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and

the ncopic observing did judtfo, und the next morning thin miicrablc wrt tch v.i\^ loiuul

dcud, with hi:$ Lvuiiih dashed out, (tlioitgh there were no stuiics near to the pl.icc uhcrr

he lu}], on a hill aide at n httlc diMtiiiicc i'runi the wntii, hiii head und shuuUUis lying

downward to tiic descent ofihc i>ill, his brains were Jtcattired, and the ground about hiin

was nil uotldcr, m if there had l)ccn (saiih n>y inrorinci), twenty men and hor*.e5 lor

tweatyJbur hours upon the pot. It i<i not uuny years since thislell out. So budu re.

cotr.peicc doth the dcv il givi: iiis va^saU and hhnes lor their service, for whon mongers
and aduUerers God will judge, which judgments often he bei^inncth to inHict in thiilire,

lor the punishment of the guilty, and the terror olall, und to shew that he is ol purer

eyes <han that he can behold such horrid inir|uity ; though the pouring out of the full

viuls of his wrath he rescrveth for the future, wlicrc ihetr worm shall not die, nor the

lire :or ever be quenched.

The signal defeat and overthrow of the Spanish Armada, that supposed and commonly
(though arrogandy) called Invincible Navy, anno 1588, is famous in history, which was
especially caused by stormy winds and tempests, some thereby sinking at sea, others split-

ting uDon the coasts both of Llngland and Krance, and especially upon the north of Scot,

land, Orkney and Zetland ; and the Fair Isle had the honour of the duke of Medina's
being driven on shore upon it, under whose conduct this navy was : who after his ship,

wreck come over to Dunrossness in Zetland, as an old gentlewoman informed me ; ot

whom she heard the country people, who saw him, frequentlv speak, when she was a

child : so the Lord dispersed and broke this huge and formidable navy, that of n hun-

dred and thirty ships which set out from Spain with provision, ammunition, and other

furniture, exceeding great, scarce thirty returned ; the Grxl of land and sea heard and an-

swered the prayers ot his people in Britain, the curse of God pursuing that hellish enter*

|.rise, notwithstanding uf the infallible Popish benediction on that invincible armada

;

for as our historian Calderwood observeth, *• The rumour of the great Spanish armada
beuig blazed abroad, fervent were the prayers of the godly in Scotland, powerful

and piercing were the sermons of preachers, especially in the time of fast, whereupon
the Lord uttered his voice against his and his church's enemies, by terrible things in

righteousness; our coasts, upon which many of that fleet were cast away, and some oi

the people in it begging from door to door, proclaiming aloud the glory of his justice

and power."
Theic are no weasels in all the northern iblcs of Zedand, as I am informed, though

numerous in the Mainland, which they report thus came to pass : the falconer hav'ng u

power given him, to get a hen out of every house once in the year ; but one year they

refusingi or not being so willing to give, the falconer, out of revenge, brought the next

year two weasels with him, which did generate and spread, so that now they arc become
v:r/ destructive to several goods of the inhabitants, whereof a gentleman, our informer,

told us he had killed several half an ell long.

* ', Chap. IX.

—

The Fish-Trade is most considerable In Zetlamh

OF alt the diings remarkable in Zedand, their iish-trade is the most considerable,

wherefore I have chosen to speak of it by itself. Which I shall labour to do, by shew-
ing what fishing they have in these seas, and what fishes they do most abound in, and
have plenty of; and then hold out who are these who trade, and what advantages do
accrue thereby unto the inhabitants, with some reflections upon the whole.

The fishing here is much decayed by what it was, for now neither is there such a great

numl)cr of fishes taken, nor so easily can they be had, as formerly ; for not above forty
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