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The latter is but incidental to our position; what God the Lord would say, and to speak the

И we stand for word from his mouth. Ilence through all the. mess
ages of our great preachers, there has ever throbbed 

cause we think we have the better of our Pedo-bap- the deep, awful, gracious note of Calvary. Their
tmt. brethren in a matter of exegesis, but because testimony has been sown with the fire of the holy
both logic and experience teach its importance as a gospel, and it has filled all the church with light.

With humble thankfulness we claim as ours John 
of Bedford jail, 

eyed man of Anglceea. 
and a prophet sent from God:*' Andrew Puller, who 
held the rope with a giant’s grip while Carey went 
down into the well Charles llnddon Spurgeon, who 
in this city exercised the most fruitful ministry since 
apostolic times; nnd Alexander Maclaren, the prince 
of all expository preachers of any age or country, 
the incomparable stylist of the nineteenth century 
pulpit, who has left a scroll «if light about every lest 
which he has touched, a i*<>ct, in the garden of 
whose imagination the flowers have never «'eased to 
bloom or the birds to sing, ami who premde* ,, 
this Congress today, a benediction to us all. honored 
and beloved as the Grand Old Man of the Baptist 
Brotherhood of the world

force, Clarkson, Buxton, Sharp, and blew up the form.
whole abominable institution of slavery, making true the former is of its very essence.
the saying which is written, “Slaves cannot breathe believers' baptism and no other it is not simply be-
the air of England.”

The moment that Knibb heard that the Reform Bill 
had passed the British House of Commons, he ex
claimed, "Now I’ll have slavery down! I will never

I
j

safeguard to the church from the intrusion of unre
generate life.
the Master clearly chose that form as the adequate 
symbol of the death and resurrection by which Ho 
achieved His sovereignty, as well as symbol of that 
death to sin and resurrection to newness of life by 
which the believer comes consciously under His sov
ereign sway. The purpose throughout is spiritual.

Bunyan, the immortal dreamer 
Christmas Ev

il we hold to immersion it is becausenor night till I see it destroyed root and 
As a proof that his opposition to slavery 

was the outcome of his interpretion of the great 
commission, take this extract from his first speech 
delivered in England on his return from Jamaica - 
“1 daily and hourly feel that the questions of colon 
ial slavery and of missions are now inseparably con
nected; that British Christians must either join with 
me in an attempt to break the chain with which the 
African is bound or leave the work of mercy and the 

of the Redeemer unfinished ami abandon

l "the onebranch.

It is noteworthy that the practice of infant bap
tism is falling more ami mort* into disuse- among the 
evangelical denominations, while the old grounds for 
its administration have been largely surrendered. In 
the interest* of a spiritual church it should, 
lieve, be discontinued entirely, discarded as an out 
wofn tradition, and shunned ns a garment spotted 
by the tloA.

A» 1 bring this paper tow aril conclusion, there are 
two other matters that 1 must touch upon, if ever 
so lightly and briefly. One is the filait- which our 
essential Baptist principle has given us in the great 
modern movement of

triumphs
the simple and oppressed Christian slave to those 
whose tender mercies are cruelty.’’ During this iin 
passioned speech, one of the cautious officials of the 
Baptist Missionary Society is stated to have pulled 
the tail of Knibb'e coat by way of admonition but 
Knibb went on: —“believing as I do that the African 
and the Creole slave will never again enjoy the bless 
ings of religious instruction or hear of the benefit* 
of that Gospel which Christ commanded to l»e preach 
ad among all nations unless slavery he overthrown 
I now stand forward as the unflinching and

be

Fathers and Brethren I The plnr-e M Baptists in 
the church of the future is destined !*■ a largvi

I hi' * і if hi luteplace than we have yet mhirval 
not outgrown the lu-ed if Baptist principles 
never m greatei її...I «>( ill- in than it

I

WOULD EVANGELIZATION principles have not yet manifrslt-il the full fores that
The nineteenth century, with all its marvels, wit 

nt-seed nothing more wonderful than the rise ami 
Mpread of the Foreign Міннюпаг) movement, l In
spirit of that movement found it* incarnation (h to 
Імч 2ml, 17У2, when twelve men of Baptist tailh or 
gani/.ed the lirst 
avowed 
world.
leheiu of this movement 
113 2s (id., taken up in the parlor of Widow VSulli*. 
provided the swaddling clothes in which they wrap 
ped the holy child.

і* in them S.-w light and p. і w .-і *r- 
from them in lh«- .lav*

daunted advocate of immediate emancipation I plead 
for liberty to worship God on Іи-half ibf thirty thou 
sand Christian slaves of the напи- faith ns yourselves 
and if the friends of missions will not hear nu- 
hope that the Cod of missions will Лніі-d by Brit 
ish Christians anil by Afrie’s God, I will never ream* 
to plead for the people vI love till we wave the flag 
of liberty over departed colonial slavery, shout with 
melodious harmony it* funeral dirge and proclaim a* 
we leave the s|H>t in which 
greatest curse that has ever stained the annals ,.f 
missions, 'Glory to God in the highest, and oijt, 
earth peace, good will to men.’ This Vow registered 
in such dramatic fashion was liternllv fulfilled in 
that memorable midnight celebration in Janine a 
when Knibb aecompannsl by a great mult itu<l.' ..f 
eniancqvated blacks digged a grave, cast into it 
hated symlmls of slavery and sang the dox.Jogv at 
the dose.

