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MICHIGAN LETTER.
pecline of Water Shipments—Trade Prospective and
Retrospective~Decadence of Michigan Forests.
A Dam at Niagara Falls.
{Regular corzespundence CANADA LUMEERMAN.)
HE shipments of lumber by water from Saginaw
river ports during the season have been the gmall-
cst for many years, and are in the line of a gradual de-
cline, which must ultimately have a serious effect on
the water-carrying trade of the State. The following
figures exhibit the shipments for the season to Nov. 1
from the entire Saginaw river for five years and illus-
strate the fact just stated.

Lumber. Shingles. Lath.
1887.. . ..... 486,081,627 74,497,000 25,128,000
1888.. ...... 436.326000 75,802,000 29,474,000
1889.. ... .. 376880000 87,705,000 18,554,000
1890 ..... ... 382,162,000 70,547,000 11,397,000
1891 ...uuenns 365,228,000 72,327,000 13,099,000

It is to be.remembered, in this connection, that while
the shipments by water are steadily decreasing, the
railroads are each vear capturing a larger lumber busi-
ness,

‘The seasow's trade is well over., Lumbermen are
viewing the work now both retrospectively and pro-
spectively.

Freight rates to Buffalo and Tonawanda have been
advanced, and | hear of two firms who have sent in-
structions to farward no more of their lumber until
next spring.

Some failures, as you know, have occurred this year,
and Michigan lJumbermen have not altogether escaped
their effects. The Hagard failure struck 2 number of Bay
City men, and the P. A. Scnibner troubles of the pre-
‘sent month have roped in quite a number from Buy
City, This firm did business at Tonawanda and the
Michigan men, who sufler are: Pius & Grange, $17,-
000 ; Eddy Bros., $5,500; Eddy, Avery & Eddy, 33,
S00; S. G. M. Gates, $1,600; Thomas Madden, $3,500.

LUMBER CONDITIONS.

Dealers generally, express themselves as satisfied
with the trade thar has been done, despite occasional
set-backs, some of which } have hinted atin this and
previous letters. A prominent manufacturer here, who
has been in the business in Muskegon for twenty-five
years is authonty for the statement that with the ex-
ception of one or two “boom” years the season of 18go-
1891, has been the best, all things considered, within
his memory. He bases this statement vpon the fact
that from the very beginning, starting with lumbering
operations last winter, every condition has been favor-
able to the logging, driving and manufacturing of pine
with a miminum expense and without losses or casual-
ties worthy of note.

The qu stion of the decadence of the lumber industry
in a State possessed of thelumber importance of Michi.
gan is always a leading question and gives risc to much
in the way of conjccture and often little that has no
other quality to recommend it.  In 1867, a writer, who
was supposed to have good knowledge of the question
discussed, estunated the total standing pine in the
Saginaw and Au Sable distnicts at 5:241,600,000 feet,
which, at 300,000,000 feet yearly cut would be exhaust-
edin 17 years. \veli, the seventeen years are a good
many years over run, and sull a rather hvely cut goes
on. Notin any one year since that date has the pro-
duction falten below 431,005,000 0 any season At the
same ume there are indinadual pants of the State where
the timber 1 bewonuny devadead starre A lunbieaaarn
who recently returned from a trip 16 Muskegon River,
where he has been looking over the lumbenng pros-
pects for the conung scason, 15 reported as saying .
“th 1t where once the woods 1csonnded with the crash
of the ave there is now a dreary wiste of barren plans,
swamps and stragghing trees.  The camps ¢n the Mus.
kegon River to be operated this winter he says can
be ctunted upon the fingers of the two hands. 1o the
Higgns and Houghton Lake district, Matthew Wilson
1s aboui the oly onc who has any standing pine and
but & handful, perhaps not 1o exeed 135,000,000 feet,
which he willithron nte the lake this winies  The
other belts sonthward, along the sircam and ats
branches, ate being operatedt, the mwust of them by log
giny idilroads and s seldom that the prumtve

melhods of Mlclngnn lumbcnng are seen. The pre-
sent will wind up all but about half a dozen lumberiny
tracts tiibutary to this city and next season the Boom-
g Company do not anticipate, nor have they counted
on receiving more than 250,000,000 feet for the drive,
and this, President Hill thinks may possibly be re-
duced about 50,000,000 feet. A quanuty of logs will be
brought to the city direct by rail and 1n some instances
rafts will be made on Lake Michigan.”

