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AN ASSEMBLY
OF NECESSITY

Why The Presbyterians will
Meet This Year

London Welcomes Them

But Hespitable Folk Wonder-How
Numerous Their Guests Will
be — Uncertainty of Plans and
Higher Traveling Expenses ‘Wil
Affect Attendance

London, Ont., May 14—The Presby-
terian Assembly which meets in St. An-'
drew’s church on June 5, will be kuowao|
as the “Necessity Assembly,” because it
meets in the face of opposition from
prominent individuals, important pres-
byteries, and influential boards, and for
the reason that it has to meet because
it was called or “ordered” by the moder-
ator of the assembly last year at Mont-
real. e

The assembly is self-propagating. The
assembly of yesterday ‘ordered the as-
sembly ‘of tomorrow, and it has to ‘meet
tomorrow. No hoard, nobody, can order
the postponement of an assembly. It
-has not vet been decided that an as-
sembly can postpone its annual successor,
though it has the power to “order” an
assembly. A mere layman might think
that the prerogative that admits of ‘or-
dering an assembly to be, could order
an assembly not to be. But at this
point the “bull” appears. This is the
“Necessity Assembly” that draws on,
and mere layment accept it as such.

Economical Suggestions,

A definite ‘effort was made -to im-
provise a workable substitute for the
large and altogether uplifting usual as-
sembly. One thrifty suggestion was
that a quorum of forty should be gath-
ered out of the loyal Presbyterians in
and adjacent to London, and allow them
“carry” the assembly this year, due no-
tice having been given to Toronto to
keep away. Another equally = thrifty
. plan proposed was to have forty repre-
sentatives gathered from the synods of
the church and charge theny to do the
work this year. While no one eriticizecy’
this in the spirit of Ali Baba, they both
proved sterile because there was no way
of selecting the forty. The situation was
. represented by the modern saw: “If we
had some ham, we could have some ham
and eggs—if we had the eggs.”

Railways Raise Rates,

The assembly itself was “ordered” to
meet_ and no “forty,” however gathered,
could take its place. It is the “Necessity
Assembly.”

It will not be the usual large and far-
gathered crowd of “ministers and men”
as in pre-war days, inasmuch as com-
missioners have been officially notified
that traveling expenses to the assembly
will be paid, but nothing will be paid on
“the ¢ost of returning home. It seems
that the railways this year will not
recognize the value of the assembly to
the extent of allowing the usual one fare
rate, and, secondly, they are adding fif-
teen per cent to the regular cost of a re-

turn ticket. It is surmised that it will be
a somewhat slimly attended court.

Less Talk and More Work.

It is openly asserted that a smaller
psscmbly will mean more work done

daily and consequently a shorter day for
the commissioners at their billets in this
city. Such a consequence might well be
devoutly wished,by maidless housekeep-
ers and those who suffer from the high
price of eggs, and memories of days
when bacon for breakfast was at least a
possibility. The reporter, does not know
of any prospective hostess who has ex-
pressed a preference for a brief assembly,
but there are many things thriving and
hearty that we do not know about. The
altitude of the prices for the bone bare
necessaries for living is as dizzily high
in London as anywhere else today, and
it is onme of the outstanding characteris-
tics of : preachers that ' they: have 'good
eating endowments, because 'they “have
good consciences. If assembly met in
the autumn, when the gardens all are
now planting were. bringing in their
sheaves it would not be so hard to feed
the commissioners.

Qatmeal and Tea.

Our London plans to conserve wheat
for the overseas needs will not suffer
much dislocation from the assembly men,
owing te their known ability to eat oats.
If the assembly had the same fondness
for tea and cake that the Anglican
synod delegates have (and by the way,
the Anglican synod meets in London in
the same week as the assembly), we
might have Mr. O’Connor’s successor
making reports to the disinterested Hon.
Mr. Crothers. The oatmeal assembly
and the tea synod will balance very well,
and they will hoth be as welcome as the
showers of June, which- they wusually
cause to fall wherever they meet.

