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ruined his influence in that quarter, by afllng

upon a miftaken view of the politics of Europe,

which had perfuaded him that he had then an

opportunity of fucceeding in his defigns upoa

ibme of the rem:^ining dominions of that Re-

public. On the fide of RufTia, both he and his

ally of Great Britain have met with the mod
mortifying contempt. To this point, therefore,

my obfervation fairly applies. It is a fadt which

I call upon the Miniller's friends to deny, that

the King of Pruffia, upon receiving the dignified

anfwer of Catherine to his haughty proposals,

namely, that Jhe would decide upon peace or war^

under the circumfiances which jhould make either

appear advifeahk to herfelf^ without a/king the per-

mijfion of any foreign power-, did actually, in vehe-

ment indignation, appiy to the Bririfli Court for

a fleet of men of war to be fent, forthwith, to the

Baltick -, and that, to obviate the objedtion with

regard to the latenefs of the feafon (of his right

to demand the fhips he had no doubt), he pro-

pofed the Angular expedient of wintering them

at Dantzick, in order that they fhould be ready

for early operations in the enfuing feafon. The

Britifli Minitter has not been quite ill-judging

enough to comply with this wild demand ; and,^

if report fpeaks true, has difiatisficd his ally not

a little by demurring to it. The fufpenfion of

his
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