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hymn, in the middle of the sermon which was an hour and a half
long.*

The reasons for his success both in the pulpit and upon the plat-
form are admirably stated in the following letter, written by Mr
John S. C. Abbott in 1870:

A little over forty years ago, when I was a student in the
Theological Seminary at Andover, Captain Ladd addressed the
young divinity students there upon the subje. * of peace. As
I remember him, he was a florid, handsome man, looking like
the bluff Christian sailor. His address was very fervent and
convincing, though at this distance of time I cannot recall its
details. He was received cordially by the students. His argu-
ments were appreciated; and with no little enthusiasm, as I
remember, a peace society was organized in the seminary. . . .

Upon one other occasion I met him some years after, in a
social circle, in Brunswick, Maine. He was the life of the
party, full of fun and frolic. I was told that his natural tem-
perament was of the most joyous kind. He played with the
children as though he were one of them. Some one pleasantly
remarked, " When you become a man, you should put away
childish things." He promptly replied, " Ah, I fear that I
shall never be a man. I can never be anything more than a

The anecdote related by Mr. Abbott indicates a sense of humor
which made him agreeable and persuasive in the social circle, and
an interesting statement by an intimate friend shows that the humor
was not confined to his friends in easy and familiar intercourse, but
that it invaded, to his friend's regret, the pulpit as well. Thus the
Rev. Dr. Cummings iolcmnly states that " If he erred at all, it was
by an excess of pleasantry; or more truly perhaps, by Ul-timed
pleasantry, suffering it occasionally to break out amidst the solemn
exercises of a religious meeting. This would not interfere with the
edification of minds constituted like his own ; but all cannot make
such sudden transitions." t

Charles Sumner's tribute to Mr. Ladd, in his War System of the
Commonwealth of Nations, is well known, and need not be quoted

• Hemmenway, op. cit.. pp. 96-7.
^ iwa., pp. 142.3.

t Ibid., p. 129.


