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That Governours are apt to abufe their Powcr^ and grow rich

by Oppreflion, Experience fhows us. We have feen, not many
Years fince, fome Governours feiz'd by their injur'd People, and

fent Prifoners to Whitehall^ there to anfwer for their Offences. O-
thers have fallen Viftims on the Spot, not to the Fury of a Fadion

or a Rabble, but to the Refentment of the whole Body of the Peo-

ple, rifing as one Man to revenge their Wrongs. Others, after

being recall'd, have been profecuted at the King's-Bench Bar, pur-

fuant to an A61 of Parliament made in the Reign of the late King

William, whereby it is provided, That Governours fhall be im-

pleadable at Home for any Injuries done in their Governments A-
broad. We have had more than one flagrant Inftance of this very

lately, where Governours have been convifted and cenfur*d, not fo

properly for opprefling, as for a diredl plundering the People, and

fuch other A6ls of Mifrule and lawlefs Power, as one would not

have thought it poffible they (hould have committed, if Experience

hrd > (hown it to be more than pofliblc.

I don't however intend, by what is here faid, to reproach our

own Nation, as if we were greater Sinners than others, or to reflect

on the prefent Times, as if they were worfe than the former. I

know that the fame Abufes have been pra£lis'd in every Age as well

as this, and in foreign Colonies as well as our own. The ancient

Remans were as brave and as vertuous a People as any in the World,

and yet their Proconfuls or Governours were very (juiky in this

Refpeft. Their Corruption was fo notorious as to be diflingullni'ii

by the Name of Crimen Repetundarum^ a Phrafe not us'd in any other

Meaning, a^.d j'eriv'd from the Obligation which the Roman Senate

laid on the/ ' '^j\'^rnours to make Reftitution.

Nor have who rnodern Governours in the French and Spanijh

Plantations been lefs Criminal. It's a famous Story of a Great M:-

nifter at the Court of Madrid, who writ to his Friend the Vicc-

Roy of Peru, that great Complaints were made againft him, for ha-

ving extorted immenfe Sums of Money from the People in his

Government j IVhich, fays he, / luij}) ma^i he true, or clfc you are

undone, xt feems the fame Thing that wounded him was neceflary
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