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FRENCH ARTILLERYMEN WITH A “75" CUN SHELLING A GERMAN POSITION.itli4

WAN
jfeerBtt, Feb. 7 (by wireless to Bay- the pressure of England, hindered by 

MS», N. Y.)—Germany officially has 
JTen out the full text of “The M 
erandum of the Imperial German Gov
ernment concerning retaliation against 
the measures taken by England, In vi
olation of International law, to atop 
to entrai sea commerce with Germany.”

It follows:
“Since the beginning of the present 

/war. Great Britain baa carried on a 
mercantile warfare against Germany 
in a waj that defies all the principles 
of International law. It Is true that 
the British government has announc
ed, in a number of decrees, the Lon
don Declaration concerning nayal war
fare to be binding on Its naval forces, 
but In reality ahe has renounced the 
Declaration In its most Important par
ticulars, although her own delegatee 
at the London Conference on Naval 
Warfare had recognized its conclus
ions to be valid as International law.

“The British government has put a 
number of articles In the list of con
traband which are not, or, at most, are 
only Indirectly useful for military pur
poses, and therefore, according to the 
London Declaration, as well as accord
ing to the universally recognised rules 
of international law, may not be desig
nated as contraband. She has, fur
ther, actually abolished the distinction 
between absolute and relative cpntra- 
band, inasmuch as she has subjected 
to capture all articles of relative con
traband Intended for Germany, with- tire 
out reference to the haJrbor In which 
they are to be unloaded, or to the hos
tile or peaceful use to which they are 
to be put

“She dtoes not even hesitate to vlo- 
latisfhe Paris Declaration, as her na- 
viflWbrcee have seized on neutral ships 
German property that was not contra
band, in violation of her own decrees 
concerning the London Declaration.
She has further, through her naval 
forces, taken from neutral ships nu
merous Germans liable to military 
service, and has made 
mer» of war.

“Finally, she has declared the 
tire North Sea to be an area of war, 
and If she has not made Impossible 
the passage of neutral ships through 
the sea between Scotland and Nor
way, has rendered it so difficult and 
so dangerous that she has, to a certain 
extent, effected a blockade of neutral 
coasts and neutral ports, In violation 
of all International law.

“All these measures have the ob
vious purpose, through the illegal para* 
lyzation of legitimate neutral com
merce. not only to strike at the Ger
man military strength, but also at the 
economic life of Germany, and final
ly, through starvation, doom the en
tire population of Germany to destruc
tion.
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export and transit embargoes, the
transit of wares for peaceful purposes 
to Gpnnany.

A Knock for Neutral Powers.
'The German government has in 

vain called the attention of neutral 
Powers to the fact that It must face 
the question of whether it can longer 
persevere in is hitherto «strict obser
vance of the rules of the London Dec 
legation, if Great Britain were to con 
tinue its course, and the neutral pow-
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< :ers were to continue to acquiesce in 

these violations of neutrality, to the 
detriment of Germany.

“For her violations of international 
law Great Britain pleads the vital In
terests which the British Empire has 
at stake, and the neutral powers seem 
to satisfy themselves with a theoreti
cal protest Therefore, In fact they 
accept the vital Interests of belliger
ents as sufficient excuse for every 
method of warfare.

“Germany must now appeal to these 
same vital interests, to its regret. It 
therefore sees itself forced to military 
measures aimed at England in retalia
tion against the English procedure. 
Just as Bngl&hd has designated the 
area between Scotland and Norway as 
an aenuoL war, so Germany now de
clares all the waters surrounding Great 
Britain and Ireland, including the en- 

Channel, as an area of 
war, and thus will proceed against the 
shipping of the enemy.

For this purpose, beginning Feb. 18, 
1916, it will endeavor to destroy 
every enemy merchant ship that is 
found In this area of war, without its 
always being possible to avert the per
il that thus threatens persons ahd car
goes.

“Neutrals are therefore warned 
against further entrusting crews, pas
sengers and wares to such ships. 
Their attention is also called to the 
fact that it is advisable for their ships 
to avoid entering this erea for even 
though the German naval forces have 
instructions to / avoid violatence to 
neutral ships, In so far as they are re
cognizable, in view of the misuse of 
neutral flags ordered by the British 
government and the contingencies of 
naval warfare, their becoming victims 
of torpedoes directed against 
ship» cannot always be averted.

“At the same time it Is specifically 
noted that shipping north of the Shet
land Islands, in the eastern area of the 
North See, and in a strip of at least 
thirty sea miles in width along the 
Netherlands coast is not imperilled.

