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BREAKING TRADITION

The Labor party is in a posjtior
some embarrassment over
to contest Speakey. J. H
seat in Halifax

The Speaker, ynstituen
ey he represents or whatever party
he js nominally associated with, hith
erto has held his seat by courtesy im
mune from The Halifax
laborites, that if general
political factors alone are eonsidered
the seat might go Labor, have asked
the National Labor Party what they
ought to do They havé been told to
first find a candidate, then the
position will be further considered

The local caucus now resolved
to contest the seat, although it freely
admits that it is doubtful if a suit
able candidate will be fortheoming

A bill has already been before Par
lisment for making the Speaker mere
Iy an ex-officiov member of the House,
thereby avoiding virtual duun!r@n
chisement of the constituency which
he now represents
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GAIN SEAT.

The Liberal papers are Ihﬂk‘In: a
great play of the vietory of J. E. But
ton, the Labor candidate in the bye
election in the Clayton division: of
Manchester, bn Saturday The West
minster (iazette says analysis of the
bye-elections since th neral
tion of 1918, shows that t Coalition
Government has lost 17 seats out of 63
contests, involving a t er of 175,
000  votes

The respectin
are given as 1

Liberal, 4-1; (
11-2; Independents

It is gemerally acknowledged that
the majority obtained by Sutton over
W.-H, Flanagan, Conservativé
eandidate, 3,624
large

elee

e

and losses

2-17; Labor,

the

WORKERS AFFECTED

Among the latest industries to feel
the effect of German ecompetition is
that of the monumental granite trade
in Aberdeen, Scotland, employes of
which have been notified of an
pending eut in wages varying from
threepence to fourpence per hour, ae
cording to the class of workers. It
is reported that the American whole
sale agents, who previously used to
buy large quantities of Aberdeen
granite, have purchased ten thousand
pounds worth of head stones from
Germany, manufactured from Sean
dinavian granite, while the large En
glish cities are getting tomb-stones

—grund even war memorials from Ger

many st rates substantially cheaper
than Aberdeen granite yards cam pro
duce them at the present rate of
wages.

QUIT DRINKING.

In consequence of certain wage re
ductions in the brewery trade, the
National Transport Workers' Federa
tion has decided to recommend mem
bers and workers generally to organ-

ize & boycott aguinst beer because of |

the ‘“trade’s seandalous profiteering.’’

DIVIDED HOUSE.
The wife of Sir James Currie
been chosen

has
as the prospective Inde

padent Liberal candidate for the

vizes division of Wiltshire. Sir
James was himself the defeated La
bor candidate in this constitueney in
the last election Lady Currie is th
daughter of the late Sir Thomas Han
bury

ROAD TRANSIT.

Strong support has been given the
railway companies’ application - for
powers to engage in roadborne trans

rt by the railwaymen’s leader, J.

. Thomas, M.P., who has written a
letter to the press on the question.
Hitherto considerable opposition to
the companies’ request has been of-
fered by road competitors. The Iat-
ter's activities last year, according to
Mr. Thomas, resulted in the transfer
of 6,000,000 tons of valnable classes of
traffie from the railways.

PASTOR STRIKES

Rev. Adam Hamilton, the pastor of
one of the Congregational churches
ot Blackpool, has announced his in-
tention of going om strike for two

. He said the empty pews in
his church showed that there was
something wrong either with his ser
mons or the church.

BOATS HELD.

The shipping trade in Liverpool is
dislocated. and liners are unable to
enter or leave port owing to a strike
of the tug boat men, says an Evening
News message from Liverpool. The
strike of the men is against the own-
ers’ demand for increased hours with
& reduction in wages.

FOOD PRICES. -

The vost of Yiviag W the United
Kingdom - continues to fall. The de-
eling ‘in the last month was four
points to eighty-eight per cent. above
the war level, The dro is
mainly due to the reduction of food

There has been a conting-

ous decline since November, 1920,
from a slight" interruption in

t summer of 1921 and the figure
now officially recorded is the lowest
since January, 1918,

DENMARK TROUBLE.

A general Jockout has betn declared
throughout all Denmark. It affects
nearly all industrries, including the
harbor workers in most of the ports,
but mot the seamen. About 150,000
employes dre invelved, and it is con-
sidered the biggest labor struggle in
the history of the country.

