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LETTERS TO A YOUNG MINISTER.

Dear Youne BROTHER:—

1 have endeavonred:to point out the great im-
portance of the work of preaching, and to deeps
en your sense of the responsibilities which de-
volve upon you as a preacher of religious truth.
Let me now direct your attention to some prac-
tical reflections on the spirit and mode in which
this important work should be performed, The
sim of the preacher should be the salvation of
his hearers from sin,and its dire conzequences,the
conversion of unbelievers, and the sanctification of
the professed followers of Christ. No man can
expect to achieve a result at which he does not
aim, and no preacher can reasonably expect to be
an instrament in the salvation of souls; unless
his attontion, his desires, and hi§ energizs are
directed to the eud. These remarks might
seem 1o be auperﬂdous. Does not every preach-
er of the gospel aim to save his hearers? To
what end does he preach, and teach and exhort.
Alas! a variety of motives some of them imnpera
fect, and some impure,influenge us. The ad-
miration of our hearers is sweet, and without in-
tending it, we may consider rather what they
will think of us than what they will think of the
Master. We may be satisfied with keeping up
the attention of our hearers; or with enlarging
their stock df ideas, or with improving their
morale. Now it is well that the congregation
should be pleased with your discourses, bat it is
not well that you should aim at this approbation.
1t 1s well that they be attentive hearers, that their
minds should be eslarged and improved by the
thonghts which you disperse, and that their
moral condition should advance under your min-
istration.

and in_persuading profegsed believers to live a
life of trust, whereas if you aim merely at their
iatellectual or moral improvement you may fail,

while yon cannot even expect to be the means of '

their salvation. Your heart is not right if* you

are not passionately desirous that sinners should |

be converted,and the church be made more pure,
and the most elaborate, or eloquent sermon is &
miserable failare which does not tend to induce
a hatred of #in, and a desire for holiness.

But how. is this aim to be rea'ized P By
preaching the Gespel of the Son of God.—
It is this which converts, it is this which
also sanctifies. It is the power of God unto sal-
vation. I do not mean that the fact of the cru-
cifiction should be the special subject of every dis-
course, The cross 1s but the nucleus whence

myriads of rays stream forth to form the grand |

luminary which from the pulpit affords at
once life and lLight. But towards this nucleus
every  theme of preaching should centre. No
subject should be presented from the pulpit
which does not derive its significance, its impor-
tance and its power from Christ orucified. This
doctrine alone reveals the exceeding sinfulness of
sin, the utter_helplessness of the sinner-~points
out the way of life, changes the depraved heart,
establishes a practicable motive to obedience,
consoles in sorrow, cheers in_despondency, and
removes the sting {rom death, It glorifies every
attribute of Deity, justifies his apparently mys-
teriousigovernment. It illuminates all the anti-
christian portion of the world’s history, and
of glory over all the fucure. . An infinite number
of subjects relating to the character, duty and
destiny of man, the nature, character, and attri

butes and government of God may be presented,
but Christ and him crucified mast distinctly ap-
pear in every sermon,

Of course preaching requires preparation. —
T present a gospel theme, soas to interest, (0
conviace, to move, one muss be master of his sub-
ject; and have all its parts arranged for the end
1 view, - On any- other subject except religion
the spesker, who has any other aim than (o talk
against_time, carefally and laboriously prepares
his address, or else draws it from a previously
sequired stock of inf ion and experi
It is not a litthe singular thatonly those who
aim to persuade depraved men to be reconciled
1o G4, and who to this dificuls end, expound
doetrines which reiate to every Divine and human
interest, ever deem preparation for their work un«
gecessary., Nut 85 thought Paul when he urged
Timothy to give himself up to reading and niedi-
tation. Kach sermon should be carefully thou ght
out. “Every #entiment ‘advasced should be m
harinony with the teachings of the word. Diffi-
culties should be settled, and the entize discourse
adapted to the condition and wants of the con-
gregation. But beride’ the particular prepara-
tion which each sermon réquires 4 general pre-
paration for preaching is especially necoessary.—
Too much time spent over one sermon. is apt to
render 1t elaborate and uninteresting.' - The
preacher should be continuslly in “course of
training. He should ever be learning something
from the Bible, from nature, {fom the wrilings of
the learned and the good, and a'so from his self
examination and observation. By pursuing this
course subjects will readily be suggested, ap«
propriate. thoughts and illustrations will flow
around the chosen tleme, the parts of discourse
will readily take the most matural and effective