“The German government gives such 
early notice of these measures that 
hostile, as well a» neutral ships, may 
have time accordingly to adopt their 
plans for landing at ports in this aera 
of war. It is to be expected that the 
neutral powers will show no less con
sideration for the vital interests of 
Germany than for those of England, 
and will aid in keeping their citizens 
and the property of the latter from this 
area. This is the more to be expected, 
as ' it must be to the interest of the 
neutral powers to see this destructive 
war ended soon as possible."

t>. 7.—The Observatore Ro> 
fficlal organ of the Vatican, 
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Val, Secretary of the Su- 
regation of the Holy Office, 
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la this pietés* drawn especially tor this newspaper, the New York Herald end the London Sphere, Pi til Thirlat, the artist, shows the French deadly “76“ at work clearing the streets 
pf & French village. Pssri riling his picture, the artist says»— “The Germans were becoming troublesome to the French at t he village of B-—, ha the north of Prenne so much so that the 
general ordered his ‘pious-pious* to take the place. The French Infantry attacked and succeeded In occupying the first houses, but could make no further progress. At litis Juncture a young 
artillery officer stepped Into the breach and with splendid courage brought up one of Ms “TPs" into the main street of the village. With a few shots he destroyed the shatter» of the Germane, who 
were only a few yards eft The French infantry, bidden behind broken walls waiting to see the result of the duel, cheered the artillerymen and then proceeded to clear the village. In a tow 
(minutes the village was in French hands.” The draw ing shows the scene during the bombardment of the Germans by the French “76“ gun.

of them priso- Tlong the bombardment would con
tinue, we finally left Dlxmude in the 
midst, of it. To the left and to the 
right shells were dropping and walls 
were falling with a crash.”—Boston 
Transcript.

of wood should be found In a war
ship; but as men have to live in them 
during times of peace, a certain 
amount of wood fittings is absolutely 
necessary for comfort. But every 
scrap of wood fitting is of a portable 
nature and easily removed. Occasion
ally men go to “stations, prepare for 
battle,” when every piece of woodwork 
that could be Jettisoned is marked, 
and each man or group of men made to 
understand for what parts they would 
be responsible.

Just what would be done with boats 
In action seems never to have been 
definitely settled. Some officers are 
in favor of lowering them Into

Grand Fleet In the North Sea we cru}c«,u 0Vleck, ” sup,e™tru^™f v , —— i and filling them with water; others
may he sure they would hardly pre- t ?overing them with canvas
sent that spick and span appearance d bindlng them round with rope 
which we associate with a ship of 

of peace; their

the time collecting In them. Hence 
the bottoms are covered with brush, 
under which brooklets can be heard 
babllng, yet -without awakening any 
poetic sentiments in the midst of this 
perpetual rifle-fire At intervals sinks 
are dug in which the water collects 
and men are kept busy day and night 
dipping it out

“I went forward into our most ad
vanced trenches, and what I learned 
there is well worth telling. Men living 
under conditions the most uncomfort
able that can be imagined, yet laugh
ing over all the discomforts of the 
w ar, and cherishing only the one wish 
that the Inaction imposed upon them 
by a wise strategy may soon come to 
an end and that they may be allowed 
to attack the enemy that has been 
lying before them for weeks. At the 
same time Wench corpses are still 
lying unburled before our positions, 
left there from the repeated attacks 
that failed, after frightful losses for 
the enemy. Lifting one’s head cau
tiously for a moment above the edge 
of our trench, one sees piles of silent 
dead men with blackened faces lying 
out there in blue French overcoats. 
It is a horrible sight, but owing to the 
Incessant fire of the enemy it is Im
possible to give burial to these bodies.

“As I was returning from the tren
ches through a queer tunnel like the 
burrow of a mol 
streets and houses, through cellars, 
rooms, and kitchens, and once even 
under a dripping sewer—the enemy 
prepared for us a surprise that did not 
ocme wholly unexpected. He began 
to bombard the ruins of Dlxmude with 
heavy artillery. The first shell struck 
into a heap of ruins quite near us and 
made a noise as if the world was com
ing to an end. ‘Every man into the 
bombproofs,' was commanded, and 
several officers pulled me along with 
them into the subterranean dwelling 
of the commandant. For three hours 
we remained there listening to the 
noise and expecting every moment 
that a shell would strike right over 
us. Once the very earth trembled ; 
the adjoining house had been struck, 
came down with a crash above our 
heads. ‘Now,’ said the commandant 
as another shell struck; ‘Now,’ at one 
time nearer to us, at another farther 
away. And through It all the old 
Flemish clock was chiming out the 
hours with its choral of submission to 
the will of God on high.