The trouble began towards the ead
of Jasuary when the employers at
tempted to make a 20 per cent. eut
in wages, with longer hours. . The

yers' Association gave nuties
of & lockout in many of the indus
tries, to which some of the labor or.
gonizations retprted with a throat of
-8 general strike, but this was epposed
by a moderite trade union element.
Official arbitrators thea intervened
with ised pr Is, which
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MINERS EXONEEATED
Mining operations are

increasing

:nnd signs are apparent that the strike
services | of the

South Afriean miners is weak
ening, says 2 Reuter despatch from
Johannesburg Two mines have now
a full complement of white workers
An attempted dynamite outrage
a mine tram line failed, the
over - the explosives
karmed.
The police failpd to
charge of picketing against 56 m
bers of the miners’ union who were
arrested, and th

consequentiy 1
were discharged the next day

Belgia
he

At the meeting of the
Federation of Trade Unions
in December last severe eritic
was passed on the aetion of the so
ealled ‘‘Union Civique,”’' which call
ed upon its members to act as strik ‘
breakers during the recent tramway |
strike at Brussels

This ‘‘Union’’ is a well-equippec
organization, which may become a|
formidable instrument in the hands of |
the employers in their attempts to|
working eclass progress |
2 of the rules of
Union’’ stipulates that the object
of the Belgian Union Civique is to
assist in maintaining publie services
which are indispensable to publie
life, namely, food supply, transport,
tramways, railways, post, telegraph,
and telephone services, the fire bri
gade, water supply, electric and gas
supply, sanitary hospitals,
5l ¥

The
work with
practieal work
utility rviees

hamper
Artiele

serviee
members to
perform
the above publi
The members
make use of automobiles
kind of vehicle which

d at their disposal
Civique "’
branches in -various
gium. Its aetive members are pri
marily University Studewts, and the
Union is supported by the promminent
Belgian banks and eommercial and
| industrial organizations.
! It has certainly taken
annou that its
{sot dirceted against any ‘‘group
workers’’ or against any
party, and that ‘‘where disputes oe-
| eur between employers and employed

the n will maintain the
| neutrality.”’
! The Belgian Federation of Trade
| Unions has issued -a statement to the
| Belgian working class drawing atten
{tion to the real object of the Union
Civique.”’ »

The Exeeutive Committee
Belgian Trade Union Centre decided
{““to conduet a energetic cam
| paign, the means to be decided x;;;r
{ aecording té circumstances either Dy
{the Bureau or by the National Exe
| eutive Committee. This Executive
{ further recommends to form special
sections imnside the trade union or
ganizations whiech shall eollaborate
with the National Federation and
| the Bureau for the purpose of ecar-
{ rying out this campaign.’’
| The Saturday A Holiday on

the BSwiss .

The Swiss Railwaymen’s Journal
{““Der Eisenbahner'’ (13.122) re
| ports that:—By resolution of the 4th
! December, 1921, the Confederal
| Couneil has authorised the Swiss De
partment for Workers in the State
|Ner\irc Labour Office to investigate
the question as to how the Saturday
{ aftérnoon Holiday eaw be ‘‘compen-
|sated’’ in the various administrative
! sections of the Confederation and on

he Swiss Confederal Railways. In-
| vestigations are now. being conducted
lin the various departments with re

ard to this matter. It is intended
| to extend the daily turns .of duty in
| such a way that the work should be
commeneed earlier in summer, and
finished later in winter. The trade
unions will give the matter their at
tention and will oppose the pro
posed extension of working hours and
the abolition of a privilege which
has been established by ecustom.
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A STRIKE BREAKERS' ORGANIZATION

IN BELGIUM

many thousands of uncmployed. The
British Government are desirous of
providing for their emigration, but
the workers and their representatives |
there urge that it is useless to send

to other lands where there is
already mueh unemployment.  They

|are consequently asking the Govern-|

ment
right

not

te support them. T is a
position to take up. We are
justified in bringing men here
we have a wellorganized
to provide for their absorp
We cannot hope to find em
for immigrants who are
At the
Premiers’ Conference, held a fort
night ago, this question was discussed,
and aceording to the official report
it was agreed that the States and
Commonwealth eo-operate, condi-!
tions approved by both, a view
to providing:

1

unless
sehems
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on
with

For employment being found for
the immigrant in the preparstion
of land for settlement, and