gement. - The g and most succesful
preachers have pursued thisplan. = Their studies
of seience and Revelation,their self i

But these results will certainly follow |
if you succeed in leading sinners to Christ, and |

ntercourse with man and with God, all furnish
thoughi, arguinent and power to the sermon.

[ am convinced that in this province our min~
isters preach too frequently. No msn can for
consecutive years preparé three or four sermons
4 » weok. A young prescher who relies upon his
fluency of speech to sustain him n such a course
given up. His sermons will abound in weari.
some repetitions, his congregation will grow less
and less attentive, and he, instead of improving
as he advances, will degenerate into a mere ex»
horter, and perhaps be excelled in this by any in-
telligent member of his church. There are of
coutge emergencies which require extraordinary
exertion, but as a general thing I would recom-
mend you not to preach more than two sermons
a week, If you do justice to these, conduct
a Bible class and a prayer meeting,and attend to
ordinary pastoral duties, you will not have much
time for that more general preparation which is
80 necessary,

I would also recommend to you system in
presching.  The truths of the gospel are inti-
mately eonoected with each other, and serve for
mutual illostration. The tencher of any science
advances from simple to more recondite traths,
| Now why should not the teacher of the divine
‘ science pursue the same course. By doing so he

will be able to present to an attentive audience
many a subject which otherwise would be unins
: telligible, certainly uninteresting. You could
either frame a series of subjects—or what is per-
haps hetter you could take some bock in the holy
scriptures, study it very carefully and preach in
order on thoge subjects which stand forth promi-
neantly. By such a course you will never have
t any difficulty  in, selecting a text. Your own
i mind_will be filled and enlarged, and your hear-
{ will become acquainted with the seriptures, and
| will grow in knowledge and Divine things.
Er1scoros.

!':or the Christian W atchman-
FEMALE EDUCATION, ITS CHAR-
ACTER.

No. 4.

We hope our readers, if we have any, do not
think we have lost sight of our subject and gone
off into a disquisition upon the limitless then.e
of education ia general. We have not forgotten
) the restrictive character of our heading, but in
reflecting upon the subject we cou'd not hut be
ronvinced as before inimated, that the indiffer-
.ence or disfavour with which so many regard the
subject of female education has its origin chiefly
m ihe rarrowness of thuse views which,ignoring
the wants and the claims of the mind itself, look
only to the spheres of life in . which the know
iedge gained may promise to be of practical,
| meaning, pecuniary wility. We believe, too,
that the best and main wyguments for a course
of mental training are such as relate to mind in
itself considered and are conscquertly unaffeeted
by sex or outward circumstance, Heuce we have
porsued, orrather indieated the train of thought
whizh it seems to us, ought to carry most weight
without rttempting to trace a distinction wheig
we were unable to perceive any essential differ-

{ eue~; . Such views, if admitted, have at least one
advantage ; they cannot de warped and bent to
suit the inclinations of the partial and the pars
simonious., But, in dwell ng solely upon them
we do not mean te:denyiihe valididy of that
class of arg te, so much i d on, drawn
wholly from the pictured advantages, material
and social; to result from increase of knowledge
and mental power. = We prefer, howsver, to in-
troduce a few of these in another convection, not
sb mugch as reasons why wemen should be edu-
eated, but 84 illustrations of the wisdom and be-
nevolence of the natural law which demands
their education. .