“Since prudence Is the better part 
of valor and it waa uncertain how

noughts, the Iron Duke class, carry 
12 6-inch guns, as did all pre-Dread- 
nought ships, these are a purely anti- 
torpedo armament, and would not be 
used in a general action. The gun 
numbers would be all in their turrets, 
while the remainder would be below 
the protective deck and inside the belt

At the commencement of an action 
—that is, if the weather were clear 
enouigh to allow for long range—the 
gun ere 
beyond 
laying and 
the control officer in the control sta
tion situated at the foremost head. It 
is quite possible that a battle may be 
decided before the fleet get near 
enough for the individual gun-layers 
to show their skill. As things stand 
in the North Sea, we have every rea
son to believe that our ships have a 
much greater superiority of gun-fire 
over the German ships than the Gnei- 
senau and Scharnhorst had over the 
Good and Monmouth. Therefore It 
will be to our interest to make the 

as far as possible; and as Ad- 
Jellicoe is also one of our lead-

timbers and stones to warn us not to 
cross certain streets, tor there are 
stretches of ground in this desolated 
town that are swept by the enemy’s 
rifles so incessantly and with such a 
•hail of bullets that it is sure death to 
try to cross them.

“Again we stopped before one of 
those confused heaps of ruins. Here 
were the headquarters of the German 
commandant. Forbidding as the pile 
looked from the outside, it was com
fortable enough inside. It was some 
rich man’s house, about three-fourths 
of its height left standing and its 
rooms on the second floor being left in
tact. Sand bags and earth had been 
laid upon the debris covering the up
per floors and this made the lower 
rooms secure against exploding shells. 
Candles and lamps ehed a mild and 
.peaceful light In the rooms—a light 
that set off finely the century-old splen
dor of the costly furniture that had 
been brought in from other ruined 
houses. There were inlaid Flemish 
wardrobes in rocoo style, used here to 
support the celling; there were small 
mahogany tables in empire style, with 
gilt ornaments in bronze. The coffee 
percolator was humming. An ancient 
clock chimed at the end of every hour 
the same choral: ‘Only Submit to the 
Will of God.’ 
let in the gray daylight and you hear 
the enemy's rifle bulletts pattering 
against the walls, incessant and yet so 
vicious.
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If we could see the ships of the

“The neutral powers have generally 
acquiesced In the steps taken by the 
British government, 
have not succeeded in inducing the 
British government to restore the Ger
man individuals and property seized 
in violation of international law. In 
certain directions they have also aided 
the British measures, which are Irre
concilable with the freedom of the sea, 
in thqt they have obviously, under

from stem to stem; others again, 
take the heroic course of dropping 
them into the sea all well fastened 
together and allowing them to drift 
where they will. The latter course 
seems the most practical and sensible 
one.

war during times 
sides all stained, with rust all round 
the water line, and a generally be
draggled appearance—that is if they 
have been keeping the sea. But 
the most startling change would be 
the stripped and naked appearance 
they would present for gone would 
b© all sails, boat davits, ridge rope^, 
and the usual paraphernalia that is 
part of any ship’s peace trimmings 
The vessels are cleared for action!

Getting a ship ready tor the stern 
test of battle is no light undertaking. 
At least or.ee a week during the pip
ing times of peace the whole ship’s 
company are exercised at. “general 
quarters,” an evolution which takes 
a very few minutes to reform. Ou 
these occasions the buglers sound oil 
“exercise action,” when the guns are 
“cast loose,” magazines opened, and 
guns being leaded with a projectile 
and dummy charge. Drills are then 
proceeded with, the guns generally, 
being secured and all stores returned 
by six bells—11 a. m.

When the ship is going to target 
practice “action” is sounded, and, of 
course, the guns are loaded with a 
real charge and the firing proceeds 
until the amount of ammunition 
allowed for these occasions is expend 
ed. Then the “secure” is sounded. 
That also is preparatory perform
ance alongside “prepare tor battle." 
Then the ship is stripped of every 
atom of frilling likely to prove dan
gerous to life and limb.

One of the greatest dangers in a 
modern action is fire, owing to the 
terrible incendiary nature of the shells 
used, so that theoretically no scrap

especially, they

ing gunnery experts, dependence may 
be placed upon him to take every ad
vantage that superiority of gun-fire 
offers.

The great test of a general action, 
if one takes place, will be the armor- 
plate, as it is possible that these will 
be quite vulnerable to the armor-pier
cing projectiles now in use. In the 
direction of armor the German ships 

i have a slight advantage, but nothing 
ommensurate with our great gun 

power.—Navy and Army.

The only object of the boat can be 
to save life should the ship be reduced 
to a sinking condition, and both the 
filling of them with water or marling 
them down would render them useless 
for tills purpose, as it would take some 
time before they could be made ready 
for lowering, always supposing they 
escaped the shattering effect of shell.

