
Hilittiou Pcniiir,' and in a letter addnssi-d In an i>i Aitnc>'«

nanicd Hcrtrand to the Sicnr dt- la Tronihaii-. '

We need not take tliis on,,ion to rt-v iiw Tarknian's railicr

austere and injudicial iK>rtrayal of I'ontrino.iirts zealous itTorts

to brinf; the ajjed ( inef McnilH-rtou and liis tnhe into tin- ilinnh.
The deed was done in fervor; whether it was done to antieijiate

the Jesuits in the same field. n>atters lit'le now, The baptism at

I'ort Royal stands as the ;.chie\einent of a o.nviition siipi.ortcd
by resolution, the conibinaiion that has always done things that are
worth while. The r.l.l diief. having ^iven his adhereme to the new
religion, instilled his faith into all hi> tribe, perhaps whether they
liked it or not. until all the Miiniaes under his control had sur-
rendered fully to the new religion. An.' rl.ns at .\niiapolis began
the spiritual regeneration of the tribe till, under the labors of the
•• Waek-robes " and tlu- " Mare-t'eet " alike, it extended throughout
the entire domain of the Miemaes in Acadia and (iaspesia. I low-
ever historians, in the conventual repose of their libraries, may
construe the initial effort, the seed was planted and the occasioii

of June 1910 showed something of the harvest.

There was a far deeper meaning to this event — one which it

was not the purpose of the tercentenary to contnemorate and was
obviously omitte<l, but it has stamped an elemental intlucnce on the
history of this western continent, 'ihe Micmacs were the first of
the American Indians to surrender to the white mans religi( :i

' The l.ittiT i.s quotf.l l,y K. |.. l>acili<iiu- in a '..uvfiiir l)roc;iurc issm-o m,
advance of the tircentennial

: " fne Trihu priviKsiee " - , illuminau
and erudite hisjory ,,i the tril.c and a sympathetic analysis he Mieira.
Vsycholi.Ky. 'Ihis pamphlet is itself an important historical document f,,r
Its author IS. of all men. he who doul.tless knows the Micmac people I.est' ha^
sojourned with ihem most, has receive.I their conlidences. soothed iheir
anxieties, advised them in their spiritual and secular interests oftenest l-\.r
them he has printed prayer h.H.ks. hymnaries and catechisms in their own
language and today Issues a monthly j.mrnal. " I.e Mess.iKcr Micmac" in
their tongue. Thus incidentally t,) his spiritual labors he has rendered a
great service to philology and linguistics in helping to conserve this Souriquois
language. It is surely upon iMs le.irned and devout Franciscan that I'le
mantle of his confrere. LeCIcrcq, the intrei)id missioner to the "Savages"
in the Gaspe peninsula in the i6()o's. when the countrv was wild and they
were wilder, lias fallen. He has succee.led to the labors of the devo ed
Biard and Maillard. Tf, the publicition we have referred .ind to his later
Souvenir" of the tercentenary, the writer (or indeed anv writer on thistheme) must perforce be attentive and from them a constant borrower.


