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negro in them had an opportunity of running away, yet few

did. They then were, as they still are, us valuable a part of

our popuhition to the Union as any other e([ual number of

inhabitants. They were in nunjorous instances the pioneers,

and in all, the laborers of your armies. To their hands were
owing the erection of the yreatest part of the fortifications

raisedfor the protection of our country. Fort Moultrie gave,

at an early period of the inexperience and untried valor of

our citizens, immortality to American arms. And in the

Northern States, numerous bodies of them were enrolled,

and fought, side-by-sidc with the whites, the battles of the

Revolution."

Said Martindale, of New YorV in Congress, 22d of Janu-

ary, 1828:— "Slaves, or negroes v,ho had been slaves, were

enlisted as soldiers in the War of the Revolution ; and I my-
self saw a battalion of them, as fine martial-looking men as

I ever saw, attached to the Northern army, in the last war,

on its march from Plattsburg to Sackett's Harbor."

The Burlington Gazette gives the following account of an

aged colored resident of that city, which will be read with

much interest :
—

" The attention of many of our citizens has, doubtless,

been arrested by the appearance of an old colored man, who
might have been seen, sitting in front of his residence, in

East Union street, respectfully raising his hat to those who
might be passing by. His attenuated frame, his silvert^d

head, his feeble movements, combine to prove that he is very

aged; and yet, comparatively few oe aware that he is among
the survivors of the gallant army who fought for the liberticH

of our country, ' in the days which tried men's souls.' •

" On Monday last, we stopped to speak to him, and asked

him how old he was. He asked the day of the month, and,

upon being told that it was the 24th of May, replied, with

trembling lips, ' I am very old— I am a hundred years old

to-day.'

"His name is Oliver Cromwell, and he says that he was
born at the Black Horse, (now Columbus,) in this county, in

the family of John Hutchin. He enlisted in a company
commanded by Capt. Lowery, attached to the Second New
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