What is being regarded as a good 
substitute for life-saving purposes in 
many ships in the grand fleet is the 
men’s mess tables. These are made j 
of one-inch planking, are about three 
feet wide, and from even to ten feet, 
long. Floating flat on the water they 
would support a great number of men. 
Immediately meals are finished, these 1 
tables are dismantled ready for carry
ing on deck should the need for using 
them for life-saving purposes arise.

Life-saving air belts have recently 
been provided. These are worn around 
the waist and can be blown up quick
ly. and Will keep the wearer afloat if 
the ship goes down.

In our big modern ships no one will 
be outside armor protection during 
the course of an action. There are 
no secondary armaments to use today ; 
for, although the latest of our Dread-
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MG-ADAMS Trenches Filled With Water.

“A tunnel, partly underground and 
.partly broken through the walls of 
rooms and houses,'leads up to the ar
tillery observation stand. From here 
we overlooked the battleground. The 
hostile trenches lie very close to each 
other, at one point not more than thirty 
yards. The River Yser, now carrying 
high water, constitutes the dividing 
line here. On the other side we could 
see the French, mostly marines, mov- 
ing about in their trenches rather care
lessly—what they might well do, as we 
were not answering their wild fusil- 
ade. I have now seen trenches all 
along the western front, from the 
Swiss border to the North Sea; but I 
have nowhere seen such trenches as 
these along the Yser here. The ditches 
are cut considerably below the water 
level of the river and the result 1» that 
they are constantly filled with water. 
They are cut, not into earth, but into 
fully saturated mud, and water Is all
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some Idea of the loss from an examina
tion of the archives which I discover
ed half buried among the ruins of the 
town hall, 
hand-made paper and parchment reach
ing far back into the Middle Ages lay 
there, singed, torn and thrown topsy
turvy by exploding shells, being ruin
ed by the rain. There was correspon
dence from the beginning of the fif
teenth century, carried on in German 
between a merchant In Calais and the 
city government of Dlxmude. There 
lay the minutes, and other documents 
of the city government from the time 
when the Hanseatic League was in the 
high tide of prosperity, financial ac
counts reaching back into the four
teenth century, manuscripts of human- 
istte learning, scientific treasures of 
an important and fascinating charac
ter. But gladly as one would have 
lost one’s self with these discoveries, 
this waa manifestly not the moment 
to become absorbed In them; for the 
enemy’s fire was directed without In
terruption at the market square and 
the former town hall, and at any mo
ment these tottering walls might fall.

City of Subterranean Life.

Manuscripts on fine old
h
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Berlin, Jan. 20.—William Scheuer
mann, one of the best known of the 
German war correspondents, has re
cently visited Dlxmude, which has be
come famous through the heavy fight
ing around it In October and Novem
ber, resulting finally in Its capture 
by the Germans. He writes as follows:

“Dlxmude presents a picture of des- 
I j truction such as I had not regarded 
J possible, notwithstanding all that I 
I have seen in this war. No house here 

1 has escaped, and many quarters of 
the town are heaps of ruins in which 

fit is no longer possible to distinguish 
, where the streets had been. The large 
■mrket square is strewn with shells, 
■d in order to reach the point where 
me beautiful town hall and the parish 

(1 church of BL Nicholas used to stand, 
one has to pick one’s way among deep 
holes gouged into the pavement by 
the heavy shells. The church is still 
to be recognized from an arch in the 

! wall and a piece of the apse. But In
side the debris lies as high as a man’s 
head.

“Dlxmude Is dead, the grave of an 
. old culture more touching than any 

city of the antique world unearthed af- 
! ter thousands of years; tor here one 

sees everywhere mementoes of men

1 Berlin!. Feb. 7. (By wireless to Say- 
ville)—Emperor William, it was offici
ally announced today, paid a visit 
yesterday to the Silesian Landwehr 
in their trenches near Grezozyn, easç 
of Wlozcowa.
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Liver Pills, and after using about 
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“Since that time I have not been 
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Herein to shown Fleetwood, off which place German submarines sank three British merchant ships, including 

the Ben Crnachen, a vessel of 1,878 tone register. Fleetwood to In Lancashire, In the west of England, on the coart 
of the Irish Ses. It to only about forty miles from Liverpool, where most of the transatlantic vessels stop on their 
trips from New York, and the terminus of the great grain carrying trade from America. It Is 715 miles from Antwerp 
and more than 800 from Heligoland and the Kiel Canal. The presence of a German submarine here, in the heart of 
British home waters, would Indicate a radius of action much greater than heretofore suspected and reveals a new dan
ger to British commerce.
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