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T anco thowght of an application lo parliament
to rejjulnte conversation by statute, but on fur-
thet reflactinn 1 have relinquished the idea ;
foaring thit from the nataro of their own de-
bates, aund the little benefit resulting from some
of thom, that they would requiro such lengthy
apceches from others, that wauld leave no time
for transacting the ordinary affuies of life. But
from pure regard to the rising generation, |
bavg collected a number of excellent rules for
thé mnuagement of conversation, The Specta-
tors, Guardians, and Tatlers of the last age,
and some publicutions of the present day, have
contributed their scveral quotas towards a work,
which Tthought of pubhishing, in three volumes
quarts, st the very moderate price of THrREE
GUINEAS, inhoards.  DBut, on consulling my
bookscller, ¥ am discouraged froma tho attempt
for three reasona : he informs mp that, for a
work of this descriphon, 1 should meet with very
few purchaasurs, still fewer readers, gnd SCARCE -
Ly aNy who would inprove bo tha perusal. |
shall therefore prescrve the MSS. and leave
directions tomy famuly to have it published two
hundred vears hence, when, it may be hoped,
the world will be. better able tv appreciate ite
value : till then only a few select portions shali
bo gtven to the readars of the Youths’ Moga-
zine. [v 2 future paper I will give them some
account of the TaciTurxs. Crilo.

—h O3S e
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THE BOA CONSTR!CT(;YR DEVOURING HIS
: PRE

(From M Leod's Voyage of H. M. 8. Alceste.)

On buaid of the slnp Caear, which had been
engaged to bring back to England our late em-
bassy to Chica, after the shipwreck of his Ma-
jesty’s ahip Alceste, there waa also embarked a
serpent of the Boa Constrictor species, which al-
though vizleen fzet long, and about & foot and a
&alf n circumference, was considered to be bur
& amail one of his kind.  Hle ig saud to have heen
entertawged with a hve goat for dinner once in
every theee or four weeks, und occasionally with
a duck or fow! by way of a dessert. IHe was
broughbt on board shut up 10 a wooden crib or
cage, the bars of which were sufficiently close
to prexent his escape; aond it bad a shiding doar,
for the purpase of admitting his food.  This crib
wes about four fuet high and five feet square;
a space safficiently large to allow hum to coii
himself raund with ease.  The live stack for the
use of this monster during his passage to Eng-
tand, consisting of six goats of the ordinary size,
were sent oa board with him, and considered as
a fair allowance fur as many moaths. At an
early perind of the voyage, says M. M‘Leod,
Surgeon of H. M. late ship Alceste, we had an
exhibition of lus talent in the way of eating,
which was publicly performes. oa tho quarter.
deck, upotr which he was hrought, The sliding
dogr being opencd, one cf the gaats was thrusy
10, and the door of the serpent’s cage sgaiw shut,
Tlhie, poociroat,es if instinctivelylaware af ail the
harrora of his wtuation, immediately began to
utter the most piercing and distressing cries,
butting instinctively at the same timo towards
the serpent in seli"defence. Tho serpent, which
at first appeared acarcely to notice the poor ani
wal, soon began to sur a hitle, and, turning bis
head towargs the gout, at lengtly fized his deadiy
aad malignant’eya upon the victim, 'w hose agony
and terfor seéined to increase; though he still
cogtinued huuir‘fgf at the serpent, who aow be.

samé sufficiently animated to prepare for the
Ve .

?1the animal, occupied about two hours and twenty

JSVENILE ENTERTAINER

banquet  He first darted aut hie {srked tonpue, |
and rearing his head a httle, <uddenly seized the,

'Rvont by the foreleg with hus tnouth, and throwing §

itn down instantly envircled the poor anunal !
lus hornid fulds.  “I'bts was so quickly done that
ovven the sye could nat follow the rapid convolu:
tion of the serpent’s body. It was not a regular
screw like turn that was furmed, but resembled
rather a knat, one part of the body ovurlaying
the other, asif to add weight to the musculur’
pressure, the more effectyally to crush lus prey.
He also continued to grasp with his mouth that |
part of the animal which he had first seized.,
The poar gaat n the mean tune continued its:
fecble and half sifled cries for some minutes,

but they soon became more and more famnt, and|

at last ot expired.  ‘The snnke, however, retain- |
ed it for a considerable timo in his grasp after it
was apparently motionless, aud at leagth began,
slowly and cautiously to_unfold lnmaulf, il the,
goat lull from his monstrous embrace, when he!
Legnn to prepare hinself for the feast. Placing
his mouth in front of the head of the dead animal,
he commeuced by licking over that part of the
goat; and then taking its mugzle into his mouth
(which had, and indeed always has, the appear.
anco of @ raw lacerated wound) he sucked it in,
as far as the horns would allow. The stoppage
here arose not se much from their extent as)
from their poiats, but in a very short time thej
were ulso sucked in,” and could be traced very
disttnctly on the outside, threataning every mo-
ment to portrude through the skin.  The vietim
v-as now swallov ed as (ar as the shoulders; and
i was an astonisliing sight Lo observe the extra-
ordinary action of the snake’s muscles when
stretched to such an unnsturai extent. When
his head and neck had no other appearance than
that of a serpent’s skin, stuffed ulmost to burst.
ing, still the working of the muscles were evi-
dent, and unabated; this scemed to be the effect
of a contractile muscular power, ussisted by two
rows of strong hooked teeth. With ali this he
must ba so formed as to be able to asuspead his
respiration for a time, for i is iinpossible to con-
ceive that the process of breathing could be car-
tied on while the mouth and'throst were so com-
pletely stuffed and expsnded by the body of tho
goat The whole operation of completely gorging

