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MdICHIGAN LETTER.
Veciine of Water Shipments-Trade Prospective ard

Retrospective-Decadence of Michigan Foresis.
A Dam at Niagara Falls.

f legular corteaacndcncecCAriAliA lUbkÀ

lirE slîipnents of lumiber by water frorn S.-ginawv
Sriver ports during the season have been the plait-

est for Inan>' yenrs, and are in the line of a graduai de-
cline, which mnust uluimately have a serious cifect on
the water-carrying irade of dt State. The folloiving
figures exhibit the shipments for the season ici Nov. i
fron dte entire Sagînaw river for five years and illus-
strate the tact jus: srated.

Lumber. Shîngles. Lath.
1887 .. ..... 486,081>'627 741497,000 25,128,000
1888 .. ..... 436.326,000 75,802,000 29,474,000
1889....7,8,0 87,701,000 18,554,000
190 ....... 3S2,162,000 70,547,000 1 1,397,000
1891 ........ 365,228,000 72t327,000 13,099,000

It is to be.rcmninbered, ln this connection, that white
the shipments by water are steadily decreasing, the
railroads are cadi year capturing a larger lumbcr busi-
ness.

TIhe seasoni's trade is Wveil over. Lunabernien arc
viewing the work Dow both retrospectaveiy and pro.
spectively.

Freight rates to B3uffalo and Tunaivanda have been
advariced, and 1 hear of two firms wvho have sent in-
structions to firward anc mort of their lumber unjil
zlext spring.

Saute faîlures, as you know, have ou.urred ibis year.
and Michign lumberînen have nul aitogether esaped
theireffects. Tht Hagard failurte struck a number of Blay
City mn, and the Il. A. ,-cribner troubles of the pre-
sent month have roped ian quite a nurnbet front Ba:y
City. This firni cai buisiness ai *ronatvanda and the
Michigan men, who suffer are ; Pluis & Grange, $17,.
o0o; Eddy Bi3os, $z5,5oo; E~ddy, Avery & Eddy, $z,
soo; S. G. M- Gaies, $Y,6oo; Thomnas Maddcn, $4,500.

IJJMi3EII CONDITIONb.
Dealers gentraliy, express themselves as satasfied

.vaîh the trade that bas been donc, despite occasional
set.backzs, sornit of wvhich 1 have hinted ai in this and
previous lerters. A promiraent manufacturer here, Who
bas beera in the business in Muskcgons for twenîty.five
years is authoraty for the statemrent that %with the ex-
ception of ont or tîwo "boom"l years the season of 1890o-
i891, has been the best, aIl things considered, wiîhin
his memnory. He bases ibis siatement upon the faci
that tram the very beganning, starting with iumbering
operations last winter, cvery condition bas been favor-
able te the Joggings driving and manufaciurîng uf pine
"'îîh a inîninum expense and wîîhout losses or casual-
;tcs worujhy of note.

The qL stion cf the decadence of thetomber industry
ira a State possessed of thelumber importance of Mlichi.
gan is always a Ieading question and gis-es risc to mauch
in tht Nvay of conjecture andi aften tiltde that bas ne
other qualîty to recommenti it. In 1 867, a wtiî;er, wvla
was supposed lu have good knowlcdge of tbe question
discussed, estimatcd the total standing plat in the
ýSaginaw and Au Sable districts ai 51--4 i,=o0o feer.
vhîch, i 300,000>00 feet yearly cul 'vould bc exhausi-

ed in 17 yetr:i. Weil, the bcesenteca ye.ars are a gond
înany years over run, and sîifl a rather lively cul goes
on. Not an any anc ycar since that date b.-s the pro.
cluction falien bcloss 451,00u;,,o0 n any seasun Ai the-
samnc time tuecare tndttiduitl p.srts of thc Stait wbere
the tianrer a,. kc,-uiiLmnk t'..c: s v..
whe recenity returncd froirs a trip te Ntuslegon Rïve-r,
svhcrt he bas been lonking river the lumbening pros-
pects for the coming sc.îson. as renorted as sayîng.

£ltil twhe marc the ivoois îcsotindeul %vitl the crash
ci, dht a\e there as nosv a drtary %vaiitc of barren plains,
swansps and i rag gling irets. IThecamps trin the Mus.
kegor River se be operaîedl ibis wainter bc sayb tan
bc cuunied Liun the fingerf' ieh two hands. la the
Higgins and lioaaglitun Likc district, 4M.ttlietw Wilson
is about :he oly unc who Iiie, tri% standing pine and
bat a %hlandful, perhatis nol tu tei. ed i ;,oooo fect,
%vihcahe c lhra trazo îje Jlak uiî si, .nrt The
other behaý 5oeuthward, atong thte siream andi sis
branzhes_, arec bcîng opcr.aîeci, tilt ilusai îiaT. L, !0g
ging i.iilroads- anti 't as seldoxin th;lt tit priiives

naethods of Michiiganî lumbering are seen. he pre-
sent wi;ll wind up ail but about huit a dozen lunsberirg
tracts tiib)utary to tbis city and next season dit Boom-
ing Conmpany do net anticipate, nloir have tlîey counted
on receiving more ilian 250,000iOGO feet for the drive,
aindti is, Prcesident Hi iii thinks înay îaossibly be rc-
duccd about 5o.ooo,ooe feet. A quantity of logs 'viii be
brouglît ta dt city direct by rail and in soine instances
rafts wvili be made on Lake Nlichigan."

