
wvas bis tendency, perbaps characteristic of the Hebrew id, to
take a somewhat bard and dry view of a legal principle, over-
looking ats more delicate shades, and, in the interpretation Of
statutes or documents, to adhere too strictly to the letter, over-
looking the spirit. An eminent lavyer said, 'If ail judges bad
been like Jessel, there might have been nic equity. In that respect
many deemed hirn inferior to Lord Cairns, the greatest judge
among bis conteînporaries, wbo united to an almost equally 'vide
and accurate knowledge of t he Iaw a grasp of prînciples even more
broad and philosophical tban Jessel's wvas. Be this as it may, the
judgments of the 'Master of tbe Roils, wlîich fill so many- p;uges of
tbe recent Eng.lish Law Reports, are among the best that have
ever gone to build up the fabric of the English law. Excqpt on
two occasions, -vben be reserved judgment at tbe request cf bis
colleagues in tâe Court of Appeal, tbey were delivered on thu ýpjr
of the mome-it, aCter the conclusion of the arguments, or .1_ s0

muchof te aguments as bie ailowed counisci Lo delie u le

have ail the merits of carefully-considered -atterances, so clear and
direct in their stvle, so conciselv as wvel' as cogenth- a-rc: the
authorities discussed and the -rounds of iecis,*-,n stated. Flhe
bold and sweep)*iig character which oftcn belongs to themn imikes
them more instructive as %vell as more agrecable readini hn h

judginents of miost modern judges, xvhose commonest fault1 a
timidity v wich trie-i, to e-cape, by dvelliuîg on thc detail> of the
particular cas;e. fromi tic enunciation of a fleiite genleral print iple.
Positive and decinite Jcssel aiway> was. As lie put .àîmcf-
I nxay be wrong, but 1 vever have ans' doubt.-."

To this picture of Jessel one cannot hielp diiceriiini a 1ikencss
iii many respects of sorne of our own 'udges. Abilities andia<îce
mentsý "o remarkable we are comnpelled t(> admire, but it ~ aibe
unisafe to rccommlenld for imitation, in ail respects, thc îclns- ini
wlîich thîe% were cxhibitcd. A bcttcr model of judicial excellence
is to be founid, according to MmI. Brvce, in Lord Cairn s, ~vnlie
regards as the gTreatest judge of the \Tictorian cpoch and îicrhaps
oÇ the ii;-etee;îith century, and one of the five or six most brilli.uît
luminamies that have ever adorned the Englislî bcnch. \Ve quote
the following paragraphis:

"Hugb McCalmont Cairns, afterwards Earl Cajîns (born 1819,
died 1885), was onîe of three remarkable Scoto-lIrisbmen whom) dIe
north-east corner of Ulster gave to the Unitedi Kingdoin ini one
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