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. FROM UNION GOVERNMENT

CAUSING CABINET CHANGES

With the Shifts Made the
" Government Will Remain
as it is Today Until After
Sir Robert's Return
to Capital.

SIR GEORGE FOSTER
ACTING PREMIER

The Two Vacancies in the
Cabinet Will Not be Filled
for the Present — Depart-
ments to be Amalgamated.

Ottawa, Oat, January 1—Odfficial
announcement that Major General
Mewburn, Minister of Militia, had re-
tived from the Unionist Govermment,
and that there had been some shift-
ing of portfolicse was made today.
With the changes made before the de-

“oarture of Sir Robert Borden for the
south for a long rest, stable political
onditions will be restored for some
aonths, at least, and the Government
iwill remain as it is today until Sir
Robert’s return to the capital.

Cabinet Shifts

The cabinet shifts announced places
Hon. Mr. Burrell, who since his re
tiremen: from the post of Minister of
Agriculture in favor of Hon. Mr. Crer-
‘er when the Union Government was
gormed, has been Secretary of State,
Pocomes the head of the Customs de-

rtment which has been without a
g:".m.‘:ter since Hon. Arthur L. Sifton
sucoceded Hon. F. B, Carvell as Min-
§ster of Public Works.

Mr, Sifton makes amother change
and assumes the post of Secretary of
Stato in succession to Mr. Burreil
this shift in porifolios is a mu:u?"dl
one because it puts a Minister with
Jegal training at the head of the De.
partment of State. In view of the
practical certainty that & new Domin-
jon Blections Act will be introduced
#t the appreaching & fon of Parlia:
suent, and the possi ility lhgx !
may be a general election within a

rear, & will bo better to have a law-
ar presiding over the State depart:
ment, which has a great deal to do
with the administration of election

er legal matters.

hm:ni:;hg Mﬁs&ar of ‘\nuu_'x‘ will
Be Hon. J. A. Calder, Minister of Im-
sigration and Colonization, w!_me H\?n
J. D. Reid in addition to being Min-
ister of Railways will assume respon-
sibility for the Department ‘ot Pablic
Works. The announcement disposes ot
the report that Mr, Sifton was about
t0 retire from the Governmant.

Acting Premier

1t is also definitely announced that
Sir George Foster, Minister of 'l)‘radu
and Commence, will be acting F r‘hne
Minister during the absence from Can-
ada of the Prime Minister. He will
not, however, undertake to lead ’lhc-
House throughout the session of Par-
fiament and it is likely that when
Parbiament reassembles 2 Unionist
eaucus will be held to choose & Ilou.;m
jeader. The adoption of this plan vq\\
relieve Sir George from au.a_uduuce in
the House on many occasions, par-
ticularly in the evenings, when mat-
ters nmot of great importance «re un-
der discussion, The probabilities are
that the choice of House leader will
fall upon Hon. C. J. Doherty, who has
filled this position acceptably in the
past.

Tribute to Mewburm

In a letter handed out Sir Robert
Borden pays & high tribute to the
‘ork done in the Militia Department
¢ Mejor General Mewburn. He

paks of the minister's splendid and

nspicuous service to Canada and to

y Pmpire in diffeffrent capacities.

e retirement of Major General

whburn does not occasion much sur

as it has been known for some
]»usonﬂu past that he is anxious to re-
to the practice of law in Ham-
“{iton. When he entered the cabinet

1o promised to serve only for the peri-

d of the war. Major General Mew.
Jburn has been Mingster of Militia
gince the formation of the Union
Government in October, 1917, and he
has been reganded at the capital as
a pate and capable administrator.

s, 0 are now two cabinet vacam-
.'.sl. New Brunswick is still without
: minieter. Major General Mewburn’s
{signation leaves a gap fin Ontario’s

iprecentation in the Government. It
officially Intimated that neither of
se vacancies are likely to be filled

\uring Sir Robert Borden’s absence.

is also intimated that later on there

‘will be reduction in the number of
\ lios to the pre-war basis. Com-
‘ng changes will include the uniting

f the Militla and Soldiers Civil Re-

lishment departments, while Im.
tion and colonization will go
to the Interior Department.

