
2 OPERATIONS ON THE UPPER EXTREMITY

on the other hii.ul. usually had suhjeets.

TitP children old peop e do not stand shock well
,
tney a'^o air

Heriiislv a«S bv lo's c,f blood and do not diow the rec«Frat.ve

nrnltTSeKS to.,, that in old people confinen.ent to hed may

lead "on'esH™ of the base of the lungs and hypostatic pneumonia

of lon,-contiuued pressu^. on the

iU-nouLZd skin ^l^v the bony prominences, and will not infrequently

""Kl^J^^^^^^^^^^^ for an acute condition, seriously threatening

life LTcapaWe of cure or relief bv surgical interfenMu e. is contra-

inSic^r.HlXv on account of old age/ If a skilled ana^sthetistconsiders

Satfieiuial anaesthetic is not d'Lirable, either spinal anesthesia or

local ana'sthesia may bo employed.
onerative

The results of prostatectomy show what can be done b> OF^J^^^

tJtment in old men, who apart from their nnnary trouble are often

verv feeble and whose organs are by no means healthy,
veryfeebleana g

^. ^^^^ ^^^^^^ f,,^ ^^^gical

opeS.ns -thT men. This, ho.^ver, is the effect of temperament

Kr than sex. and the bearing of the former upon operative treatment

^•'\^^^i;:i ijm women it is always necessary to l^r in nnnd

the importance of anv unsightly or disfiguring scar, especially "P""

expi^S part of the bodv. In a man a scar upon the face can oftenbe

cJ^etefv concealed bv'the moustache or beard ; m a woman such con-

'^^^Z:^. .hen planning anv.such operation to^
that the scar is in as inconspicuous a position as PO««|ble^. Th 8 can

frequentlv be accomplished by making the incision m t^e 'me of wme

2 al fold or crease in the skin. Accurate appositicm of he edg^ ol

the incision, early removal of stitches, and primary union of the wounc

are all of the greatest importance in securing a neat scar.

Unless ur^itlv called for by some acute trouble, operations n, he

groin perineum, or abdomen should not be earned out
:

Hon VV th regard to operati.uis in other regions the wish of.the patient

lould be considered. %lany won.en prefer to have nothing done at

?h?8 time, but should the patient make no ..b,ect,on n '"irm is like y

to result OFrations are best avoided during nregnaiu^. espec 11>

dnn^g the later months. The danger here, of course. ,s tha o.n abortion

mav follow. The chance of such an accident .8 however slight, and

not infrenuentlv it will be felt that the risk should be taken.

Ope»S for »cut« abdominal trouble-, and the removal of ovanan