. The samé remarks asto the destinctions of
gender hold true, toa considersble extent, of
the character of education. At is culture of mind
not of men,or of women, which is wauted. First,

@;on,a remark ortwo as to what education is

end is not.

it s not the adding onof anything foreign,
to the proexistent properties of the mind, It
seems idle to say that itis not in the power of
any men, or of men'’s systems to originate any
power in the soul, 1o call into exercise any facule
ty which did not previously exist in embryo.
And yet we frequently hear the acquisition of
leurning spoken of in a style easily admitting
such a construction. Did me more fully consider
that il we are required to do, and all we can do
18 to wid in drawing out latent elements of pow~
ers, embryos which but await the bidding of a
heal hful culture to shoot forth in massive
strength and symmeury, we would surely regard
our obligations in a more serious light.

Again, education is not a' filling 'in process.
Many persons speak of the mind as'if it were a
vast receptecle, and of the teacher as one whose
busiuess it is o eram its ample vaults with the
richest treasures of the bocks; the greatest pos-
sible quantity in the shortest possible time. But,
beé it remémbered, no amount of mere knowledge
constitutes its posses sor cducated. Education,
it s true, is aninvaluable, almost indispeasable,
aidin the abguisition of knowledge. So, on the
other: hand, the ability to classify and retain and
make vse of kniwledge Proves an educated
mind.," But'few things, weconceive, are more
unjust than the reasonings uf those who sueer ai
onid"s pretentions to'edication because he may

chaage to be 1gnorant of some commonplace
faota or items.

Perhaps no positive definition of education,
(we use the word so often because no other so well
expresses the idea,) can begiver other than the
old, well worn one, taken from the derivation of

capabilities : s
the aceumulation of knowledge, but the devel~
opement of power. Not how much one knows,
but what he can dois the test to be applied.
How well ean we remember, think, reason, ima-
giu~y enjoy P

1f these views be admitted two things will be
necessary to the formation of & correct theory of
female education ; first, a correct analysis of the
faculties and susceptibilities of the female mind;
secondly, a knowledge of the branches of study
best adapted for the strengthening of each.
Neither of these tasks shall we attempt to dis-
charge Jully here. We shall leave them for the
wiser head of the well qualified teacher to whose
province they more~ properly- belong. A few
general remarks is #ll we have to offer.

That woman’s mind i in all 1ts general fea-
tures, similar to that of man, possessing to a
large degree all its capabilities, i: admitted by
all reasonable persons. That there is a charac.
teristic differsnce in some minor respects, such
as keenness of intuition, fitness for long and la-
borious reasoning procesess, &c., is also fre-
quently asserted. Reflection on the first named
truth will convince us how unphilusophical are
those systems which, while providing for boys
a'l *he advan'ages of a lengthened and vigorous
cotirge of study, insult female intellect by confi-
ning girls to the most elementary branches of
common school lore, supplemented perhaps, by
w litfle mechanical drill on piano kéys and
eryo: €.

Without attempting any formal enumeration
of thedifferent branches of study essential to a
thorough mental training we may refer to a few
which seem admirably adapted to this end, but
which are much too sparingly introduced into our
common schools.  Foremost among these we
chonld mention mathematics, even at the risk
of aviolentshoek to the sensitive nerves of some
fair reader. We are fully aware that the word
denotes a olass of studies sesociated in many
minds only with what is dry and harsh and mas-
culine, and that the few ladies who have succes-
fully devoted' a portion of time to them are gen-
erally supposed to have had all the finer traits of
the femenine nature bluntel,if not obliterated,
by the contrast. If woman hasno unborn long-
ingsof er absolate trath, no taste to be gratified
by cuntemplation of the simple grandeur of the
immutatable “ ordinances of Heaven,” and above
s}l no reasoning powers to be strengthened and
expanded, we can yield to such views, otherwise
we must ever consider n course of mathematos,
or some equivalent as yet unkoown, indispen-
sable to a finished education.