_hould the western provinces be given

ofr natural resources, for which

4 have been agitating for many

,ars, the Interior Department would

.ot be so tmportant as it is at the

4
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t time and one minister could
jster both intertor and immigra-

Borden today walted

His Excellency the Governor
emal and submitted to His Excel
~ddncy the resignation of Major Gener-

“‘al Mewburn and the cabinet changes

for approval, The Prime Minister ex-

' ¥\, peots to leave tomorrow for his holi.

b

’

|

day, but the name of the place at
ch he will seek a rest which it s
will compietely restore him to
former state of health, will not be

T

of repatriating

Pope Urged To Intercede In Behalf
Of Prisoners Still Held ln Siberia

Rome, Jan. 1.—Pope Benedict recently received a letter from the
International Committée of the Red CrossatGeneva, urging him to use
all his influence to hasten the repatriation of 200,000 prisoners still
in Siberia, who are suffering the groatest privations.
signed by Gustave Ador, formenrly President of Switzerland and now
Presideiit of the Red Cross Committee. The Pope announced that he
enthusfastically axreed with the sentiments expressed in the letter and
declared the hope that no Christian heart would be uuresponsive. The
Pope sald he woutd ask the authorities concerned to co-gperate for re-
patriation of the prisoners. The Japanese Emperor and ‘Government
have ‘been approached by the Pope on the subject, since the only way
the prisoners is to assemble them at Viadivostok.

)

The letter was

Employees of the Agueduct

Leaving the
Sekins
| AMUSING SCENES
AROUND THE PUMP

Many a Housewife Telephon-
ed Guests Inyited to New
Year's Dinneriito Bring a
Can of Water,

lal to The Standard.

a

cism That New Brunswick

Movement Taking Advan

Special to The Standard

Ottawa, Jan. 1—The object of the
Cabinet shuffle, announced yesterday,
is not guite clear to students of poli-
tics. Manifestly it is not a measure to
strengthen the Ministry, and impos-
sible of being construed as even a
step in reorganization. The most like-
1y explanation of it is that it has been
taken to suit the convenience of Min-
isters. Mr. Sifton, whose health is
somewhat impaired and whose resig-

ation was understood to have been
in the hands of the Prime Minjster,
may have b2en induoed to recopsider
his decision by the inducement of a
lighter department, although with
aconomy and retrenchinent the watch-
words of the cabinet Public Works is
now a heavy portfolio. At all events
the shuffie and the resignation have
both taken place and the net result is
that the Ministry has lost a good man
and the two important departments—
Defence and Public Works—are given
but divided attention.

With the Prime Minister leaving to-
ddy for a period of prolonged rest, yea-
terday’s announcement means that
Cabinet re-organization, long promised
but always postponed, is again indefin-
itely delayed. And while it is true that
re-organization on a substantial scale
has not been expected under the cir
cumstances described by the Prime
Minister in his statement concerning
his health, issued a few days ago, it
was thought that the New Brunswick
gap in the Capinet might be filled, and
that at least no more vacancies, such
as that which is now announced, would
be permitted to occur. For some rea-
son, not quite clear, however, Mr. Car
vell is still without a successir, while
General Mewburn's retirement leaves
another unfilled gap.

The situation thus created 48 not
received without criticism in loyal
Unlonist circles, It is pointed out that
delay in Cabinet re-organzation, and
the fallure to replace outgoing Cabin-
et ministers are to the public signs
of political weakness, and an encour-
agement to the enemies of Unionism.
“While the enemies of Unfon Govern-
ment are everywhere organizing and
marshalling their forces,” declared one
of the fleading men of the Unionist
Party yesterday, “the Government is
pursuing a policy of political stagna-
tion. This mefusal to get up and fight
{3 bound to prove disastrous. It coat
the strategical blunder Iy North On-
tario where defeat would easily have
been turned into a victory. It is per-
mitting uniform discontent to run riot
in the country, and it is every day
making more difficult the formation of
a permanent Unionist party.”

