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an lypocausts uinder grouind
m arnud the waters of the bath.
Exquisite arabesques, i\-ory couchi-
es, graiceful cabinets of sandal or
citron inflaid with nlotl1er-of-pearl,
S()ftest carpets, ricliest silks, gold,

mivrialachite, porecelain, alaljas-
ter, miracles of the looil and
11eedie, filigree, and jewellcry, at-
tuste'l the S\baritic luxury of the
inhabitants. Yet the lord of al
thit, spienduur confessed to have:
t-njo\ecd only fourteen happy days
in bis life

While a great part of Europe
u~as a pathluss forest or 1inorass,
\N-here roamed the wild boar and
m'ihi ox, uI)on the fertile \'egas of
Granada andl Cordo\-a wvaved the
x ehllo\\ corn and flashied the golden
orange and citron. There, too,
gleanme( the snomwy bouls of the
cotton-1)lant, and gylistened the
silky plumage of the sugar-cane.
The jasmine bow'ers and rose gar-
(lens of Shiraz seemed transplant:ed
to the fairv courts and colonnades
of the Alhambra. The olive, the
aloe, the indigo tree, and the figy
(liversifie(l the rich foliare, the vine
swung burdenecl with its purpling
fruit, anI the pomiegranate dis-
pla ccl its flaniingr crest. Crops
followed crops through ail the sea-
sons inii ubrok-en succession.

Un'ider thue Romans Cordova wvas
the 5eat of a celebrateci universit\,
which taughlt philosophy and rhe-
toric especially, and sustaineci a
professorship of Greek. Here
wvere l)orfl the two Senecas anci the
poets Sextilius 1-enna and Lucan.
Under the MAoors Cordova be-
came a seat of wealth, luxurv, and
lcarning, rivalling Bagdad in its
spiendours, and s0 renowned in
letters as to be called the Athens
o! the Nvest. The aiccounts of its
l)rosperity and magnificence duringf
this periocl-fromn the ninth cen-
tury to the txvelfth'-alnuost rival
the tales of the Arabian Nighlts.
Its population of a: m1illion souls
lias dwindled to about fort\y thlon-
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sand. Yet Cordova, now a de-
cayed and poverty-stricken cityN,
with an air of utter clejection aiic
clesertion, once had six hutndred
nmosques, fifty hospitals, eighlt hun-
clrecl schools, nine hundred public
baths, eight thousand shops, two
hu nclrcc and sixtv-tlhree thon sand
houses, six hun11dred inns, a librarv
of six hutndred thousand volumes.
So extensive wvere its mianuifactories
of leatlier that the w~ords cordovan
ancl cordw-ainer are both derived
fronu its naine.