We might speak too of the study of natural
sciences asopening up a constantly widening
field for the study of whatever is wise in con-
ceplion, benevolent in design, and lovely in exe-
cution in the works of the God of Nature, and
of the reflex influences of such studies npon the
mwind, sharpening its perceptions, gratifying its
purest derires and drawing out its aspirations
after moral beauty and excellence. Or we might
refer did time permit, to the dead languages as
the study best adapted to give us an iusight into
the general principles of language, and speak of
the gratification and intellectual benefit result«
ing from a mastery of the grandest thoughts
which animated the proud spirits of centuries
long dead. But we pass on to notice one nr two
others of yet greater importance.

Mental and moral philosophy are studies
which it seems astonishi-gto us are so rarely
introduced in courses of study. . Their impor-
tance in the education of females, wnether we
look at the effects upon their own minds, or
upon those brought upder their training, can
scarcely be over estimated. The one dealing
with the mind itseif, teaching it to turn mward
itse own powers anld study itself in allits
wonderful complhications ; the other investiga~
ting the right and wrong affections by considera-
tion both of their immediate and future resuls
andthe secret springs which actuate them ; we
oun scarcely conceiye of any influence under hu-
man control calculated to tell more powerfully
upon the character of coming generations. Itis
ot so mrch to the knowledge of the systems and
opinions even of the greatest men as to habi's
formed, of studying self, of scrutinizing motives
snd weighing the moral character of actions, that
we look for these results, The sharpeuing of
mental pi ption and the quickening of consci-
encethereby given cannot butbe of uunspeakable
importance to those in whose hands is chiefly
placed the young mind while most susceptible of
impress.

We bave no space left for any observations
upon those studies, such as music and the five
arts, which appeal to the intellectual tastes
through the medinm of the sensabilities, While
we eannot but ider them as of y im-
portance we have no disposition to underrate their
softening and refining influence upon the char-
acter. The almost universal fondness for such
pursuits when opportunities are afforded, suffi-
ciently stamps their importance. Under a judi-
cious arrangement sufficient time may usaally
be gained from severer studies for a consider~
able progress in these, and the mind be both re-
ireshed and delighted by the alteration.

the word-—a leading or drawing out of all the ]

e remark that those peculiaritics, of
jever nature, may be safely left to devel.p
fives uander a he:

Y

snited to it« Own nature.

We cannot cloge our remarks upon this part | great question of Edueation.

¥ had intended to veature some thoughts on dia College lives we shall live alsa,but should we |
#are said to be the peculiar characteristics be mad enough to let it die we muy esoape death |
; an’s mind. But we must psss this too, ourselves but only to sink in torpor for a geners |

an .., '
By this interest in Education we show lhati

althy calture, as different | we are elive to the requirements of the age, and |
h equally well in the same | the best interests of our country.  Above  the i

25 . L man
op

For it we devote

of our suhject withuut cbseiving that however | ourselves exclusively to the. former it will avail |
much may depend upon a proper selection and | us but little, but if we most zealously seek the |

arrangement of studies, at least equally as much |

depends upon the teacher. We have no sym-
pathy with the crusade that is now being preach-
ed over the length and breadij of our land
agrinst female teachers. The objections urged
will be said to belong rather to the qualifica-
tions than the sex of the teacher, and are equal-
ly apolicable to, nearly, or quite as large a pro-
portion of vur male teachers. If the true idea
of edueation be admitted to be anything like
what we have stated, the absurdity of expecting
one who has not gained either from the schools,
or from dilligent self-application, such a train—
ing for his own mind, to be capable of giving it
to others wi.l be manifest.