l'o reaaîedy in part, at least, the trouble caused this
scason in Sagina'v river and lake ports, tit -suggestion
lias been maade to build a dain at Niagara Falls. Capt.
lMarshal),-îhe government engineer -an Chîicago, lîow-
ever, says the only practicable way toget more *water
in ihe lake channeis is ta dig deepe:'. Shîould damis be
built be says that in îsvo or tiret yeurs the wvater la
the great lakes avili be so high that people ivill be
clamoring against thai as they are aow against low
wvater.

PICA.
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OTTAWA LETTER.
Close cf the Season.-A Short Cut-Large lncrease in
Bush work-,OOO Men in the Woads-A Lumber-

man for the Cabinet-Lumbermen in Court-
Where the Profits came in-Timber Limit

Purchases-Piece Stuff
ftgalrcorresponatrnrc CAHADA aSBIA.

S 0 far asmili operations are conccrncd wve have reacb-
icd the end of the season. If evcry saw in cvcry mahk-

lîcreabouts bas not sîopped buzzing each is near enougb
dt lasi 'kick te exhibit litie lite in dit effort. Tht
season in suint respects at lcast has mot been over sanas-
facîory. 1 e.-pect in a future letier t0 give you figures
tclling wiih proper exactness the outcome of the sea-
.on's trade. 1 cannot do this to-day, but with i-bat in-
for£nation is la m) possession there is nie risk in saying
that the cul will be rnucb bchind last year. J. R.
Booth bas said ihis of tht cut af bis mil], and Pierce &
Co. have oaly cut aine million tedt against fifty million
last year, their miii ai the Chaudiere bavimgbeen closed
dowa throughout the season.

This short cut, howeî'ers is ne: an tanmixed evil. It
bas leli aur piliag grounds Weil cleaned ou: of neariy
cvery kanti of tuomber. Prices have as a consequence
stiffenied, and the winter in the woods svill be ont of the
busiesi iurtbernien have expcrienced for ycars.

Five tbousand mea wili spend the wiaacr la the bush
dais ycr-l arn speaking only of operations of Ottawa
lumberînen-as comnparcd w-iih thrce thousand lasi ycar.
Road cutters are getting $12 10 $16 a month (and their
k-tep af course), general bands S16 te 52q> log cutters
$-o 10 22 scorers $2_6, liners $30, heavers $35 t0 $40,
coolis $3o te 35. There is an -increase of about $4..oe
a month ail round. The estimates of tht men employed
in inost of the shantes tbis winger are givea as tollows.

flronson's & Wesgman, 99o; Buel!, Orr & H-urdman,
6ooi; Hawkesbury Lumber Co., 400; McLaren & Ed-
wardsi 300; Ross Bros., 400; Canada Lumber Ca., 2oe
Edward M,.oore, <squareimnber) 10;Emery Lumber Co.,
300; Rochester Bros., zoo; R. H. Klock's-, 150; Boothls
200: Perley & Patcc s, Soo. LacaiI'y ibis means a good
dcal for-IUttawa and Hull. TIaking an estimait af 5,000
mera in tht wods,ýwith an avienrge of $2o a nîonth ivili
bc an expenditure fer wages aoate, by the lumbcrrnen
af about S$tocooo pet naonth, or Siooooo for the season.
The incre-ise ta pay over Iast year %vîi be bciween $So,-
oc -.atiooom,00

HON. PETER WHITE FOR CABINET MNSSt

Trhe question of lumber reptcscnîtation la ihe Cabiliet
is bcîng considered by prominent lunabermen in ibis
section. A few days aga a deputation consisting of J.
R. Booth, G. A-. Pcrley, *Hirami Robinson andi Bcrklcy
Powell bait an interview waîh Premier Abbott wvith Ibis
object la view, strangly urgîng the dlaims cf Hon. Peter
White, now Speaker of the 1-ouse cif Cammans, ta a
position in the Cabinet. -NIr '%Vhite "'as for yta-sý en-
gaged la lumbering' and as a lumbcrzaan liktly k-naws
as much of tomber affairs as the next mari. He bas
been a in'ý%bcr of-Par4iamtni farasone years, represent-
.ni; :ht north riding of the Cýounty'of Renftrcw. Neiber
fajcnd or fbe wiil dispute his ability ta holà a seat inaIlhe