For

an

subsequently him
opportunity of
h land;

es to submit conerete schemes,
Commonwealth to borrow the ne
money if are |

affording

settling upon

cessary sueh schemes
aceepted

That is a proposal for a scheme to

te
deal effectively with immigration, but |

mtil such a scheme is prepared we
shall not be justified in assisting im-|
migrants to Australih Labor Call}
1, X1 21.) |
| The Eight Hours’ Day in Belgium. |
¢ The Central Committee of the Bel
gian Manufacturers’ Association has
{submitted to the Belgian Premier in|
Lview of the Cannes Conference a
{short memorandum on the industrial
| position in Belgium. Aeceording
this doecument, Belgiom would have
!tn‘vrmhu.v much and cheaply if as
{in former times thanks to the low
"(n.«l of production she is to sell her
;gmul- in foreign “markets, In the

of the opinion of the manufacturers, how i.‘

jever, many causes are contributing to!

instead of effecting a reduction.

One of the outstanding causes of
;lhin, they allege, is the delay in the
ipayment of the German reparations
payments, although ‘*Belgium has
again brought her industrial equip
ment fully up-todate’’ in spite of
this.

Furthermore ‘‘in the opinion of the
Belgian Manufacturers’ Association
there are also other reasons, namely,
the social reforms which have been
introdueed in recent years. These
are set forth as follows:—

a) The 8 hours law, which is applied
without discrimination and

|
{

{ export coal

(tween the coal exported
{in

to |

an increase in the cost of produétion |

to all industries, and

s a diminution ef pre
: more than in the case of
mpetitors elsewlgre.
payment -of unesiplo

to other coun
he id price Therefote
effect of thi sprocess is that

to, that British
1 sold at a price below
s without discrimi in -order to find. any . kind of
feration even is the event \murket at . and enly the better
kes whereas the payment classes of British coal are able to
Unemployment -donatidns iy ®ecure market, in view of the
i to the trade u[”.,“.‘illrgv quantities of coal comring in-
» this privilege as a means :lf '!’h-s(:». ::-,m:r s under the Repar-

X . ation & SeS.
iganda_ Lat fail & do /™ e Germmr Govegrnment is given
ng to combat work-shyn . loredit for the coal so emported as
artifitial retention of in-|, et off againet the reparation pay-
rates of wages by pres Jable by her, but the price at which
a ecomulsory minimum |is credited to her is the actual price
exxeess of nermal rates ot which similar classes of coal aré
majority of public con sold dn Germany, plus the freight-
3 ages to the frontier. When these
prices are expressed in the rate of
exchange of the receiving countries
they are considerably below any
price ai which British exporters can
sell their coal as a paying proposi-
tion, In our judgment, it is folly
for this country fo pursue a -repar-
ation peolicy which has such a dis-
astrous effect on-our own country-
men It has been argued that if
the German mine workers ‘would
only insist upon get¥ng a wage com-
and for pre-war industrial eonditions, Imensurate with the increased cost
but it will certainly epcounter the lof living in Germany, the price of
opposition of 700,000 Belgian trade |German coal would necessarily be
Unionists (P';hchvr ‘l‘{:e Dhu'n‘flrl is that the

" - > B erman mine wWorRers at present
M '“'ﬂ"d“"';d'l.:mo‘:? Export of "urka‘v a shorter working day than

Prepared by British Miners’ Fed- |Dis English co-workers (the work-
eration and submitted to Mr. Lioyd
George by British Labor Party prior

» his visit to Cannes.—

The latest compurative fighres of
from the United King-
dom reveal a growing disparity be-
» 1913 and

coal has to be

a

to

in

Exxeessive {ransport

3

charges by
railways for industrial pro
iucts and the abolition of special
tariffs which were regarded as
indispensable before the war to
facilitate exportation and te
maintain_our markets.'’
Like the manufacturers in other
countries, Belgian Big® Business is
fighting for a return of the old times

hours pank to bank), and from time
to time he has endeavored to secure
such advances in wages as ocorres-
pond with the declining mark and
consequent increase in the ocost of
Kving, On two occasions this year
has he mide such application, buf
he has never been able to secure the
fuli claims which he set forth. From
time to time he bhus actually threat-
ened "o strike in order to secure a
living wage, but he has been met
by the statement that a strike of
any magnitude would result in the
military occupation of the Ruhr
Valley, which would ,of course, have
the efflect of retafding the regular
\V}':i\’- ry of reparation coal to
rance