Every one who has thought upon the sub-
ject knows that by starting trains of thought
and leading them on, by stimulating 10
attempt difficult things and rendering just the
n-cessory amount of assistance, as much may be
often done in an hour by the intelhgent teacher
for the benefit of the young mind as is done in
a week’s drill in the dall routine. Much stress
is often laid in our common schocls upon “ tho-
roughness’ in the branches taught, and the ser-
vices of the teacher who has acquired reputation
for this, are at a premium. Did ** thorough-
ness ¥ mean intimate acquaintance with prineis
ples we should not ohjeet, but nsed as it often
18, to decote a parrot like proficiency in the re-
petition of some arbinary rules, or mechanical
ski!l in working out * sums’ we beg leave to
denwur. We believe much of the tine usually
given to such work might be much more profita-
bly devoted to real training of the mind by some
higher branch of study. Upon the teacher then
devolve s the task of guarding against such waste
of time, of determining the ability of exch pupil
80 as to permit him neither to flounder beyond
nis depth, nor toshow a vigorous exertion of
their own powers. Oua the teacher '0o depends
in a great measure the relish or distaste of the
pupil for study. Upon this his success depends.
Education must be enjoyed to be profitably pur-
sued. The handmaid of Truth, she, like her
great mistress, must be sought for her own sake.
She has but crumbs and contempt for fawning
flaiterers and mercenary followers.

To delight in the cu ltivatiogand exereise of
its powers is natural to mind, the frequent aver
sions to sach activity are usually the faumit of
the system or the teacher.

Pass.

INAUGURAL DISCOURSE.
BY JAMES DeVWILL, A. M.

Professor of Classical Literature.
College.

Acadia

It was a wise and a happy thought which
adopted this place as ti.e seat ot Acadia College.
The memorable beauty of the scene around us
has been consecrated alike by History and Poe-
try. The pleasant thoughts of College days
which come to usare rendered more impressive
by the scenes with which they are forevér con-
nected. We need only to look around to see
lendmarks with which the world is familiar ; and
the name which~has been given to our College
draws its chief significance from the place where
it stands. This is the classic spot of these low-
er Provinces, and I can wel! conceive. that if we
ever have a literature, it will draw its largest
inspiration from the very scene around us.

But not for this beautifal scene,and not for hie-
toric associationshave we come here this day. We
have assembled for a greater and a higher pur.
pose. We have come to see our young men who
have finished their training depart to their
sphere of action. Asthe Isthmian games at-
tracted multitudes of spectators from all Greece,
s0 here, every succeeding Anniversary brings to
this place deputations from all the Lower Pro-
vinces, We come 1o see Athleticsof a nobler
kind, to wituess the result of a higher than phy«
sical training. Our young men have gone
through a process by which évéry faculty of the
mind has been separately developed ; they now
go forth to use those faculties in the world with-
out.

Iu the hands of its young men lies the welfare
of a country, and we feel that more than any
others, that welfare depends upon those who
have been trained in a place like this. We re-
cognize the profound attraciion that belongs to
the occasion. We consider this among the
highest of our purposes as a denomination. We
make other duties centre around this place.
This is our great fes:ival day, and this our chief
place of pilgrimage. For many years goue by
our very life blood has been drawn from this
source ; and for many years to come we must
look here for those who shall teach us, and
judge us, and fight our baitles. Itis the heart
of our Denomination, whose prosperity or ad-
versity are inevitably ours; whose honor is our
honor ; whose acts are our acts.

K O D A K

latter all the former things shall be added uumf
us. The former concerns the outward and the
material directly ; the latter affects the Spiritual
and gives to it that power which shall subdue
all nature toitself. By seeking this we go at
once to the cause, and the source, which makes
all other prosperity not only possible but sure.