However, just or unjust, this criti-
cism, it is beyond question that the
Government has sorely neglected the
question of party orgapization. This
neglect in a way, perhaps, has been
to its credit, because so much of the
time of the Cabinet has been concen-
trated upon the war and the problems
arising from the war that little or no
thought has been given to the party’s
strength in the country, When Union
Government was formed”and the 1917
election won, no attempt was made to
coneolidate the ground that was taken.
The Publicity Bureau, which had been
used effectively during the election,
was closed and all political propagan.
da ceased. No agency was created to
keep the country informed as to what
| the Government achieved. No central
Iorganizmion was maintained to keep
its finger upon the country’s political
pulse. Cabinet Ministers seldom, if
ever, left Ottawa to say a word on the
Government's behalf, 'and it seemed
as if the Ministry had entered into a
conspiracy of silence against itself.
And, when added to all this, the Gov-
ernment abolished patronage, a well
tried party sustainer, the result: for
Unionism was bad.

The Government, while blamed and
heartily, damned for everything that
went wrong was given little or no

The Cabinet Shuffle
Causing Much Concern
Among Politicians

The Announcement Means That Cabinet Reorganization,

Long Promised, is Again Indefinitely Postponed—Criti-

Gap Has Not Been Filled—

Situation Created by Causing Another Vacancy is Not
Without Criticism in Loyal Unionist Ranks—Agrarian

tage of the Situation.

credit for the many thinge it achiev-
ed. Political workers, with the lure
of patronage gome, declined to longer
work Men who at first were eager to
make Unionism a permanent thing be-
gan to think that it was a failure and
to drift back to old alliance, and only
the depth of war memories, the im:
potency of the opposition and the lac
of another party, with the inclination
and capacity to form a government
prevented ‘disintegration. It was hop-
ed by masy Unionists at the ¢lose of
last sessiom that eomething would be
done in the recess to remedy the situ-
ation. With the party scheduled to
meet in caucus in February mext to
decide whether it is to live ag a pol-
itical entity, it was thought that some
attempt during recess to strengthen
the Ministry and to educate the coun-
try in regard to the Government's war
record would tend to create an atmos-
Pphere favorable to Union. But no
measures of the kind have been taken,
The result, beyond question, is that
the matter of forming a permamnent
Unionist organization has been made
more difficult than ever.

Meanwhile, the agrarian movement,
taking advantage of the situation, has
been pursuing a militant policy. With

its leader, it has been carrying on an
aggressive campaign throughout the
entire country. The West has been
thoroughly organized, Ontario revolu-
tionized, the Maritime Provinces suc
cessfully invaded and even Quebec at-
tacked. A leader of considerable per-
sonal force and abjflity, daily increas-
ing his strength on the platform with
a definite object in view and with a
powerful politicecapomic organization
behind hjm, Mr. Crerar cannot be safe-
ly ignored. A former Liberal and at
heart a Radical, Crerar's object is be-
vorid question one of alliance between
the Farmers and the anti-Gouin Pro-
gressive Liberals of the Province of
Quebec, with the ohject of becoming
powerful enough to overwhelm the
supporters of the WNational Policy
in Ontario. A close personal friend
of Ernest Lapointe, the leader of the
Quebee Younger Liberals who have
challenged the supremacy of Sir Lom-
ar Gouin, there is reason for believing
that Mr. Crerar, not without personal
ambition, forsees a situation whereby
in the next parliament a Quebec Lib-
eral Western Radical alliance could
hold the balance of power.

Progressive Unionists who believe
that the natural allies of the Federal
Agrarian Movement are to be found
among the forward looking element of
Ontario rather than among the reac-
tionary, so-called Liberals of Quebec,
and who perceive the danger to the re-
alization of their hopes by the grow-
ing strength of Crearr are urging that
Unionists arouse themselves from
their lethargy. .