minutes: at the end of which time the tumefaction
ar swelling was confined to the middle part of the
hody or stomach, thy mouth and” throat having
resumed their natural size. The rephle now
coiled himselfup again, and leid quietly in his
usual torpid state for abeut three weeks or a
month, when his last meal uppearing to be com-
pletely dissolved, he was presented with another
goat,which he devoured with equal facity. Few
ofthose who witnessed bis first meal wished to be
present atihe second.

It is impossitle tobehold without the most
painful gensation, the anxiety and trepidation of
the harmless victun, or to observe the hideous
writhings of the serpent around his prey,and not
to imdgine what our own case would be i the
same dreadful situation Nor can we help
thankfully refiecting upon the goodness of Go '
to us, who has cast our happy lot in # country
where we are not as the Africans, Asiatics, and
South Americans are, exposed to the horrié ra-
vages of such insidieus and dresdful enemies.

— i -
. Method of Dalr«:ying Tigers.—In Persia and
the Netthern pacts of Hindssten, the follawing mnthod‘

of destroying tigers is said 1o ba common : & large se.
migphicrical cage is made of strong Bambonos, or othes

flicient materjals woven togethor, Lut Isaving inter-
vils throughout, ofabout thres ot fous inches broad.—
Under this cover, which is {avianed 10 the ground. by
ngans of pickels, 1 some place wheto Ligers sbound,

a man provided with two or thiee short atrong spears,

takes post at night.  Baing accompanied by a dog
whaeh gives the alarin, or by a goat, which by its agi-
tation answers the samo purpose, the adventuer wraps
himaajf up in his quilt, sl very compemdly goes 1o
sleep in full confidence of lus safety, When a tiges
comes, and perhapsaf’ sr smeiling all atouud, begins
to rear agamst the tage, tha man stabs him with one
of thie epoars through the interstices of the wicked
work, aud rately fars 1o kill the atumal, which is go.
nerally found dead at ho great distance in the morning.
—seloe-

The unfortunate Sir Waller Raleigh,in the height of
i prosperity, was oxceedingly e¢xtravagant, for wo
find that ho wore before her Majeaty, Queen Elnahety,
on & collar day at court, besides his sumptuous appares
as many pearls and precious stones on lus shoes, ¥»
were vulued at six thousund six hundred crowna,

POETRY.

HYMN FOR A CHILD.
Eecles. xii. 1.
O lonp! while lifs and L;ope are young,
And all are kind to mg ;
While #trains of ploasute prompt my tongue,
Let me remember thee ¢

Where'er my wayward jfootsteps tum,
Whate’er mine syes may see,

May 1 tb{ pow’t, thy love discera,
And, Lord, remember thee §

And when to aants cstate I gros,
Though rich, though great 1 be,
May all my feelings heav’nward flow,

And } remembar thee ¢

And oh ! when evil days shall fall,
And health and comfort flee,

*Midst sorrow’s cloud angd suff’ring’s thrall,
May I remember theo ! ’

And thus, till hie itself shall end
And I'm from sin set free,

Greator ! Fathor ! Guardian ! Friend
May I remembes thes !

THE TEST.
+¢ Good Master ! 1follow wherever thov leadest.”’—
Ah ! thoughtless evowal of bold resolve !
But show, for such hazard, what motive thou pleadest,
What future designs dost thy breast sevolve ?

Does novelty Inre [thea to share in the fertune
Of him on whom scorn cheds ber withering ray ?

Dpoes sympathy muldly thy fealings imporiuge,
“To szoxge the full gtuel‘i of thy Lorgonway ?

And know'st thou the fox a warm covert possesseat,
The birds of the heav™n a downy neat ;
While the Sen of the Highest, in all hw disiresses,
Hath no whete o shelior, o home of resi !

Canst thou faazlessly Jook on ths decp swelling ocean,
And equally smilo_on the rsying tide

Of popular wrath and hostile commotion,
Which fain in its gulfs thy Redeemer would hue?

Canst thou calmly recle on tbo;;vigbt‘l cheerless pil-
low, ‘ ’ :
While storms are awake o'er thy sheiterless head ®
And will not' thy heart dioop as low 23 the willow
To topore where the tempests of insult sptead |

Bethink thec, adventurer, reckon the stages
Of such a career , for the men who display

A work incomplety, are the jest of qll ager,
Their Iabor, & pastime for futeredoesy
Cornwall. ,