I......
let them go 
elllllg of the
Christ. I hi- jsiwei to sam til) the f*iml> 
the home a place 1 ruli.i *puilyi*l -ullui- 
have in th«4ti the p«іw . r
more intelligent i-omprwhen-1 ve ami tiniv.'i«sl 
і ration of h.-i m. iiilssi

I hev liavr m lh«-m through the цинії 
wn*e of |»*iM.>rtul anew і-t alih-nees t<> 

and make 
I hr уiety of modern tunes, f.u th«

purpose of giving the Gos|m-I to the heathen 
The little town of Kettering was the Beth 

Willie the Cliiiei I loll of Mho have in them the
(tower to mitigate lire antagonisms .if і nmiNcf. ial 

SetUng ін-і.ігр .apilnbst and tradesmen alike 
the higher standards that n.seesarily а....трап> i h. 
sense of |»er«onal cea|mnsihibtv In (’bri't. they will 
go far to break the tyranny of both <-.»minmsl <-npi 
tnl and organised Іаіміг 
promise of suvcor and deliverance for imllmii* who 
now groan und«-r the oppressions of the nutonatn 
governments of the world

have eiitouilx-d the
Me

It was by no accident that this movement came of 
World evangelization is a corollary 

In Wil
Baptist birth
to the doctrine of the Isirdslnp of Christ 
lutin Carey the doctrine fourni a new interpretation 
and expression. By him it was < lanlied ami restai 
ed in terms of the great commission. The older doc 
trine of divine sovereignty had sterilised the church 
iiyjier Calvinism running near to fatalism, had-chill 
•чі evangelical enthusiasm It had bidden the young 
manliotsl of the church "sit down", det'iiyring that 
when it pleased God to convert the Ьеіііім-п, He 
would convert them without human help. From such 
n theological obscurantism, with Its sad conseqtteni-e 
of religious quietism. Carry brought deliverance He 
gave the church a new horizon, kindled within her a 
now light, created within lier a new soul. Carey was 
no mere e<<UesmsU<al цнч-hüHist, he was a great 
prophet and inspiraliouisl It was a new thought 
of God and of man that he gave to the world, or

I hey h«ve in lh«*m the

la a w..rd, they bid each 
man wKo live* under the blur sky, to stand upon His 
ЬчЧ ami harken to Ins Ixinl arid Master, .Iumiis 
Christ, nnd go with Mini up the heights of noblest 
til an hood.

Stanzas from the little jKM»m by Tennyson 
appropriate here.

us worthy of tk^ trust committed 
May we prove tha divinty of 

principles by the increasing splendor. of our achieve 
men Is. Mfty we lx- good Holdiers of J.-au* Christ, 
an<l strong heljx-rs of mankillil. Then when the day 
is done, we shall have a royal diadem to cast at 
Jesus* feet
we shall weave into a crown
crown we shall gather all the names that have shone 
starlike and clear in the galaxy <>f Baptist history , 

It and with a joy unsjieakahle and full of glory wn shall 
raise all our voices to “Hail the |siw«-rot Jesus' 
name," and lift all our hand* to “Crown Him Lord 
of all."

May God make 
to our hand*

Onee m a golden hour 
I cast to earth a seed 

Ip there came a flower. 
The people said, a weed

l

To and fro they went
Through my garden Ihiw.-i 

Ami muttering discontent
Our principles with otir achievements 

\h jewels for that
НІНІ ПП fl.'W. I

lather an old thought brought to newn««*s of life 
Hi* contribution was splendidly revolutionary 
is with u* still o thing of Ми and js.wer ami bleea 

“Time cannot wither,

Then it grew so tall
ft wore a crown of Ugh і

But thieve* from o’er th« wall 
Stole the seed by night

Sowed it far nnd wide 
By every town and tower

Till all the jieople cm*l. 
“Splendid is the flower

Read my little fable 
Це who runs may rend.

Most cun grow the (lowers now 
For nil have got the seed.

custom stale vlie m

Imite variety” uf its Lxiieticenee m the Christian 
In the ebaltation of her ideals, inchurch at large 

llie enlargement of her sympathies, in the mts-nsihea 
tinli of her real, in tile wnuclitivaUon of her life. George Muller, Brls.ol England, on 

Prayer.the purification and simplification «>( her doctrine, the 
Christian church owes more to William Corey and 
his mission, than to any other man or movement 
wince the days of 1‘aul. Upon the trellis of the For 
eign Misai 
run over Uie wall 
southern exposure, through which, she lias fell at 
her heart the thrill of a new vitality, while ltearing 
on her outmost branches a burden of precious fruit 
for the vintage of the skies.

