
ii
ther his intereft ilof duty to undermine.-^Abov6

party fpirit himfelf^ ht was determined from the

firft to abolifli the ridicVilous diftindion o5f Whig
and Tory which had fo long diftradted the nation^

and to extend his power and protedion equally

to the whole body of the jpeople; This he has at

length Accomplifhed, thoUgh not whout miXth

trouble and loud complaints froni thb expirinjg;

fadions*

Wiihing b unite all his fubjeds m haifittony

and peace, he has gradually removed thofe reli**

gious difabilities which the feclufion of thfe Stu-

arts from the throne and the prote€lit>ii of the

national church had rendered neceffary. Many
fevere laws had been ertaded againR the Catholi s,

v;ho were fuppofed the friends of the banifhed

family, and the DiiTcntiers, by forlaking the eftab-

liOied church, deprived themfelves of many valu-

able privileges which their fellow fubjeds enjoy-

ed. But no foiDtier did thefe dangers diminifh, than

the king cheerfully concurred in leflening the re-

ftridions. From the reign of king William to

that of our prefent Ibvereign, the Catholics of I

England had laboured under many privations,

with a filenceand patience which at ]?ength excit-j

ed the attention of the nation. The parliament

therefore, in conjundion with the king, removed
thofe grievous penalties which had been impofed

for the prefervation of the conftitution, then

ftruggling into birth. That liberal fpirit of chrif-

tian charity which animates our king, made him
rejoice in promoting luch a meafure, and eager

to repeal laws which were calculated (now thatl
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