Douminion Cabinet, andtialtogether.aside train t lire-
sent inovemeal lais namte lias frcqucntiy been intintîed
when the question of Cabinet înak-ing lias been ta the
fore, as it lias vcry anucb been, siaice the deaîb of Sir
luoin A. Maîcdonald. Wlaetlaer he shouid have a place
thîcre as the rcprescntaîive of any particular traite inter-
ests is a quiestion on vhîich people ivili divide opinions.
Abundance of precedents exist in Canadian h>arliaine,-
tary practice te support the custoixî, for ciass intcrests,
hold powerful sway in our poiitics. Goldwin Smith tells
us that this is the-rule ofnicnit in Cabinet making, one
mi being ciiosen because lac is prominent ia Orange
circies, another for dte reason that bc is a good Roman
Catholic, and a third te represeni tht prohibition moa'ê-
ment, and s0 on. Perhaps so, but 1 shall not tread
tua-ther on tbe dangerous field of politics.

TWe IMPORTANTr LI3MBER SUITS.
Tht suit la cenneriion wiib the David Mioore estate,

tu wbicb you made snme reicrence in your newvs col-
umas hast monîh bas since been settled, Edward Moore
agreeing to pay each cf the otherlieirs, six ia nurnher,
$7,500i Wbich Offer avas accePîed. -When David Moore,
tht father died, be was ane ai tht weaiihiest luinber-
mea ia the Ottawa Valley, his estait beiag valued ai
$700,oo0. His cîdest son, Edward Moore, svas ieft lan
charge of tht esta te. He managed it with business
ability and success, baving since paid out 525ooe to
tht cther lieirs. Some complications arising as to the
administration of the Quebec portion cf the estait as
%vclh as a question about a large Ontarlo litr.it wbich
bad been let separatèiy tô Edward Mâlioie by bis
faîher, the athler hears began the suit whicht bas just
been amicabiy scttled. Wlth regard ta the disputcd
hitnat, the contention of the other heirs was that, ah-
thouigh David Moore gave it to ilis eldest son, wvbichi
they admitîed, tbey heiti that this was under a tris-
apprehlension. Edwvard Moore, wvhite repudiatiag this,
nea-erheless svas prepared ta make sartie concessions
'vith tbem in vicw of the appreciation in value of the
limit. Tht tacts show where the profit in lumnbcriag
cames in. David Moore bought dte timait ariginahy
for $4,000. Edwvard Moore during lais fatbcrs iifetime
macle $46,ooo oui of ir, and atter bis tatber's dcath
$30,000 more and flnaily sold it for $46,000o; total,
$za6,ooo.

Tht action brought by G. B. Patiee, G. H. Perley
and C. Berkley Powell, for damiages against John
McKay for obstfûcting a'nd shîîîîing off the iuaters of
the Amable du Fond river bas been dismnissed with
costs. The plaintiffs have an extensive timber lirait on
Long Lake and by means of tht Amabie du Fond,
theace by tht Mattasva, tbence by the Ottawa, tbey
convey theïr logs tu, thear radls. They dlai that in
Augasi last, white îbey had -25,000 logs ini transit, tht
defeadant msade a dam aon tht Amabie du Fond, svhich
injured the river as a streant, for fioahing logs by re-
ducing its current. Plaintiffs dlaim $.t,oooe damtages,
and a declaration that thc said river cannai be se in-
jurcd and that Mr. McKay shail bave no rigbî ta damn
it. The decision rendered, confia-ms. McKay ia his
right te dam tht Eau Claire river, net saving what the
consequences may be.

TIMBER LIMIT SALE.

ihe-timber braits' cf McIssrs. Dougherty & Roches-
ter and R. Gormnaa were solti by public auchion during
tht mntb, crcatiag considerable acîivity arnong luni-
bemrmea. Parcel >o i Kippewa Berth, NO. 2 1, On
White Pine river svas the first offered. Bidding started
ai $ioooQ and %vent as high as S31,4004 whea it îvaq
knocked dowa te J. C. Edwards, .Pof Rockiand.
Parcel No. 2-Berth A aad B an-ziverCoulonge, area
io0 square miles, %vas withdrawa as *as also the sup-
plies and plant for the sbanty, only$S,ooo being afici-
cd. Tht limits of Messrs Dougherty -St Rochester
sold ta bloc- They comprise liccases 280,.281, 283.
and 284 on the >1ttawa, witb 2 1 miles fromtage. Cap-
tain Murphy bidding Sp,ooos ai svhich price ii was
soid, tht purchasers bcing Messrs. Thomas anti Will-
iami Murray, of Pembra'ke. A fesv days late- thesc-
geýntlemecn sold thelimits again ta the Rathbun Coin-
papy of Deset-onto, ai an advance-on the:price paiti. i
is statcd that thet kxhhuns %%iii creet a Mill between
Klocles.iad MatÏawai ard. ilhoroughl) work tht lirîlits.


