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rather than one should starve through want, they would stai-ve
aU: thus do they pass their time nierrUy, not regarding our
pomp, but are better content with their own, which some men
esteem so meanly of." Such were the Indians while in the
pride and energy of primitive simplicity : they resemble those
wild plants that thrive best in the shaded of the forest, but
v^hich shrink from the hand of cultivation, and perish beneath
the influence of the sun.

"
- '

« In the geneial mode of estimating the savage character,
we may perceive a vast degree of vulgar prejudice, and pas-
sionate exaggeration, without any of the temperate discussion
of true philosophy. No allowance is made for the dlfTererice
of circumstances, and the operations of principles under which
they have been educated. Virtue and vice, tlimgh radicaUy
the satM, yet differ widely in their influence on hiiihan con-
duct, according t» the habits and maxims of the society in
Which the individualis reared. No being acts more r^idfy
from rule than the Indian. His whole conduct is ^-egulated
according to some general maxims early imphnUA in his mind.
The moral laws that govern him, to be sure, are but few, but
then he conforms to them aU. The white man abounds in
laws of religion, morals, and manners; but how many does he
violate?

« A common cause of accusation against the Indians is, the
faithlessness of their friendships, and their sudden provoca-
tions to hostility. But we do not make allowance fpr their

pecuUar modes of tlunking and feeling, and the principles by
which they are governed. Besides, the friendship of the
whites towards the poor Indians, was ever cold, distrustful,

oppressive, and insulting. In the intercourse with our fron^


