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A list la givai: In thOrAmerican Almanac fur iSf)! (pp. lOfl-lOO)
of 1*21 roIU'jjes and univcrbiiicfl, cxionrlinif oh to titn« of foueuling

from lOMO— wlicn llorvard woa iubtitiited— to 18H) ; with four

libraries coiilaiiiinfr 1(),0()(> vnlumcH each ; two 11,01)0; fivo 12,-

(100; ono 14,000; ono ir),000; throo 10,000; ono 17,000; one
10,000 ; ono 23,000 ; ono 2r),000

; ono 31,000 (Brown Unl-

vcrnity) ; ono (Yale) 40,000 ; and ono (Harvard) 81,200. With
fcomo of tliofio wo hovo nothinjr to coniporr, onr inctiiuliona bcinj

as yet in their infancy ; though wo hopo to have in timo. The
ng-jrogato nnmhor of volumes in the 121 lil)rario8 Ih 780,007.
Hcriidcs these there ore libriirioB found in ail their liirgor cilitJB ;

many of tlu^m of considerable extent nnd value. Ah much na ten

yearH aj;o I had the pleasure of loolong at ono in New IJedford,

MnSHacluisett-', which coritniiiod 10,000 vdIuiik's ; ond I spent a

couple of hours oti the evening of the 3rd of July lnf«t, in examin-

ing one ii) Biiiiit LouiH—tin? Merrantile AsHocialion Library— which,

though including only obout .''),(H)0 volunu's, \h of the flrat claKs as

to chnrocler. Tlio books cmbrnco iilnioft every department of

knowledge—history, civil ond ecclesiastical, theology, law, nuidi-

cine, science and art, poetry, biogra|)hy, trav(ds and geiiernl litera-

ture ; arc admirably choBcn, and mony of them tlio best editions to

bo had. To the y<iung men (tspieiajly of tiuit city they constitute

a truaeuro of the highcKi onlt^r. Nor could I litdp cherishing pleosing

hopes in regard to these young men, when I piiw some of them perus-

ing these valuable works with apparently deep interest amid lliQ report

of fire-arms and the discharge of fire-works on the eve of their

grand National Festival, The high gratification the above fine

library afforded me, with the conrte.sy shown mo by the intelligent

and gentlemanly librarian and other ponies present, must be my
excuse if I have dwelt too long on this institution. CI id should I

bo to see bucIi a collection of bi'oks open to the morcaniile commu-
nity of this city. And why should there not be 1 With a fair

measure cf effort it might, in a moderate time, be secured.

In a eketch, however brief, of the iiitellectual progress of onr

country, it would be unpardonable, here especially, to omit notice

of the increase in number nnd advance in character of our Mecha-

nics' ItiHtilutcs, which, with their librories, nnd appnrotus nnd lec-

tures, promise soon to cover the land. If what has taken place in

the rase of the Institute whose member.'' I have now the honour of

addressing, may be received as a specimen of what is going on

elsewhere, the country is certainly to bo congratulated. Not many
years ago the attci'Jants here W( re indeed " few and far between."

Now this commodious hall is generally filled with an audience as

intelligent, attentive, and respectful as a modest man need wish to

have before him.