They are dissatisfied with what thoy
term the’ political stagnation of the
Cabinet.

As for the Opposition, its strength
i3 considered mnegligible. Never in-
deed, in Canadian political history has
the flag of official Liberalism drooped
s0 low. Mr. King &ees his army gradu-
ally desert him and go over horse,
foot and artillery to the Farmers, Its
forces West of the Ottawa River, have
all but dwindled away. In a few days
the new leader leaves on a speaking
tcur of the country beginning with
the Maritime Provinces and swinging
westward right through to the coast.
A cultivated, forceful sueaker, he is
bound to make sonfe impression, but
his task 18 too difficult to permit even
a chance for success.

The new political power is not Mr
King but Mr. Crerar. Whether he is
the next premier of Canada, #r wheth-
er Unionism survives and triumphe
again are matters that may largely he
determined by the events of the next

few months,

r!\dom.reul, Jan. 1~—What prohibition
failed to do, employees of the Mout-
real waterworks accomplished today.
They made the city dry, or at least
the largest part of the @ity, and today
water was scarcer théin wine. Just
as the clocks of the @ity pealed out
the hour of midnight, which marked
the passing of 1919 amnd the coming
of 1920, about-100 city engineers, fire-
men, oilers and coal  passers, and
about 150 agueduct wrkers went on
strike. The walkout fesulted from an
ultimatum delivered gn Tuesday by
the - adininistrative commission to ae-
cept the wage schedwls preferred by
the commission or resign, and the
men, considering thé' scale inade-
quate, walked out.

The men's coniract with the eity,
made about a year #go, expired at
midnight of December 3ist, but very
few Montrealers realiged that the
situation was so acutél The s\lrprhe
came when they woke this morning
and found no water. To.the reveller
with & parched throat or a large head
it was a near. tragedy, for with the
cegsation of pumping there was no
water on the higher levels of the city,
and what there was soon dwindled
during the morming, so that by nine
o’clock Montreal was -peally a dry

x|

Mr. Crerar, openly acknowledgeed as;

city.

Apy day is ‘inopportune for the
water supply of a big eity to be cut
off, but on a day like this the situa-
tion was particularly acute, and resi-
dents were compelled to resert to
primitive methods to. gat waterswith
which to prepare their New Year's
dinner. One of the leading hotels
was able to draw its supply from a
well on its property, but the ordin-
ary citizen was delivered from such
resources, The almost forgotten days
of, the -town pump were revived in
various parts of the c¢ity, where little
groups of citizens were to be found
waiting their turn at the fife hy-
drants. Here a sedatefooking citizen,
carrying a large zinc washtub; there
another with a teakettle or jug, while
ali sleds of the juniors of the house.
holds were requisitioned, and Mont-
realers reverted in fact to “drawings
of water,” but even the hydrants soon
became useless as sources of supply
because of lack of pressure to force
the water to the @pper levels, and the
ingenuity of the male portion of the
population was hard put to forage for
enough water to meet the needs. In
one or two places a good Pharisee
shared his treasure, doled out
through a hose to a grateful group.

The scarcity of the usually most
plentiful and ‘most despised beverage
may be gauged by an incident which
was reported during the day. A lady
in Montreal had invited a party of
friends from St. Labert, across the
river from here, to be her guests at
New Year's dinner. But as the morn-
ing advanced, the prospective hostess,
realizing her predicament, telephoned
her guests and invited them to bring
a can of water to cook the dinner,
The party arrived in due time with a
suppiy end the hostess was relieved
of an awkward situatio.. One of the
fortunate features i{g comnection with
the strike was the absence of serious
outbtreaks of fire.

