cun.
ceroed. [ they 1iko 1L poeltion, let thierd take it
and wo thall to glad to aes thein stick to ity tov.

A REMINDER OF 1577, ’

1ho budget delnte of this seasion may Lo counted
ssan inportant victory for the National Toficy.  Last
sesrlon tbhe opponents of that pollicy stoully male.
talned that the state of tbe couthey had not improved
& ¢cent's warth la twelvo montue, now, the foct of a
great improvement ls admitted on Al hande It
somethiog to fnve evea thie much admitted, If vo
more, thuugh the question as to what mainly caned
the improvement fs still hotly debwted. According
to thy speakers on tho treo teades alde of the House,
two good hLarvests and the bLetter American detnand
for Mamber 1A 12 811 ; while on the X, V. aldo the pew
tatlf {s credited with bavivg Leen tho principal
causo. The benoit areing frotu ant lmproved market
for lurber Is vo doudt consideralle, and nobody ques.
tlona the fact. Dut the {aportant fact should not be
lost sight of, that Lho revival of Lusiness has been
great In some sections of the country which Lave
bot small Intetest lo the lumber trade, and -that
thore Las Leen a great Improvement i macy lines of
busrness which aro but slightly aftected Ly the ups
and downs of Inmber, As for the two good harvests
1879, 1880, the fact that the crops of theso years were
good, and that tho surplus brought at loast falr prices
fs not queationed. But, as has been poloted vut, it
fe pertinent to 1emind the public of anotber fact,
which somo people appear to by fn s groat hutry to
forget—that of the extrmordivary good ctop sud good
prices of 1837. As to tho abundance of that years
Latvest, let us quote from the Olo%s of July 26th,
1877 :—

* Froma all sldes the news reaches s avery day that the

fail wheat,of which a much greater bresadth than usual
was sown \hisscason, s cotonly far abore theavernsnin
the amount of the ylold, but Iy the Gnest samplaof graln
we Bave besa favored with for a loag time, ¢ * * In
roany places thers will be twice the average vield, and
from Sty to sixly burtiels to tho acre will be 2o uncommon
relurn in Maby parts of Western Otitane * ¢ * There
i» Peann Lo beliove that spring wheat will not bo reuch more
1han on averags ¢top, It It reaches that polat, though st its
present tate of progress it (s purslble that it nay torn out
mueh bettar than £ now expested, The otber spring grafns
are, buwerer, sxc¢ellent ¢r-ms  Oal are ln msoy places
better than they are been fur Seaer, and #0 ure pess sad
batles, thourh neither of thete are<f 20 much ltaportants
a3 whast, Mool ofoss prumlse well, and there s svery ke
libocd of an ¢ ¢~=lent plald of Sne potatvesin spite of the
ravages of the Culotads beetls, Onthe whole, the prospect
{2 & very cheering ons for «he farmer, and ssall clanres
depend upon bim, all w-ll sherelln the rlearsnt antlcipa-
tlons b is now falrly entitled to lndulge.””
Aftor sumwmarizing what tho Lovdon Free Jrresr had
sald a8 to Lhe then cortein lact 02 & bountiful hatvest,
and tha proipect of better times In consequence, the
Globe thus continued (Aug. 6th, 177%) twm

** 25 wo are really to have good timey, gotwithstanding all

the organs bave Jeclared Lhat the country was' golog to the

vakZot preyvent 1reapie xthe benetitn of & bountifsl harvest
Tt would taka nesers) yallilva Jollata to ropresent the dater
eccabetwernapaoterpacdads Jonet Stili,eonridernz
shence it copea, thin e o very faras admisvion.””

On Eeptembar 29t 1847, Jo ths woirw ot anarticle
o the appotatinent of the 2209 Novemder followlog
as Lhavhegiving Day, the G2e aaid i

# Nointhe bountifal 3ield of the harvest deld the onir
¢sure fur thaok(alness ot the present ime  There are rigne
on every band that the ¢louds are breaking, and that before
Tonqg the depresaion ehall dare eeumeon thivg of the past,
hike an nopliasant dream..””