The export of u large quantity of
coal from Germany is, we are cred-
ibly informed having disadvantage-
ous effects upon their own home in-
dustries, which are being seriously
crippled in consequence of the gshort-
age in the supply of coal and the
inferior quality that has to be used
his causes some amount of sltagna-
Uon In industry, ang this stagna-
tion in turn prevents Germany from
the usual quantities of
coal _from Great Britain, which, as
has already been indicated. amount-
ed more than $-3-4 millions in
the eleven months ending 30th Nov-
embeyr, 1913

It clear from the above that
the only solution to the present dif-
ficulties affecting the export trade
in coal from this country is the
drastic revision of the Treaty, al-
though it should be said that all
the miners who are members of the
International Miners Federation, in«
cluding German miners, are of op-
inion that any josses in coal caused
by the devastation in the French
Coal mines should be made good
(and it will undoubtedly be made
z_t»u-l) from coal produced in the
German mines, and that coal pay-
ments should continue until! French

1921
MThe export of British -coal to Rus-
2+ during the eleven monthe ended
ovember 30, 1913, was 5,598,000
tons, and in the eleven months end-
ed November, 1921, 126,400 tons, or
et reduction of five and a half
ilion- tons in eleven months
Exports to Germany for the elev-
months ended 30th November,
i amounted to §.800.000 tons
e against 659,000 tons in the ¢leven.
monthg ended November 1921. &
reductjon of carly 5,000,000 tons
of coal
The ambunt
France from th

of coal exported
s country during the
months ended the 30th No-
1913, was 11,776,000 tons,
e eleven months ending No-
921, 6.161,000 tons of coal,
reduction of over 6,000,000

ns of coal

It will be seen, therefore, that the
total loss of coal exports to Russia,
( many and France, as compared
with the pre-war period amounts to
a figure of 2 million tons of
coal.

to
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effect of this loss In export
the exporting dQstricts
is damaging to a de-
only has it rendered
s of men unemployed—
mine workers are out
wrk in South Wales alone—bdut
x'!" cutting of prices in an attempt
ito recéver the continental market,
and particularly thé French market
has had an equally disastrous effect
the wages of the workmen why
employed, most of whom do not
k than four shifte per

e

The effect of the Spa Coal Agree-
ment-has been to damhge material-
ly the prospects of trade recovery
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reaches i PRCWRT
The present price of
't coal % such as to
excluded America
ifrom the ropean market, but the
leffect of the Spa Agreement is to
tecompel British exporters to selt their
jcoat te Burope at a price which is
juntirely uneconomical and - which
lcannot and does not yield elther a
living wage for the men engaged in
the export districts or the profit Tor
jthe gwners in thosé districts neces-
|sary for the continuwous expansion of
{the industry This state of affairs,
in addition te the small amount of
time worked in consequence of re-
stricted markets, has placed the
mining industr yin Britain's export
districts {n a position of penury.—
' {Mimers’ Intermstional Federation,
News Lefter Neo. 2, 18th January,
j1e22
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CHINESE SEAMEN
i . . ON AMERICAN

't ies
British exgpx

A

SHIPS

San Franciseo, — If the general
| manager of the Admiral steamship
{line wants American seamen, why
|does he go to Honghong to hird)
tChinese sailors, asks the Seamen’s
Journal. This paper states that there
are Chinese crews on the steamers
{ Keystone State, Pise T¥ee State,
Wentachee and Bay State.

‘““The first named steamer, owned
| by -the shipping board, an#® operated
| by the Admiral line, recently arrived
|in Seattle with a erew of Chinese
thired at Honkeng at the Chinese
{ tate of wages, and was spid to be
|earrying 120 more Oriemntals to be
| transferred to the Bay State. They
!uen later, however, transferred to
ithe Pine Tree State instead, to re
place a erew of 45 American citizens.

““The ‘patriotic American’ ship
owners have almost succeeded in their
contemplated plan of reducing sea
men’s wages to starvation level. Be
cause of this policy, even the Chinese
crews-on shipping board vessels are
now resorting te the strike.

‘*While doing this our ship owners
are attempting to rob the public
treasury through the subsidy fraud.
At the same time they have material
ly imereased the freight rates
grain to starving Russia.

** Altogether it looks as if within
another year there will bé very, very
few American seamen remaining to
‘replace aliens” nmow on the ships sail
ing under the Stars and Stripes.

