
Veated rights and their temporary dliJar-
i and while I would Accept the di'-e calamity

raut;cm«-ntH ; hut I doubt not the Church I oi war to avert or wipe out a ^reat national

in Ireland, Ruff-riu^ p^ihapi from no fiiult humiliation—a tribute to frtedom -a great

of her own, but chiefly because, aftt^r the

lapRe of years and opportunitieH, sbe liaf)

failed a8 a reli^iouH and political propo
KHndist aakonii a conqiie:ed and resentful

people— I doubt not, Htront; in her trust in

Qod and her love for the grent work,
8lie has many and proud triumphs
Defore ht-r—anollier illustiatior in *he long
annals of reform that the removal of abust's,

and the vindication rf justice strengthfii

and dignify, but never destroy. The
Tories liad indeed d»'ri<led tiic Iriah policy

of the Government, but witi; liltl , force

and no heart, for the people of the tliree

Kingdoms had supported it by overwclmitg
majorities at the polls, and hud d('clared it

the great and pri^sing question of the

timeB. Only tlie other da_\, Mr. Gladstone
wiote to ttit; Miiyor of Uiiblin as to the

remedial niensuies proposed by tiie Imperial
Parliament in f'ivour of Ireiaiid, that " they

nave SA'elltd tie numbers and s rengtlieu-

ed the hands of the great body vf men of ali

parties andcreeda in Ireland, on the side of

loyalty and oider."

But the foreign policy of the Gladstone
Cabinet, the poli< v of peace and not of

war hn8 been the (au»e of wide spread

animadveisicns. It is said they are trail-

ing the nmitial lenowu of England in

tiie dust, because they have not been

quick to push into every cuuseless Euro-

pean qnainl. The old cpiiit which Fox
dfuoum ed in PHt is wiieiy invoked and
gloritiid, Pitt's sy.xtiiu of dt foiice was

descriuid by his yreat rival " us wi( ked and

sacrifice for a noiih; end— I hi IJeve the most
ghastly and unpa>donabie crime agatnst

humanity is aggies-sive and unn^icessary

war. It is not strange, perhaps, where
partv spirit runs high, as in En^^land, that

the Tory Standi? rd should set k in the in-

terests of its friends to iidlunie the popular

passions against thu Government. Tliey

desire, not unnatu'-aliy, to ride into power.

I can understand, too, tiie snicr of lorrif;ii

countries, ji-aious of the prestige of Eng-
land. But wliat has pained and |iuzzled me
most in fliis discussion has been ttie Kme of

the pr. ss and puldic men of my own coun-

try. Oidy a day or two lince I uolictd in

the special newspaper organ of the I'leinii-r

j

of the Dominion, a hitter utta( k upon the

1 pacific disposition ot the iJiitisli Govern-

I

nient, and wr.rm congratuiaiions uiou the

j

rttiiement of Mr Biight, who is supposed

to have inspired tl ei.' policy. What greit

I interest has Cinada in pressing ti e HritisU

I

Government into wai ? WitlK.ut allies in

Europe, with vast coonial irjt< rests to de-

fen«i, with a coinmerc e that covers every sea

with her sails, and indut-trial multitudes at

home dependent for their d liiy bie-id upon
r 'gular and uninierruptid eommunieation
with (.Very centre of trade and production

—

who crtti calculate the risks and calamities

of war ? Surely our position on this ( onti-

neiit would not be im|rov.d iiy ent^iiuh

-

ments which migiit ti)X to ti.eir txtieme

limits the vast powers of the Em ire. And
Irom our point of view ther<- can hn neither

poli( y nor patriotism in tids almost iiniver-

absurd, tliut every country whicli appc r^ d,
|
sal wail u( those who profess to he the ex-

from whatever cause, to be gio^viig grt ut, 1 punentit of our Colonial opinion, hecaii-io

should be attackei*," and in our days there

is an anounding school of philosophers,
|

who teach tliat Englami's /j/'f-«o^e' is declin-
!

ing, because she has grown to i)rrfer trade t

and industry, the heavenly arts of peace to
\

the waste and slaughter of aggressive
j

waifar^. Tht rn is a dangerous irritability

in tlie po'mlar mind, and though we all

hope for peace, no man can tell how soon

the cuise of wars alarms may Le indicted

on us. but the events of idstory have not

tauglit me that Europe is nx/re tree or Bri-

tiin more powerful h)r our successive inn r-

veniions in past Continental wars. 1 know
they have inllict'd upon Hie peoph;

the enormous burden of jL'8 i(),Ouu,i)(J(),

and that the sad record abounds in tales uf

autl'ering, crime and death— vast and incal-

culable as the mysteries of illimiiable spacs.

Ueuce till my sympitbies are with the

tV.e British Gov<r wneiit is not di posed to be

b.dliiose and quarrelsome.

But le;»ving out of the (jntstion the

Consei valves of Canada, what ixt use have
Canadian Liberals lor jidning the Tory
howl, against their great co-labourers in

England ? I confess with shame that

the condemnation tf Mr. Gladstone'^

j

Government his been quite as t-evere,

I

though, 1 hope not ho general, in the
I LUieral ranks as among the Tories of this

I e< untry. To mn it a|)p'ars an ctfaico

^

auaiust tlie principl-s and tradiiions of our

i

party, widen I cannot palliate, and the

j

inoiives for which I do not comprehend,
;
No wonder tliat B.i''on Lisgar, our excellent
Uoveruor-G 'neial, found it nect ssary on a
recent meiuouiibK! occ isi jn to rebuke thia

earplug an<t unreasonable spirit. t'ertuin,

I^am.that the En^tisli Lib ralsaie the only
peaceful policy of the BritUh Uuveruuieut j ! reliable prumoteia ut Imperial and Colonial