It wa: beciuss they felt this so sirongly that
the founders of Acadia College gave expression
to their feelings in this Institution, and placed it
forever out of the power of any one to say that
in this country our D2nomnination has been in-
different 10 the claims of Education. The cir«
cumstances of the time give proof of their well
directed zeal. The zreat movements of the
world bad hardly penetrated here, and in a new
country they might have been forgiven if they
had put off their plans to asucceding generation.
Indiffe:ence to Education was surely pardonable
when the very means of existence were only te
be obtained through a laborious life,

But in spite of every difficuly they laid these
foundations and began this structure. It was
reared on no narrow or exclusive basis. They
took a broad and comprehensive view. They did
not plan a mere sectarian school whose object
should be to give instruction in a certain round
of religious dogmas. Looking not only to the
deromination but to the country, they adopted
that form of instruction which the experience of
ages has proved to be the best ineans of training
the mind, and then, m the true exercise of Bap-
tist principles, they threw their doors open to all
without distinction of class or creed. They aska
ed for no confession of faith, no subscription
to articles of creed, but gave to the country one
Osllege at least where Education was given
with no sectarian requirements, Not from us
alone should praise be given to these clear sight-
ed and free hearted men : but when it shall be
known what bigotry they encountered, what dif-
ficuhies they met, what obstacl»s they removed
and with what prejudices they struggled ; then
shall the very country itself rise up to do them
honor.

Through seif sacrificing efforts, through tire-
less labour, and through ceaseless activity, the
Institation thus formed has been perpetuated
into our day. . Standing on this spot we can look
back over the ever varying succession of pros«
perity and adveisity which has marked its career.
By the labors and perils of the way we can
rightly estimate the zeal and the fortitude of those
who have supported it; arriving now at its annu.
al resting place we see it mustering its eneggies
for 2 new start; and if we can gain one lesson
from the pust, it is that we should not despair
for the future.

Standing here with the past spread out before
us it seems a fitting time to discuss in brief the
subject of Collegiate Education,” not with any
intention of advocating its clsims before those
who have proved a thousand times their high
appreciation of the ciuse ; but with the desire
of bringing clearly before our minds the trae and
central idea of a College ; so that we may see
whether originally it was engrafted upon our
Institution, and afterwards whether it bore cor~
responding fruit.

Concerning this an impression is prevalent
which has given rise to much misapprehension
and false ressoning. It is supposed thav the
whole duties of a College consists in imparting
a certain amount of information. It is thought
that a College is a place where four years are
passed simply in acquiring sciences and langua-
ges with the intention of putting them to direct
practical use in after life.

Yet if this be the true meaning of Education
it needs but little examinati n to see that there
is nota College on the face of the earth “Which
actually fulfils this purpose. For, wbat part of
the informarion there acquired is afterwards put
to this direct practual use ? To what profession
does it of itself prepare a man?  What office
may he fill without furiher preparstion? What
place has this theoretical knowledge of the col~
lege graduate in the tumult and the rush of hu-
man life.

The pure Latinity which gives honor in a Col-

lego avails nothing in the “world. The most
thorough knowlede of ancient history will be
found uveless in the counting house. The most

subtle appreciation of the force of every Greek
particle will be of no assistanee in Courts of
Law. Tie most profound acquaintance with
mathematies will never need to be displayed in
the pulpit,nor will all the Rbetoric of the schools
quality a man for the practice of medicine.

Yet in spite of all this we koow that he who
goes to a College, whatever may be his tastes,
inclinations, or fancies, is put through one un-
alterable cource. Ouat of each class that enters,
every man shall seek a different calling from his
ncighbour, and yet all ure taught the same
branches. The knowledge may by no possibil-

|

ity be of use in their future prefession, but the

While Aca-!task is not spared them, nor is any destinction

AGL0res, INghor A0 .

made. The minister is not freed from mathema-
tios ; nor the Lawyer from Greek ; nor yet the
Doctor from Rhetorie. Though widely ‘dissimi-
lar by nature and in putpose, they are run
through the same would, and the ssme impress
is stamped upon all. f

When a class has graduated cen every mems
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vanced him toward the atvainment of profes-
sion? He finds that four years which form the
most important period of life have passed away,
and they havo been passed in acquiring. much
that may henceforth be unused; that now he
will have to begin at the very elements of his
profession, just as though he had never seen the
walls of a college. By his side are lads four
years younger than himself, who are articled in
the same office and will get their diplomas on the
same day. They have caught up to him, for he
has passed four years at college. Has all that
precious time been wasted P

Years pass on. Gradually time effaces the re-
colection of College stadies. The facts and for-
mulas, once 8o famihiar lie unused in s mind.—
No circumstances arise to bring them forward
and so they fade awayand are forgotton. In the
course of years there may come a time when out
ot all the knowledge that he has seyuired com-
paratively little is remembered.