Hospitable Folk Perplexed.

While dealing with the subject of
hostesses, let it be said that church folk
were pretty well upset in their arrange-
ments about domiciling the delegates by
the rumor that there might not be an

assembly. Londoners were working to|

the tune of having 500 men to put away
for the night. Then came the: word that
there might not be any. Then we heard
of the forty of ourselves, and then of
the forty from the regions beyorid, and
then finally of the circular inviting com-
missioners to pay their own way or stay
at home. ° All these things' made the
London end of the assembly anything
but a sure thing to gamble on, and we
are still within the fringes of the woods
until we have heard from the last'man
that is coming to share our hearty hos-
pitality.

For the Fourth Time,

London has had the honor and privi-
lege of entertaining the assembly on
three occasions in the past. < In 1888,
when the late Rev. Dr. John King was
moderator; in 1895 when the great Dr.
James Robertson, pioneer superintendent
of missions in the west, presided, and in’
1906, with Dr. Alexander Falconer,father

‘of Sir Robert Falconer, in the chair,

Who'll Become Moderator? .

Londonérs are naturally thinking no
a little about the choice of a moderator
for the coming assembly. Théy have no
man for the position among their own.
The_ministers are too young and the lay-
men are too shy for the high place. If
London should be asked to name a poli-
tical leader for either party in the House
of Commons, it is no hazard to say that
a group of men could be found who, in
‘heir own opinion, are neither too young
nor too shy foe the post. There are sub-
sidiary considerations in connection with

political opportunities that tend to for-
getfulness of years, or fears, as the case
may be.

J. K. Macdonald Favored.

Among those who have a right to
speak upon the matter here, the name
of J. K. Macdonald of Toronto is most
prominently mentioned as man for mod- |
erator, and the hope is entertained that|
he will “make the place.” It is not gen-;
erally known that Mr. Macdonald was a
divinity student in the “fifties,” and
through a combination of circumstances
got pushed out of the cloisters into the
hall of commerce and business. He has
been an ardent churchman all his life,
a friend of the ministers everywhere and
has all the qualifications for the high
position of moderator. If he is the
choice, it will much please London,
where he is well and favorably known.

GERMANY REVILES
AUSTRIAN RULER

Increasing Hostility te Emperor
Chatles is Shewn by Enemy
Press—Calls Family Anti-Ger-

man

Rome, May 15—Increasing hostility to
Emperor Charles of Austria and even
greater feeling against the empress and
her family is bcing exhibited by the
German press.

George Bernard, the famous writer,
openly accuses the family of the empress
of intrigues harmful to German inter-
ests. He admits that the Parma family,
which has its connections in Italy and
France as well as in Austria, might!
serve as an instrument toward achieving
an understanding between the belliger-
ents, but objects that the family is anti-
German, and urges that the peace inter-
mediary should be equally well disposed
towards all the warring nations,

Some of the German papers accuse
Empress Zita’s mother (the Duchess
Marie, recently reported expelled from
Austria) of plotting to put her son,
Francis Xavier, on the throne of France.
This assertion is evidently made to an-
tagonize French public opinion.

The Leipsiz Nachrichten asserts that
Prince Sixtus, the empress’ brother, to
whom the emperor wrote the letter seek-
ing peace with France and acknowledg-
ing the justice of the French clajm.to
Alsace-Lorraine, is not in Morocco, as
has been reported recently,but in Vienna.
There he is said to be carrying on in-
trigues for a separation of Austria from
Geérmany.

Three archdukes of the Hapsburg
family are said to have resigned mili-
tary posts as a protest against the ac-
tivities of the Parma family after vain-
ly attempting to have the emperor put
an end to them.

HOLLAND WARNED
BY THE ENTENTE

Told of Dangers Which May Result
Frem Accepting German Claims;
Toennage After War

JOHN N, B, THURSDAY, MAY 16, 1918

SPECIAL SALE OF
MEN'S SUITS

The Greatest Value Giving E\ier

Attempted by This Firm
At $15.00

When our buyer was in Montreal a short

time ago, he was offered 285 Men’s Sack Suits
made especially for a large Winnipeg Clothing
House who cancelled their order on account of

war conditions.

