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Your enemies were violent in their cert*

fures ; the public did not hefitate to pro-

nounce your condemnation ; and even your

friends appeared weak in their wifhes to vin-

dicate you, and certainly were awkward in

their attempts.

Your fpeeches in parliament had contri-

buted but little to reftore your fame. But

men of liberality felt for your misfortunes,

and were willing to hope, that the importance

of that Aflembly, the awe which it is apt to

infpijre, and perhaps, your talents not ex-

adly fitted to parliamentary debate, were hi-

therto the caufes why every public attempt

to juftify yourfelf had been attended with in-

confiderable fuccefs. You have now affixed

your name to a formal vindication of your

meafures ; not a few incoherent fentences

provoked from you by illiberal reproach

;

pronounced under the awe of a public afTem-

bly; delivered under the agitation which

unqualified cenfures upon military honour

muft necefTarily occafion in every military

mind ;—but a deliberate recital of your pro-

ceedings; a cool avowal of your motives;

and a ftudied juftification of your conduct.
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