As regards the water supply tonight
the city finds itself in & more hopeful
situation; although the sypply has not
materialized - to. any very notiiceable
extent. The men walked out at 12
o'clock last night. At 2 am. this
morning the city had secured a num-
ber of emengency workers, but not
sufficient to get coal, and get the fires
back to the required heat. At §
o'clock, however, a sufficient staff had
been secured and began replemishing
the fires that “had burned low, or
building new ones so that by 1 o'clock
this afternoon one pump was working.
Two other pumps were working to-
night and a fourth is expected to be
going before morning, with a total ca-
pacity of about 65,000,000 gallons, so
that there are prospects of a moder-
ate supply being pumped to the re-
jservoirs before business begins to-
MOrrow.
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TORONTO VOTERS
AGAIN RE-ELECT
MAYOR CHURCH

For the Sixth Consecutive
Term He is Given the Reins
of Office, Leading by Large
Majority.

Toronto, ‘Ja;._l-.—‘_M‘ayor Thomas

Langdon Church was reelected mayor
of Toronto today for his eixth term.

e Mo Wakigs 6 The Rhino Ave.

Causing Much

- ~Coblens, Jan. 1.--Lower parts

waters of the Rhine, the river being at the highest stage known in
" A pumber of army units have been moved to

(§ [} higher ground, put the loss of American property is small, units along
] the river banks being warned in timie to move their supplies.

]

ithe past forty years.

_ city is temposarily without gas an

Reports state the Moselle River |
resulted so far,

to reports, heavy rainfalls continu
N\

and homes along the Rhine boulevard,

pled by General Allen, are flooded.
Barge traffic on the Rhine was suspended several

about one hundred coal barges being delayed here and at Mayence.

The Rhine continues to mse at Mayence, according

Damage In Coblenz

of this city are flooded by the rising

The
d water, while cellars of hotels
including the manision oceu-
days ego,
8 also rising, but little damage has

ing in that section.

J

British
Forced To
Hard Test

Reports from British India
Show There Has Been Con-
siderable Fighting With
Revolting Tribesmen.

London, Jan. 1—Despatches receiv.
ed here from British India under date
of December 20 show that thare has
been considerable fighting bet wieen,
the British Expeditionary Forces and
the revolting tribesmen, Severe losses
were inflicted on the tribesmen, al-
though the British apparently were
put to a hard test in defeating them.

‘A despatch from Mandannakach,
dated December 18 says the British
column fighting against 2,000 Mahsuls
and anether force composed of Waarn
and  Mahsuds, who occupied the hills
westward of Jandola, captured-the
Sarkai Ridge, driving the tribesmen
from their positions upon which the
British later pitched their camp, Air
planes following the enemy, Barrass.
ing them and causing number of casu.
alties.

A further despatch dated Decemiber
20 shows that on December 19 the
tribesmen counter attacked and the
British were compelled to retire owing
to heavy casualties from Sand Bag
Hil which they previously had taken
after a stubborn resistance lasting
several-hours. Sand Bag Hill.le: cssen-
tial to the safety to the British col-
umns in their further progress.

The battle continued throughout the
twentieth, with the British having cap-
tured several objectives. The enemy
casualties are reported to have bezn
heavy.

HALIFAX POLICE
ARREST GUNMEN

Take Into Custody Two
Youths Who Admit Series

! of Bold Hold-ups Re-

'

{ volver Point.

at

Halifax, Jan. 1.—The police today
rounded up the young gunmen who
have been working with success in
Halifax for several weeks past. They
are James Scott, 20 years of age, and
James Corkum, aged 18. The police
say they have confessed to robbing
Robinson’s Clothing store of goods
valued at $500; Johnson's jewelry
store, and of holding up Moses New-
man, a Water street storekeeper, at
the point of a revolver and robbing
the cash register of $200. After the
latter robbery they took the first
train for Lunenburg and were return-
ing to the city today when the police
boarded the train near here and ar-
rested them. When searched new re:
volvers, fully loaded, were found in
thelr possession. Corkum belongs to
Lunenburg, and Scott hails from Scot:
land.

MONCTON EDITOR
STRICKEN WITH
PARALYSIS

John T. Hawke, One of the
Best Known Newspaper-
men in Canada, Suffers a
Partial Shock.