‘To remedy in part, at least, the trouble caused this
season in Saginaw river and lake ports, the -suggestion
has been made to build a dam at Niagara Falls. Capt.
Marshall~the government engineer in Clucago, how-
cver, says the only practicable way to:zet more -water,
in the lake channels is to dig deeper. Should dams be
built he says that in two or three years the water in
the great lakes will be so high that people will be
clamoring against that as they are now against low
water.
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OTTAWA LETTER.

Close of the Season—A Short Cut—Large Increase in
' Bush work—65,000 Men in the Woods~—A Lumbenr-

man for the Cabinet—Lumbermen in Court—

Where the Profits come in—Timber Limit

Purchases—Piece Stuff.
[Regular correspondence CANADA LUMBERNAN.)
O far asmilloperations are concerned we have reach-

hereabouts has not stopped buazing each is near enough
the last kick to exhibit little life in the effort. The
season in some respectsat least has not been over satis-
factory. 1 expectin a future letter to give you figures
telling with proper exactness the outcome of the sea-
son's trade. 1 cannot do this to-day, but with what in-
forgation is in m) possession there is no risk in saying
that the cut will be much behind last year. J. R.
Booth has said this of the cut of his mill, and Pierce &
Co. have only cut nine million feet against ffty million
last year, their mill at the Chaudiere having been closed
down throughout the season.

This short cut, however, is not an unmixed evil. It
has left our piling grounds well cleaned out of nearly
every kind of lumber.  Prices have asa consequence
stiffened, and the winter in the woods will be one of the
busiest luthbermen have experienced for years.

Five thousand men will spend the winter in the bush
this year—I am speaking only of operations of Ottawa
lumkermen—as compared with three thousand last year.
Road cutters are getting $32 to $16 2 month (and their
keep of course), general bands $16 to $20, log cutters
$20 to $22, scorers $26, liners $30, hewers $35 to $z0,
cooks $30 10 35.  There is an -increase of about $3.00
a month all round. The estimates of the men employed
in most of the shantuies this winter are given as follows:

Bronson’s & Westman, 990; Buell, Orr & Hurdman,
600; Hawkesbury Lumber Co., 400; McLaren & Ed-
wards, 300; Ross Bros., 400; Canada Lumber Co, 2c0

300; Rochester Bros ., 100; R. H. Klock’s, 150; Booth’s
{ 200; Perley & Paitees, 500. Locally this means a good
deal for Ottawa and Hull. Taking an esumate of 5,000
men m the woads, “with an average of $20 2 month will
be an expenditure for wages alone, by the lumbermen

4 of about $100,000 per month, ot $3500,000 for the season.

! The increiise mn pay over Jast year will be between $8o,-
| 000 and $100,000.

HON. PETER WHITE FOR CABINET MINISTER.

1s being considered by praminent lumbermen in this
scction. A few days ago 2 deputation consisting of J.
R. Booth, G. H. Perley, Hiram Robinson and Berkley
Powell had an interview with Premier Abbott with this
object 1n View, strongly urging the claims of Hon. Peter
. White, now Speaker of the House of Commons, to a
position in the Cabinet. Mr White was for years-en-

as much of lumber affairs as the next man.
been a mimber of- Parhamem for.some years, represent-

|
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|

friend or foe will dispute his ability 10 hold aseatin the

v

ed the end of the season. If every saw'in every mill-

Edward Moore, {square timber) 100; Emery Lumber Co,, .

