
THE NATURE AND DUTY OP GIVING.

Moses very correctly expressed it : " The Lord thy God, Ht
it is that giveth thee power to eet wealth.*' God gives lui

All things , strictly and truly, He is the only donor in th$

Universe. He gives us possessions, or the opportunities tO

get them. It is He who gives us health and success and
comforts, and makes onr ventures successful and our business

prosperous. " Every good and perfect gift cometh down
ftt)m above." If God did not give, and continue to "give, the

|Hx>oks would%oon dry and the rain soon cease and the sun-

ihine soon fail and the flowers soon fade and the forest soon
diecay and the earth soon be barren, and want and ruin bch

flome universal. Now, He who hath loaded you with bene*

fits commands you to give freely of your substance to Him.
1^ possessions which He hath given you in stewardship,

tHHd for the right use of which He holds you responsible, yon
ifte to consecrate to His work and cause, and you cannot
li^thhold from God what He hath instructed you to give,

H&thont contempt of duty, and sin.

4th. Christian giving is an honored privilege. Giving isik

wfrk most people perform as economically as possible, and
iap many regret the necessity of having to give at all. Thfey

rajrel}' think that each should do something, and all do what
tbjiy can, and having done their utmost, it should be eonsid-

^r4d a privilege. Is it not a privilege rnther than an irksome

tofl to feed a starving man, or to rescue a drowning man, or to

reclaim a fallen man, or to betViend a destitute man, or to

bicliss a ruined man, or to save a dying man? And is it cot
« (irivilege, surpassing far, to aid the cause of truth, swell

the trophies of the Cross, accelerate the spread of the Gos-
pel, feed iamishing millions, heal the world's curse, and raise

tjielwithered arn^i of paralyzed humanity to its healing Sav-
vmi^? Such being the object of Christian benevolence, to

^e to it should be regarded as a precious privilege ; not an
opportunity to be allowed to pass by giving the barest trifle

ill a grudging spirit, but an opportunity we should eagerly

mtibtace and always improve. And such should be our co»-

^ctitjn of privilege that if no appeal was made to us we
•tiould voluntarily present our oil'arings to the Lord, and, if

necessary, seek out the most worthy and deserving objects to

Telieye and assist. Giving in this day should be regarded
«a it was by the Macedonian believers when they besought
IhaaXf with much entreaty, to accept their gifts.
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