Moncton, Jan. 1.—John T. Hawke,
editor and proprietor of the Moncton
Transcript, and one of the best known
newspaper men in Canada, was taken
suddenly ill yesterday afternoon and
partial paralysis resulted. Tonight
Mr. Hawke is reported to be slightly
improved, but his condition is pre-
carious and it may be two or three
days before there is any marked
change. His physician does mot anti.
cipate immediate fatal results.

He defeated his strongest opponent,
Controller Samuel McBride, by 5,000
majority, and left the labor candidate,
James H. Ballantyne, trailing in the
ruck many thousand votes behind.
All the by-laws and questions were
carried with big majorities.

The most interesting feature of the
vote here today was the election of
Mre. L. A. Hamilton as alderman for
the third ward.

POUON A A AP AN

Position Of
Denikine Is

.

London War Office Learns
His Retreat is Continuing
Along Virtually the Whole
of His 600-Mile Front.

London, Jan, 1—The position of
General Denikine, the antiBolshevik
leader in South Russia, daily is be-
coming more critical. Reports re-
ceived by the War Office show that
his retreat is continuing along virtu-
ally the whole of his 600-mile front
and that the Bolshevik drive against
his centre, with the purpose of cut
ting his army in two, has brought
about a critical situation.

reached the Donetz coal basin and
are less than 100 miles from the
coast, This basin represents the rich.
est mineral section of Russia, and its
acquisition by the Reds would be of
inestimable value to them.

Further east the Reds are imperil
ling the left flank of the Cancasus
army, The Bolsheviki evidently have
succeeded in brilllantly concentrating
overwhelming forces against Deni-
kine's somewhat thinly held centre
and are exploiting their advantage to
the fullest degree.

Another threatening sitnation ex-
ists in Trans<Caspia, where the Bol
sgheviki claim that they have occupied
Djebe{ station, 80 miles east of
PKTasnovedi, in  their advance to-
wards that town. Red reinforcements
continue to arrive in the Merv region
of Trans«Caspia from Central Russia
This makes the menace along
Persian and Afghan borders critical.

The Red propaganda is increasing
in intesity and all the evidence indi-
cates that the anti-British entertai
far-reaching anti<British
Central Asia.

DISTILLERS OF
UNITED STATES
RECEIVE BLACK EYE

Cabinet

the

designs i

Dominion

Blocks

ada a Storage Ground for
Surplus Stocks.

Special to The Standard

Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 31—United States
distillers who may have cherished
hopes of shipping their surplus stock
of whiskey into Canada in bond and
of re-exporting it from the Dominion
under the law which permits liquor
from this country, were stru a hard
blow, today, when ‘the Bominion Guv-
ernment passed an order-in-council
prohibiting importation of liquor into
Janada in bond. While the order em-
braced all countries it is known that
it is directed particularly against
the distillers  of the United
States, who it was feared, might flood
the Dominion with their surpius stock
between now and January 17 and then
re-ship from here.

NARROW ESCAPE
FROM QUITE NEAR
FATAL ACCIDENT

Auto Truck Collides With
Freight Train at Blind
Crossing in St. Stephen.

Special to The Standard

St. Stephen, N. B, Jan. 1—What
came near being a fatal accident oc-
curred this afternoon at four-thirty,
when Frank Devlin, accampanied by
Dr. Jos. Waller, was driving his auto
truck out King street. They struck
the C. P. R. freight train going to
Milltown, completely demolishing the
car, but both occupants escaped un-
hurt. The C. P. crossing by the fair

did not see the train until he was with-
in twenty feet of the crossing. He ap-
plied his brakes immediately, but on
account of the slippéry condition of
the road, the brakes would not hold
the truck and it skid into the third
car of the train, the engine and two

Critical

The Bolshevik advance guards have |

Their Gameé to Make Can-‘

grounds is a blind one and Mr, Devlin| .

OVER MILLION

Under the Terms of the Peace
Treaty That Country Oblig-
ed to Reduce Its Forces
to 100,000 Men Be-
fore March 31.

