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« THE SCHOOL QUESTION.

—

The frequent references made to the Separate School system
during the session of the Ontarlo Parliament receutly terminated
shows that public attention ix being directed in a very marked
degree to the present status and efticiency of that system. Fora
long time 1t was the practice of certain of tho cnemics of Catholic
cdueation to deem the eaistence of Catholic schools v matter of
too little moment to-require attention, Others, again, when
deigning to refer to them, indulged in cither violent condemon.
tiou of the system or in prophecy of ies speedy downfall, ‘There
is now quite s change in the attitude of the non-Catholic public
in regard of our schools, The number of friends of Catholic
cducation amongst non.Catholics has year by year increased, till
it may be said that in the Province of Outario a lange wajority of
Protestant citizens is well affected towards the Scparate School
system. It bas, lwwever, numerons encmier, some guiescent.
nwaiting a well-timed opportunity for assault, others as loud and
pronounced in condemnation as ever. It is well, in our estima-
tion, for the friends of Catholic education in Ontario that it
should have its enemies, for enmity ever makes friends vigilant,
active, and carnest, The time may come--we cannot say how
soon—when all the vigilance, activity and earnestness of the friends
of the Ontario Separate School system will bie called into play. It
is our duty to prepure for that time by giving the condition of our
schools, the causes of their inetficiency—wherever incficney

exists—and the furtber legal protection demanded for their |

growth and solid development, such consideration as may lead to
their being placed on a solid and unassailable basis. The present
condition of our Catholic Schoolr affords just ground for sclf-
congmtulalion. When we compare theitpresent status with that
of twenty years agu, we see on every side evidences of marvellous
progress, impervious to the most adverse criticixm:  Tn every city
and town of Ontario where Separute Schools existed in 1863, there
has been, w8 our readers well know, o very decided an improve-
went in the condition of onr schools as to Jead to the hope that in
the next twenty years & much more declded improvement can be
cffected.  There has been advancement in the cliaracter of school
buildings, in the number and quality of teachers, and in the
intellectual trainiug of pupils which even a comparison with the
progress of the public schools in that time cannot but bring into
fuller light, The cunses of the mpid progress of our schools in the
1ace of adverse legislation, and of ill-disguised if not open hostility
on the part of school officialy, ax well as the indificrence of a large
number of Catholics themselves are .1) the thorough devotedness
und noble self-sacrifice of the Catholic ity of Ontario in the
orgrnization and support of Scparate Schools-—(2) the ceascless
snpervision and active assisiance extended to the schools by the
hicerarchy and clergy of the Province, and (3. the untiring though
nunterially ill-rewarded Jabor of the Catholic teachers, lay and
religious, in the furtherance of the moral and intellectual welfare
of the Catholic youth of Ontatio.

Wherever inefliciency now exists, it is due, as has always been
the case, to either oue of these causcs, the absence of adequate
legixlation, the hostility of departmental and municipal officers,
the indifference of Catholic schools-supporters, resulting in unwise
sclections of trustees, the cmployment of ill-qualified teachens, the
wa"(tl of necessary scliool requisites, and the irregular attendance of
childien.

Several amendinents to the School Jaw have beer. of late years,
maude in u direction beneficial to Separate Schools.  These amend-
ments should be utilized to the fullest practical extent, and others
ucces:ary—and there are some very necessary—called for and
vigorously insisted upon. The hestility of government depart-
wental apd municipal officials should never le allowed to pass
without ready exposure and severe vondemnation, Many of these
persons find a particular gratification in impeding the work of
Catholic education. Their conduct ahould mect with s0 sterna
reprobation on the part of Catholics a8 to lead, if at all possible. to
their official decapitation.  Too mnch attention cannot be given by
Catholics to the selection of Sepumte School Trusteen. Au inef-
ficient board of trustees, cithier in whole or part, alwayvs excrcises a
most deleterious cffect on the schools under its care.  If thoronghly
devoted Catholics only be appointed to these important charges,
there will be carnestness in schoul manngement, wise seloctions
wade of teacliers and o ready provision of all requixites called for
in progressive nod eflicient schwola  We have now in this Province
2 body of Catholic tenchiers second to none in the Dominion. By
their fruits are they known, Many of themn have grown gy in
the noble work and have the consolation to know that throngh
their assistauce 8 generation of patriotic citizens has risen, a credit
to country and religion.  Others are but Leginning what mnst be s
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useful and honorable carcer,  All of them, whether lay or religious,
in view of past services and present merit and efficiency, require
and should have generously extended to them the ready and
undevided suppait of every section of the Cutholic population of
Ontario — Cutholie Record.

TUREE IMVPORTANT QUESTIONS.

1t i= a difticult thing to convince many parents who
are not indifforout in religious matters—who hear Mass
aud appronch the Sncraments—that their children
would not suffer temporal loss by attending a Catholic
school. Catholic a8 these parvents claim to be, the
question of temporal gain or loss is paramount. It is so
important in their eyes, that the spiritual question,
“ What doth it profit 8 man to gain the whole world
and lose his own soul 2 weighs, in comparison, very
light.  But it is a sad trath, the application of which is
not confined to nominal Catholics, that the supposition
that 4 boy or a girl is bettor fitted for the steuggle by
tho public-school process, is widespread. The parochial
schoals in this city ave overcrowded, it is true, not
becruse the number of children in the parishes is
proportionately represented, but becnuse tho school-
wildings are inadequate to hold the comparatively
small number of children that attend them.

1literate people are most cuger in defence of the
public schools. Eduacation” to them means some-
thing rich and rave, mystorions, high and incompre-
honsible. The more red tape there is about it, the
more valuable it becomes in their oyes. lence the
onforced lack of “ book-learning " among many of our
*)eoplo, who, deprived of all their rights and privileges
oy the despotism of England, are really incapablo of
truly  defining what this dazzling mirage, modern
ciucation, is. 1t is odd to find Irishmen who gloriously
sacrificed all tho advantages of learning rather than
give up that Faith which was dearer to them than life,
or anything that life could give, willing to imperil the
spiritual welfure of their children for something which
they are by no menans swre will bring these children
cven the coveted ““mess of pottage.”  Esan sacrificed
less, but gmined more than these people. It is honorable
to Jrish faith and Irish firmness that so many of the
race are ignorant of those things which a blind world
vulues as most precious. It is shameful that so many
of that race, illustrious. wbove all, for its devotion to
the Church, should follow the counsels of o blind world
and allow their children to risk the Faith for which
Ireland sutfored all sorrows and all wrongs. There aro
mauy reasons why a parent in this country should
value education highly. It is supposed to be the key 1o
all temporal good; and s0 it would be, if it were real
education, but it is not. 1f it gave a child’s hand skill,
if' it guided and helped him to concentrate his thoughts,
if it trstined him for those tasks for which he is'best
titted, it would be worth wsucrifice, but not the sacrifice
which many Catholies are willing to make for its
counterfeit.

There hax boen an casy, go-as-you-please air about
many of the Cutholic pavochial schools which contirmed
ignorant or carcless parents in prejudices that their
inclinations led thom to adopt with readiness. Lax
pastoral supervision aund incompetent teachers have,
1n some localities, made parochial scheols words of
roproaick, and  created an antipathy  towsrds  them
which yours of cavnest amd zelous work only ean
remove, If all Catholic purents knew their duties and
felt their responsibility. a badly-managed Catholic