Materials — Worsteds,

These suits we bought at a
great snap, and in order to make quick selling,
have decided to dispose of the whole lot at one
Special Price.

The most up-to-date Models only are
shown, including Young Men’s Belters, Belt-
sacs, Pinch-backs and Business Men’s Conser-
vative Sacs.

Fancy

'Mixed

Tweeds and Saxonys in medium and dark
grey, brown and blue.

Regular Values $18.50, $20.00, $22.50

Special $15

See Three Big Window Displays!
Sale Starts Wednesday, 9.30 a. m.—Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday and Saturday Only

No Goods on Approval!
Take Elevator, 2nd Floor!

OAK HALL -

ST J

SCOVIL BROS,, LIMITED

OHN, N. B.

in a Central News despatch from The
Hague as very serious stipulations that
would bring Holland to a great extent
under the economic influence of the Ger-
These claims are in addition to
the one respecting the Dutch tonnage
which is demanded for use after the war,
as an offset’ to, the tonnage which the

mans.

London, May 15—Germany has made
claims on Holland which are described

Allies are now, using.

“Germany is ac-
tually endeavoriig to make a second

Roumania of Holland,”
spatch.

Holland and Germany.

says the de-

At a conference a few days ago be-
tween Foreign Minister Loudon and the
ministers of the United States, Great
Britain, France and Italy, it was pointed
out that the FEntente is viewing with
great apprehension the situation between
Holland was
told of the dangers which might befall

from agreement with the German claims
in connection with grain shipments from
representatives
promised not to put difficulties in the
way of Holland, but made it plain that
their governments had not departed from
Germany now
makes an agreement on the economic

America. The Entente

their original viewpoint.

questiops dependent upon acceptance

ping question.
This might again give rise to serious
difficulties.

Those Dear Girls Again,

Miss Muddie—Do you know anything'!
that is really good to preserve the com-
plexion?

Miss. Knox—Why, dear? Are you in-

by

Holland of its claims regarding the ship- terested in somebody who has one?

WHY ?

Through no fault of
merchandise, but to
raise necessary finances
just at this time. No
other reason could
force us to this ruthless
slaughter of values
when prices are soaring

line.

BOOTS AND SHOES

You all know of the prices asked for
Read these lists for

| footwear today.
surprise:

Men’s Working Boots—Regular $3.50,
‘ Sale Price, $2.79
Men's Solid Leather Working Boots—

Sewed and nailed. Regular $4.25

ed and naifed. Regular price, $5.00,
Sale

Price, $3.98

Men’s Solid Leather Dress Boots —
Made on a very neat last., Regular $5.00,
Sale Price, $3.68

Men’s Fine Mahpgany Brown Velour
Calf Boots—Recede toe, with Neolin or

leather soles. Regular price, $7.50,

Sale Price, $5.98
Men’s .Black Calf Recede Toe Dress
Boots-fReguIar $7.50.. Sale Price, $5.98

’

NOTICE

Store is closed today. Doots open to-

morrow at 10 a.m.

SHOP EARLY

Ladies’ High Cut Mah
Calf Boots+Recede toes,
heels, Regular price, $7.50,

Sale Price, $2.94
Men’s Heavy, Leather Lined, Every-
day Boots—With good heavy soles, sew-

@ AT 32 MILL STREET COMMENCING TOMORROW

'GREAT FORGED SALE

Profits thrown overboard for a limited time. Nothing saved. Down to bare cost in most cases
Positively the Big-
and to those who know our reputation at prev-

ious sales, nothing more need be said.

