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To Mrrrndrl Uum \v(> tiiiii I'it the nio-t Hlrikin-.: oxainplc

(if the iil.ivwriulit'.- |Mi\vcrs. 'l"lii.~ lif-t iippcan d a> Le Fi;is::ur

(Till' Sjirciilatur), i^i'ing oriiiinally written in 1838-10. Jii,>-

ticu compels ii.s to slate, liowcver, tliat another hand is present

in the jierfected play. Tii the original it was a eomeily in five

act^; liiit this Avas revanijieil and reduced to tiiree acts liy

yi. d'ljniery, Ijefnre its jiresentatioii at the Cyninase ''I'hc'atre,

-\iigust :2\, IS.'.l. rt was ilien iv-christnuMl McroJ'!, and

Inuk its place as a T-Jino hrocliure in the 'Tlieatrieal Lihi'ary"'

in the same year. The original five-act version was first

]iubiished as Mercndct, in /.- y'-;//x, August v'K. 18,31 (prob-

aljjy called forth by the presentation of the play four days

earlier), and. then appeared in book form, as Lc Falsetir,

from the jiress of Cadot, in 185;!. It is of interest to note

ihal the play was not presented till over a year subse(iucnt

to Balzac's death. The jire-ented version in three acts has

generally been regarded as the more acceptable, M. do Lovon-

joul, the Balzaeian commentator, recognizing ils superior

claims. It is the form now included in current French

editions, ami the one followed in tlie jiresent volume.

Althougli Mcrcadct, like the others, excited the ridicule of

supercilious critics, it lias proven superior to them and to

lime. As early as the year 18fl9, the Comedic Fram-aise

—

the standard French stage—added Mfrcadrt to its rc^pertnry;

and laore than one company in other theatres have scored

success in its reprc'sentation. The play contain? situations

full of bubbling humor and biting satire. Its motif is not

Sentiment. Instead, it inveighs against that spirit of greed

and lust for gain which jdaces a money value even npon
alTecfiMii. r.ut duriTig all the arraignment. Balzac, the born

sjieculalor, cannot conceal a lympathy fur the wily Mercadet