We see therefore that in & College the same
information is acquired by all, whatever may be
their future aims ; that much of this knowledge
8o far as itself is concerned, 18 of little or no di-
rect practical use in after life ; and that those who
have laboriously aequired all this, must still
work none the less laboriously and begin at the
very first principles of their future duties.

Not only is this so,but we shall see that it can-
rot be otherwise. And these are the things
which are brought forward by many at the pre-
sent day, who urge them as objections to the
whole system of Collegiate education,

* Look”—they say, “your present system
was originaled centuries ago. In these days
a't knowledge lay hidden in the classical lan-
guages and there was a reason for studying them.”

“But times have changed since then,” they say,
“and new learning has arisen, which eclipses all
the lore of the schoolmen. Must we of the
nineteenth century learn wisdom from ihe men
of two thousand years ago ? Since the first Uni~
versity was netablished all modern science has
been born, and Earth and Heaven alike offer
their] treasures of knowledge to the student.

“Come"—they say—** Lay aside the useless
classics and vague philosophies upon which years
are wasted, and substitute those studies which

shall be of practical use. Let such things be ex-
c'usively taught as shall avail in real life. Then
and not till then can a college fulfil its appro-
priute duty.

But the Reform which these men propose
could not end in colleges. All the high schools
from whence they draw their supplies must be
remodelled. The main stream will not be pure
so long as all the tributaries are defiled. But
since from their very naturefall High sehools and
Colleges are attended by youths whose fature
paths will lie in every directien, it follows that
e education of each individual exclusively for
his own profession would be an unwieldly and in-
deed an impossible task. Whatever therefore
this new course of practical knowledge might be,
it follows thot it must be as uniform and as in-
flexible as the old one.

What then shall this new course be P

Suppose tnis radical change to be effected and
the reform accomplished, let the dead languages
be buried out of sight. Let the vain philosophers
be dissipated. In the place of these let a course
of practical studies be established, with direct
reference to actual life.

And here at once returns the old difficulty.—
The new course has entered the place of the old
but only to encounter the same objections which
had been raised against its predecessor.

How could such a course be formed? To
what profession or calling could it have reference ?
Which of the sciences should cocupy the largest
place? What facts should be most generally
administered ? What studies could be found
whjch would be so universally useful to men as
reading, writing, and Arithmetic are to children,
Would it be possible to impart knowledge of
such a nature that it would be useful to all?

Commercial law would be good for the mer-
chant, but useless to the minister. Agricultural
chemistry would benefit the' farmer, but distract
the lawyer.. Astronomy would not greatly as.
sist the Engineer to survey, notr would Geology
enable the Doctor to cure ; and he would be but
a poor interpreter of the seriptures, who to a
thorough knowledge of Political economy united
a profound ignorance of the languages in which
those Scriptures were written.

If therefore we freelyjacknowledged the practi-
cal uselessness of tne preseat course of study in
Colleges. We might also see thiat no scheme of
study can be deversed that shall be better in this
respect nor in the wide diversity ot human ém«

ployments is it possible for any one course of
study to give practical information which shall be
equally useful to all.

1t therefore 1t were the purpose of & College
simply to impart information for practical use in
actual life, we are bound to admit that this pur-
pose 1s vain and the result should be unattamable
by them and that the time spent at them is a
wastc of the most valuabie poxtion of life.