The last matter upon which 1 shall touch is closely 
allied with this; namely, our place of steadfast

No man was better qualified than Muller to tell 
the m-cret of how to secure divine guidnnee in the af 
fairs of life This is how besought it.

I seek at the beginning to get my heart, into 
such a state that it has no will of it* own in regard

enterprise, the vine of the church has 
It has given her, *pirituuliy, a I

We are glad they’ve got it. , We rejoice to see the 
Hsion flower of soul lilierty blossomingsplendid pa

far and wide in the fields of Nonconformist doctrine; 
but we think our brethren of the free nnd evangel і 
cal denomination* can

to a given matter.
2. Having done this, I do not leave the result to 

feeling or simple impression. If so, I lay myself 
liable to great delusions.

.3. 1 seek the will of the Spirit of God throjgh. or 
in connection with, the Won! of God,

4. Next, 1 take into account providential circum
stance*. These often plainly indicate His will in 
connection with the word and spirit.

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His will to me 
aright.

6. Thus

afford to acknowledge thnfjjt 
they found the seed in our Baptist garden.

1 must hasten now to point out how our essential 
Baptist principle has made our place a place of wit
nessing in behalf of

LOYALTY TO THE AUTHORITY Ob THE CHRIS 
T1AN SCRIPTURES.

A SPIRITUAL CHURCH. The sovereignty of Christ and the supremacy of the 
New Testament os the rule of life, are practically 
one doctrine. Whether we ground the authority of 
the New Testament in the fact that Christ gave it 
to us, or in the fact that it gives us the Christ, the 
result is the same. The Christian consciousness and 
the Christian scriptures are not, and caimot he, with 
us, two separate sources of authority. They are one 

The New Testament creates the Christian 
consciousness and appeals to the consciousness it 
creates. It also corrects the Christian consciousness 
and progressively justifies itself therein. Hence it is 
and ever must remain for us the word of final auth
ority. It is the imperial sceptre of the Son of God. 
It has been said that the chiefest contribution of the

By a "spiritual church” we mean a church respon
sive in all its members, to the mind of Christ, and 
yielding personal loyal obedience to His sovereign 
will.

Since the Ôhurch is Christ’s body, membership in 
the church should depend upon, follow and express a 
previous personal relation to him as the incorporât 
ing and directing head. To admit to the body 
those who are not joined to the head by a living 
faith, is to commit a mischievous incongruity. Hence 
we cannot permit the state to say who shall be 
members in the church. Caesar must not determine 
what belongs to God. Hence we dare not say with 
the' Westminster Confession, that “the church con
sists of all these throughout the world, who profess 
the true religion, together with their children.” We 
dare not baptize those who can give no sign that

through prayer to God, the study of the 
Word, and reflection, 1 come to a definite judgment^ 
according to the best of my ability and knowledge. 
Then if my mind is at pence, nnd continues so after 
two or three petitions, I go abend.

It will be seen how carefully Mr. Muller used nil

4

in Christ.
the natural sources of guidance in connection with 
prayer. We wish all who- profess to lie let! by the 
spirit were as careful.

4

■
Why should you carry troubles and sorrows un

healed? There is no bodily wound for which some 
herb doth not grow, and heavenly plants are more 
than medicine.

Baptist people to the Christian church has been her 
succession of great preachers. That would not be 
strange if true. The Baptist principle has continual- 

they have been bom again; baptism is the symbol ly driven our preachers in upon the scriptures. Stand-
of regeneration, and must be reserved for those who, ing there, they have felt the Rock of Ages beneath
in personal confession of His name put on the Lord their feet. Standing there they have beheld the
Jesus Christ. glory of the Lord. They have gazed upon the Cross

This principle of a regenerated church membership, red with blood of atonement. They have beheld the
more *_han anything else, marks our distinctiveness throne of God with the Lamb in the midst thereof,
in the Christian world today. It is a matter of The Baptist preacher has never needed to go peeping
amazement to us to find ourselves noticed, not so cautiously about to see what other men were doing,
much for insistence on the spirituality of the church, 
as for tbs scrupulous observance of an appointed

Bind up your hearts in them, and 
they shall give you not only healing, but Jenve with 
you the perfume of the blessed gardens where they 
grow. Thus it may be that sorrows shall turn to 
riches; for heart troubles, in God’s husbandry, are 
not wounds, but the putting in of the spade before 
the planting of seeds.—Southern Churchman.

}

Life is springtime, and the gathering years are
lengthening days, calling to constant endeavor,— 
Rev, W. D. Williams.

or to put his ear to the ground to listen for the
. .word from human lips. It has been for him to hear
7

4
M.

■

і
\

f-m

m
М

І
—

—
m