NOTHING SPARED

Many articles in stock are not quoted here, owing to lack of space; but

SALES
COME
AND
SALES
GO;

BUT
THIS
PRICE-
CUTTING
IS

AN
EVENT
CALLING

Regular $3.50

Boots with leather soles. Regular $2.75,

any Brown |
igh or low

Now Going for $5.98

Ladies’ High Cut Patent Boots with
Gun Metal top;—Broken sizes. Regular

$5.50

Sale Price, $2.98

Ladies’ High Cut Gun Metal Boots—
A boot that will give splendid wear for

every day. Regular $6.50,

Sale Price, $4.98

Ladies’ High Cut Patent Boots with
grey tops, broken siges. Regular $6.00,
Now $4.48

Ladies’ High Cut Patent Boots with
white tops. Regular $6.50... Now $4.98

=2mie M, L. SELIG

cloth tops. Re;

Regular

sizes only.
This lot will be put on sale for

$2.85 value

sizes only

—Regular $2.25
far $1.50

Ladies’ High Cut White Poplin Boots |

—Can’t be bought in any store less than |
$4.00

Our Sale Price, $2.79j

Ladies’ Patent
gular $4.00,

Sale Price, $2.94

Ladies’ Dongola Kid Button Boots—

$3.85 Sale Price,

A Big Lot of Ladies’ Oxfords—Smalll

Worth from $2.00 to $2é75.

8¢, |

Girls’ Dongola Button Boots-—Regular!

Girls’ Laced Boots—$2.85 value,
Boots — Buttoned.

Girls’ Box Kip
Sale Price, $2.48
Girls’ High Cut White Poplin Boots

with rubber soles. Worth $3.00,

$1.98 —Regular

Sale Price, $1.98 ' $4.00
Now $1.98 | ors, Regular $2.00

PANTS

Men’s Every-day Working Pants —

Button Boots with | Neat dark patterns. Regular $3.00,

we wish to announce that everything in the store is included in this Mightiest

of Sales, Opening Tomorrow!
e T e e s T s e e

CLOTHING

From our cheaper lines to the finest

Sale Price, $3.98 ! fabrics and best tailored suits. We take

Men’s Strong,

Sale

$2.75.. Big Bargain for $1.89,

Men’s Fine Worsted Pants—Regular!
$3.50

Price, $2.69

Men’s Fine Blue Serge Pants—Regular

Sale

Price, $2.98

Boys’ Strong Tweed Pants—Dark col-

Sale

.

Men’s Fine. Dress

Sale Price, $1.98' $1.00 (broken sizes)

Girls’ High Cut White Poplin Laced

Now $1.84
Boys’ Strong Every-day Boots—Broken |
$1.98 R
Boys’ Box Calf Boots—Regular price,
. Safe Price, $2.89
? School Boots—Regular $3.75,
Sale Price, $2.39

Boys’ Tan Boots—Solid right through. | size. Regular $1.25
Regular $4.00

Sale Price, $2.79‘
Boys’ Dress Boots—Regular $4.00,

Little Gents’ Box E

Kip Boots at a |
ﬁecial Price, $1.98 |
Children’s Dongola Kid Button Boots
Sale Price, $1.48
Children’s Patent Button Boots—Regu-
Sale Price, 98c.
Children’s Dongola Kid Boots—Small
Sale Price, 79¢.

14
Sale Price, $2.98 " $

Men’s Fine Dress Shirts—Neat stripes. '$
| Regular $1.50 to $3.75,. Sale Price, $1.19

Men’s Fine Shirts with Soft Collars—
Sale Price, 98c.

egular $1.50

Price, $1.29

Shirts—Regular

For 69%c.

Men’s Working Shirts—Regular 85¢,,

Sale Price, 59c.

Men’s Strong Working Shirts—Full

Sale Price, 89.

Black Sateen Shirts—Worth

Sale Price, 69¢.

Men’s Heavy Black Sateen Shirts —
$1.25,

Sale Price, 89c.

Men’s Blue Working Shirts—Extra |

i large size, tor good wear.

Men’s

xtra large esize. Regular

Sal

Regular $1.50,'
Sale Price, 98c. :

Boys’ Strong Drill Shirts—Worth §

e Price,

1.00,
59%. | at unusual prices.