Theao descripliony of the abrindant Larvesl of In75
do not go berond tha trotb. byt wc well withon 1t
Laatend, they dn notezaggerate the peallty, )t rathee
full shott of {t. Uther crops were on the whole good,
but the fall wheat ¢rop of 1877 was positively the
Leat necn In Cadada since that of 185 5—twenty-tvo
yeara lefore,  Wo tnnko tlLis statement advlsedly,
and with rerfect confidence that it wilt not bo con-
tradicted, That yesr will be relsembercl by many
people &8 the year of the fall of Selwatopu) (on some
date In Septemilwr), and the closo of the Crimean
war. Many farmers will remember tho eattaordinary
fall wheat crop of that year, the two dollars or mote
per buehel which was being pald for It In the eatly
patt of tho sbipping 2¢ason, and tho tumble to about
1 23 which ¢came when the war was over. There
wore moto than a fow Ontatio farmers who beld
theier wheat when they mfght bavo gut over two dol.
taen for It, aud who snld It & Year or two aflteewards
st from $1 toS125. Tweotlydwo Heacs had 1o pasy,
and 1817 had 10 come, ¢re there was another mach
ceop ot fall wheat In Canada  Andd InIRIT other
cropa were xowsd, winle fall wheat was oxtra good
But what abwut priccaa what 30 that yeara grain
ctop rell foe In the rarket?  Toauswer this woquote
the following avcrages of the T'erunte market, for the
slnpping reason in three yeard ropecinely, say for
the thoee menths nxt precaling the ¢lovw of pav.-
wation |

L LTI E o B LU AR
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The big fall wheat crvp of 1877 was mostly marketed
at bigh pelcca—=ligher than Yave becn received since
~whlls otber zraine trought at lexet fale prices,
Now, those wlho argus tiat & good barrest snd & fale
tharket sulico to Lelog good times fo Canuls, are
called upon to explaln why no good tities, or sven s
semblavce of them, followed upon tho abundant bar.
vest of 1617, . he good prices, too, let ue add, con.
thoued en far jato 1938 ; It was {not uotll the Jast
quarter of 1858 that & doclded fall eame, Wiy
did that prosperous hatvest year for the tarmers.=
Septembwr Ist, 1877, to August J{st, 18{8==brag
o wmitigation of the depression thea provalling?
That {t brought ne appreciable reficf we have {be
Lest of evidence to prove. When the resalt of
iho elcctions of 1875 became koown, the defested
side gave tuls a¢ & reason—=ihat the country had
takea a general craze over the cry of “laed limes,t
and 1a the excitersent of a day voted for a chabge of
goverament with the vagno unreflecting notion that
this particular chanze talght belag tellef  If the very
sbundant batvest of [877,snd the gocd prices that
ruled for twelve months followingthad done anything
appreciable towards  making the tlmes beiter,
the country would bave felt I, and Mr,
Macrurnzims  position  would have been lete
ter thau §t was, Bat ;with all the bountitul

harvest, and good prices besides, any mitigatlon of
the dcpression there dld not appesr tn bo, Tesils
moony fiom the other aldo[s to the effect that, o
severely were the «whanl dmes™ felt, Jdurlag the
summet of 1872, that tho peoplo fo a manner Jost their
scnses, and  voted in desperation for a chinge of
Uovernment. With the <« other side” I now
vesla 1o explain why, if the good hatvest of
t3te had noch » wondertul ef{ect, the far better
Larvest of 1872 appearad to bavo nooe. Why wa
there ho fullitment at all of the, Glol's prophecy
made after the tig barvest of %57 lLad becymo a
certaloty, that the depreselon would s0on  have
become a thing of thy past, ko an uvopleasant
dream * Me. Famrow touched on this point on Frie
Jay, Tut pot half cnough has becn mid aboat it yet

The argument raised i3 & pertineut one, and should
bo delven home. The failure of the eplendid Larveat
and Ligh prices ¢f 1317-78 to bnng gotd thnes is
something that remalas to 1o sccounted for,




