
6 POLISHED KiIONY

Ai^aiii, .lurin^^ th*' arduous hours ol" Ium- twice-

wc-cUlv wasl.in- scauccs she invariahly sHpikmI the

rin.r fnuu hrr liii-vr aiul pla<(Ml it in ihc K.p drawer

of her l.ui'eau : a drawer the lock of wliieh had U)W^

(viiMMl to W (.f anv saw ornauiontal value. Her

husband had se..hhMl l»rr ahout it - ehi.h'd her so

fre.iuentlv and earnestly that his eritie.sn. had .le-

.r,Mierate(i into mere na-pn- Aeeordin- t.. his

views the treasure shouhl. on wash days, be eare-

fnllv loekc.l in her trunk: a trunk hein^^ to the

i„-r.. what a sieel d.^osii vault i« to his more

Camasian l»rolh('r.

\nd Kl/,<'vir nM-ani \o iU it. She always meant

,„<loll,.. riuht (liiu- r.ul tlM' bureau dui.wer was

l.andv and she was r.-ular!y a halfh-mr late in

istariin- . . . and the rin- was inevitably droi'l'i'd

carelesslv into I lie bnivan drawer.

Trias's IVars for its safety were well -rounded^

The rill"- was famed in eohmred soeial nreh's ami

lH> realized that the nei-hb.mrs must know that

when wash, im for the white folks, Elzevir was with-

,„„ i, |i,knew. too, that while .she was washinu-

,,o,hes in the baeU yard any larcenous imlivnlual

,.ould enter the inu.. door, eonduel a thorou.uh

seairh. lind the riu- and extrael it Iron, its hid-

iu!i i.laee and vamo..s.- undete<>t.Ml

•..

!),.s- like'n to a woman,- he solilo(iui/ed bitterlN .

-Sheain-t m-ver -wine re'lize what that rin^^ is

outil its st(dd fum her."

jl, ,,,,•, ,,„, house in hi.uhdud-eoa and traeed his

steps downtown. Near I he E. .V N. .rossn,;: wh.eh

.livhles the north and south sides of the e„y he

., ,.,.......n...l neiiro who
almosi eoiiideu wuu a .< r-

, . . i i

pulled up short, grinned with .ielitrht andelutelud