Well-made Work Pants the plunge and do it right while we are

at it
MEN’S SUITS
Men’s Blue Serge Suits which we have
in stock at old prices. Regular price,
$15.00 Sale Price, $10.98
Men’s Dark Tweed Suits—Neat pat-
terns, Regular $12.00 value,
Sale Price, $8.98
Men’s Brown Tweed Suits—Well tail-
ored. Regular $13.50, Sale Price, $10.89
Men’s Grey Check Suits — Regular
! $13.50 Sale Price, $9.98
i Men'’s Fine Brown Check Suits—Extra
| quality, good linings throughout. Regu-
20.00 Sale Price, $14.98
Men’s Fine Steel Grey Suits—Regular
$23.50 egale Price, $17.98
BOYS' SUITS
Boys’ Blue Serge Suits—Regular $6.50,
Sale Price, $3.98
Boys’ Strong Tweed Every-day Suits—
Regular $5.00 Sale Price, $4.98
Boys’ Dark Grey Suits—Norfolk style,
extra good linings. Regular $9.00,

MEN'S UNDERWEAR

Penman’s Balbriggan Underwear —
Regular 90c. Sale Price, 69c. gar.
Men’s Merino Underwear—Worth $1.00
today Sale Price, 79%c.
Men

! really big saving.

We are offering these

. and in other instances we are quoting below actual wholesale values today.
daily on almost every | gest Bargain Announcement we have ever made,

Sale Price, $5.98 -

EVERYTHING
IN

STOCK
RE-MARKED
AND
PLAINLY
TAGGED.
YOU

SEE

THE

VALUES
BEFORE
PURCHASING.
A

BONA

FIDE
SACRIFICE

OF
SEASONABLE
GOODS
WHICH

WE
CANNOT
REPLACE
ON OUR
SHELVES
AT THESE
PRICES

|

SUCCESSOR TO

s

| WHY?

Simply because wej
need money at this par-§
ticular time of the year,}!

and to raise the cash'l

must sacrifice ourf

stock.

Opportunity Speaks
ou

Men’s Caps—Light checks and popu- H
far colors. Regular 85c., Sale Price, 49c. §
Men’s Fine Dress Caps—Regular $1.25,

Sale Price, 89c. §
Men’s Blue Overalls—Regular $1.50, &
Sale Price, 98¢,
Men’s Black Overalls—Regular $1.75, §
Sale Price, $1.39
Men’s 75¢. Tics—Neat patterns, be
silks. Regular 75¢. Sale Price, 4
Men’s Fine Neckwear—Regular 40c.,
Sale Price, 27¢c. @
Men’s Fine Braces—Regular 40c., i
Sale Price, 23c.
Men’s 75c. Braces—One sale for 44c. &
TAKE HEED
We expect a big rush and would ad-
vise early buying to avoid the after-
noon and evening crowds.
Men’s Extra Heavy Working Braces—
Regular 50c. Sale Price, 34c.
Men’s Working Socks — Heavy grey
cotton. Regular 25¢. pair,
Sale Price, 17c.
Men’s Fine Black Socks—Worth 25c,,
Sale Price, 19¢.
Boys’ Heavy Ribbed Stockings—Regu-
Sale Price, 32c.

RAINCOATS

Tan Waterproof Coats—Regular $3.00,
Sale Price, $4.98 §
Dark Raincoats—Raglan style. Regu- ®
far $5.00 Sale Price, $3.48 §
Men’s Tweed Raincoats — Balmacaan
style, guaranteed waterproof, yet suit- §
able for spring wear. Stylish and most
serviceable in almost any weather. Regu- §
far $16.50 Sale Price, $12.98
BOYS' RAINCOATS

One hundred Black Rubber Raincoa
—Heavy rubber, extra well made, in aff™;
sizes. Cannot be purchased below $5.00 [
elsewhere in this city,

Qur Sale Price, $2.98 &
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