BRITISH OFFICERS
REPORT FINDINGS

Are of Opinion Germany
Should Not be Permitted to
Maintain Volunteers and
Civic Guards Now Organ-
ized.

London, Jan. 1-—Germany's armed
forces are estimated by the Britisa
War Otfice to totad ciose to a million
men, These are dlvided info the regu-
lar army of 400,000, The land forces of
the regular navy, 12,000, the armed
constabulary, forty to ffty thousand;
the temporary volunteers or regular
army reserves 150,000 to 200,005; cive
ic guards 300,00 to 400.000.

The figures with regard to the last
named branches are rough estimates,
the exact figures being unknown.

Under the terms of the Peace
Treaty, Germany is compeiled to re
duce 'her regular forces to 100,060 by
Mareh 31, ‘and the number of gend-
larmes ‘must not exceed those Junce
| tioning . as ' military police in 191_J.
9'he reduction of the regular army, iu
compliance with 'the Trealy obliga:
tions, ‘is proceeding, although at a
slower pace than orfginally ‘was con
templated, owing to the delay in rati
fication of the Peace Treaty, the un-
settled state of Germany, and the de-
sire of the German Government not
80 increase the numfher of persons un-
employed.

British Officers’ Report.

Quite apart from.the British official
statement, but beariig on the subject,
is unofficial imformation brought to
England from Germany by British
army officers. The substance of their
report is summed up as follows:

“There “Is "m0 truth " the stories
lnhu: Germany has a secret, mobile
jarmy. Not only are the German peo-
!p‘e~ war weary and anxious for peace,

*{but there is a great shortage of war

supplies such as rubber, petrol, coal,
:)mr.:e.\: and, in addition, the rolling
|stock of the country is greatly deplet.
ed. Manufacture of arms and muni.
ions is not going on im any large de-
ree, although it is probable that to
| force the Germans to give up all the
rifles stipulated in the Peace Treaty
will be impossible, since the conceal
|ment of arms is not difficuit.

|  “There is no danger of warlike ag
|gression from Germany in the imme-
|diate future. However, if the Gen
| mans are permitted to maintain wvol
:umvers and civic guards th bodies
{v.ou;d constitute a potential danger,
as they would provide basic material
{for a big new army.”

It is stated in wellinformed circles
iin London that the aflies will insist
that these military organizations be
| abolished. It is conceded, however,
;tlmt the. maintenance of a constabu-
{lary is neoessary to protect property
Efmm hoodlums and organized bodies
of thieves,

Army officers are said to believe
that considerable ground exists for
Germany's cilaim that she needs a
regular army of more than 100,000
as this force would be very small fei
a country so great in extent. Many
citizens of Germany, as a patriotic
duty, are said to be joining the ecivia
guards to protect themselves and
others as well as their property from
depredations of criminals and from
Spartacan outbreaks. Numerous gen.
erals are among the guards, includ
ing the famous Field Marshal Von
Kluck.

WRECKAGE COMES
ASHORE NEAR
HARBORVILLE, N. S.

Stern of Large Sailing Vessel,
Bearing Inscription A, W.
Allan, Providence, R. I,
Picked up With Other
Material.

Halifax, N. 8., Jan ¥-The stern of
what was evidently a large gailing
vessel came ashore at. Harborville,
near Kentville, on the Bay of Fuandy
shore during the night. The wreckage
bore the inscription A. W, ABan; Proy.
idence, Rhode Island.

Along with the stern cama severfil
casks of oil, a number of chairs and a
trunk. The trunk con & quantity -
of ladies weaning apparel which, hows -
ever gave no clue to the owner. A
sum of money in r “goldl
found sewn up in one of

The wreok . of last night

cars having passed. S id
have occurred at this crossing lately

possible to see a train coming until
it is nearly on the crossing.

The residence of William Barter of
Milltown was completely destroyed by
fire late yesterdax.

in the very same manner as it is mm-| week,