‘‘How edn you expect men to ré
main patriotic; men who in the world
war fought in the army and navy and
gave their lives to protect the gov
ernment?” which mow sanctions the
contemptible schemes of certain
eoolie loving ‘ American’ ship owners
is the question asked by several
members of the discharged crew of
the steamer Pine Tree State.’’

‘“And the echo answers: ‘How!’ ™

on

TEN CENT STORE PROFITS.

Neaw York—The F. W. Wool-
worth Company, operating § and
10-cent steores, report a surplus of
more than $13,.000,000 last year, af-
ter all costs have been met. This
sunplus is equivalent o $20.04 earn-
€d op the $65,000,000 common stock
as dgainst $13.87 a share the pre-
vious year

the exporting districts of this

ntry Under the agreement,
i many is compelled to export to
jthe Allied countries 22,000,000 tons
of coal per annum This coal finds
its way into Belgium, France and
Italy, and in consequence of the
characte,; of the Treaty, o cash tran-
sactions take place between the re-
ceiving countries and the German
Government. The respective Go-
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vernments, however, ian selling the

coal to consumers in their countries, /

/

charge them the current prices In
their couitry, But if they are un-
able to dispose of it at home, they
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Mines at THETFORD MINES and ROBERTSONVILLE,

Armstrong Cork & Insulation Co Limited
902 McGILL BUILDING, MONTREAL, Que,
and Toronto, Ont.
NONPAREIL INSULATING MATERIALS.

: 1456 ST. JAMES STREET. e

ANADA.

Windows— Descriptive
ATWATER & NOTRE DAME STREETS, MONTREAL.

61 De

THE McFARLANE SHOE, Limited

THE FAMILY FRIEND,
NORMANVILLE STREET

MONTREAL,

"\

Quebec.

Instead of effecting ee s

an extension of working hours and
by the dismissal of employees, sug-
guﬂou are made for a curreney re-
orm, reduction in' the rate of inter-
est for the debts contracted by the
state and camftons, and increased
taxaticn of large eapital. The ‘‘com-
pensation’’ for the Baturday After-
noon Holiday is being opposed for
the following special reasons:—

1) Any worker who actually works
eight hours per day  throughout
the week does a sufficient day's
work if the number of working
hours on a Saturday does mnot ex-
ceed four.

Working shifts of 7 hours ean
yield, as proved for instance by
the Taylor Systemi, a greater out-
put than an 8 hours shift, not
to mention & 9 hours shift,
There can consequently be no
question of effeoting any savi
in the number of men mploy:s
if the ‘‘compensation’ is. rein-
troduced.
ThE conviction prevails that the
foregoing is the begimming of
a poliey for the worsening of
workisg - cwnditions  where . the
least resistance is to be expected,
As long as nothing is done to
abolish unearned imcrgment; and as
long as the amount of such inere
ment (Total wmount payable as in-
terest) is equivalent to the total
amount of wages and salaries, any
worsening of social conditions is

‘‘unjustified. '’

Australian Workers and Emigration

to Australia.

Attempts have been made to brand
Auftralian workers as enemies of

: !:nol.:: present unsystems-
WRY w emigration to Aus-
tralia is bei eneouraged. The
Australian Leader, Charlem,
stated the ease against emigration im
a2 speech in Parliament, and laid

industrisl progress, because they are||

oulation

“The Clothes with a National Re-

THE LOWNDES COMPANY., Led

for Style and Quality.”

Toronto.

Capadian Car and Foundry Co., Limited
Passenger, Freight and General Bervice Oars
of every description.
TRANSPORTATION BUILDING.

MONTREAL.

65 VIOTORIA STREET

ANGLIN -NORCROSS, Limited

Our Operations include Banks, Public Buildings, Office Bufldings.
Re-inforced Comcrete Construction, Industrial Plants,
- Factories, Warchouses, Schools, Ete.

down the conditions under which the

just
War,

the
has

A workers would be in

at this jumeture, we are uot rﬂd
i n view

of umemployed.

which have long since made

favour of emigration: -
in o immigration
In Australia to-dsy we are
selves manifest in other parts of
to-day

“‘The position .1 take up is that,
of the faet that we have ¢
feeling the Aftereffects of the
world. Great Britsin

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

INCORPORATED 1869.
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 Geo.W.Reed &
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