
HEREDITY AS A FACTOR iz

ployed Gelle's test in this investigation as I have never

been able to satisfy myself that it is reliable.

The first family tree is the most complete and instruc-

tive that I have been able to procure. (See Table II.)
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viewing thf tive as a vvliole, it will be sen n tliat both

on the paternal and maternal sides fecundity is a pro-

minent feature, though probably this is not to be asso-

ciated with tlie otosclerosis. In tlie next pLice, on the

paternal and maternal sides of the present generation the

families were only very slightly burdened by deafness.

It nmst be mentionrd tliat no blood relationsliip existed

between the father's and the mothers families. Another

very ini|)(>rtant fact to be noted is that neither the

father i\or the mother of the [iresent generation were

in themselves deaf, and yet, of the nine children of this

marriage, si.x are already the victims of otosclerosis,

and of the three who are nut deaf, one has not yet reached

the age at wliich her brothers and sisters tended to

become alfectrd. and another is only just at that age,

viz, 28 to ;<) years. The only one willi good hearing who
has delinitcly i)a>-scd lli.it uitical age i-> at j)reMnt .ji

years old.
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