The question of lumber representation in the Cabinet

gaged in lumbering and as a lumberman likely. knows
He has

«ng the north riding of the County of Renfrew. Neither |

Dominion Cabinet, and altogether asnde from the pre-
sent movement his name has frequently been mentioned
when the question of Cabinet making has been to the
fore, as it has very much been, since the death of Sir
John A. Macdonald. \Whether he should have a place
there as the representative of any particular trade inter-
ests is a question on which people will divide opinions.
Abundance of precedents exist in Canadian Parliamen-
tary practice to support the custom, for class interests
held powerful sway in our politics. Goldwin Smith tells
us that this is the-rule of merit in Cabinet making, one
man being chosen because he is prominent in Orange
circles, another for the reason that he is a good Roman
Catholic, and a third to represent the prohibition move-
ment, and so on. Perhaps so, but { shall not tread
further on the dangerous field of politics.

TWO IMPORTANT LUMBER SUITS.

The suit in connection with the David Moore estate,
to which you made some reference in your news col-
umns last month has since been settled, Edward Moore
agreeing to pay each of the other heirs, six in number,
$7,500, which offer was accepted. "When David Moore,
the father died, he was one of the wealthiest lumber-
men in the Ottawa Valley, his estate being valued at
$700,000. His eldest son, Edward Moore, was left in
charge of the estate. He managed it with business
ability and success, having since paid out $250,000 to
the other heirs.  Some complications atising as to the
administration of the Quebec portion of the estate as
well as a question ahout a large Ontario limit which
had been left separately t6 Edward Mdore by his
father, the other heirs began the suit which has just
been amicably settled. With regard to the disputed
lunit, the contention of the other heirs was thag, al-
though David Moore gave it to his eldest son, which
they admitted, they held that this was under a mis-
apprehension. Edward Moore, while repudiating this,
nevertheless was prepared to make some concessions
with them in view of the appreciation in value of the
limit. The facts show where the profit in lumbering
comes in. David Moore bought the limit originally

for $4,000. Edward Moore during his father’s lifetime

made $46,000 out of i, and after his father's death
$30,000 more and finally sold it for $46,000; total,
$126,000.

The action brought by G. B. Pattee, G. H. Perley
and C. Berkley Powell, for damages against John
McKay for obstticting and shutting off the waters of .
the Amable du Fond river has been dismissed with
costs. ‘The plaintifis have an extensive timbLer limit on
Long Lake and by means of the Amable du Fond,
thence by the Mattawa, thence by the Ottawa, they
convey their logs to their mills. They claim that in
August last, while they had 235,05 logs n transit, the
defendant made a dam on the Amable du Fond, which
injured the river as a stream for floating Jogs by re-
ducing its current.  Plaintiffs claim $4,000 damages,
and a declaration that the said river cannot be so in-
jured and that Mr. McKay shall have no right to dam
it. The decision rendered, confirms. McKay wn his
right to dam the Eau Claire river, not saying what the
consequences may be.

TIMBER LIMIT SALE.

The-timber Kmits of Messrs. DPougherty & Roches-
ter and R. Gorman were sold by public auction during
the month, creating considerable activity among lum-
bermen. Parcel No. 1. -Kippewa Berth, No. 21, on
Whte Pine river was the first offered. Bidding started
at $10,000 and went as high as $31,400, when it was
knocked down to J. C. Edwards, M.P,, of Rockland.
Parcel No. 2—Berth A and B on_river Coulonge, area
100 square miles, was withdrawn as was also the sup-
plies anad plant for the shanty, only $18,000 beisng oficr
ed. The limits of Messrs. Dougherty & Rochester
sold en bloc. They comprise liccases =280,.281, 283,
and 284 on the Mattawa, with 21 miles frontage. Cap-
tain Murphy bidding $57,000 at which price it was
sold, the purchasers being Messrs. Thomas and Will-
jam Mumay, of Pembroke. A few days later these
gentlemen sold the limits again to the Rathbur Com-
pagy of Deseronto, at an advance-on the:price paid. It
is stated that the Rt thhuns will erecta mill between
Klock’s and Mattawa and. thoroughly work the Tiniits,




