November, 1869.]

LAW JOURNAL,

[Vor V., N. 8.—281

\¥

DeatH oF tae CnanceLLor—TaE CouNTY JUDgEs' CRnunar Courts.

DIARY FOR NOVEMBER.
\

} Mon. 41 Saints.
ity S‘UN 24th Sunday afier Trinity.
“ Fri |, Examination of Law Sludents for Call to the
Bar,
b, Bat .. Exanination of Articled Clerks for Certificates
Y 8 of fitness. -
15 SUN. 25tk Sunday after Trinity.
1 Mon, Michaelmas Term hegins,
i Tues, Examination for Osgoode Hall Scholarships,
* Wed. Last day for service for County Court. Interim
Examination of Law Students and Articled
1 Clerks.

- Prid, Paper Day, Queen’s Bench. New Trial Day,
%, Comon Pleas,
- Bat,, Paper Day, Common Pleas. New Trial Day.

2 Queen’s Bench.

w SUN 261, Sunday after Trinity.

* Mon, Paper Day, Queen’s Bench. New Trial Day,
Y Common Pleas.

" Tues, Paper Day, Common FPleas. New Trial Day,

Queen's Bench,

. Paper Day, Queen’s Bench.
Common Pleas. Last day for setting down
and giving notice for re-hearing.

. Paper Day, Common Pleas.

Ti.. New Trial Day, Queen’s Bench,

.. Declare for County Court.

. 1st Sunday in Advent.

. Paper Day, Queen’s Bench.
Common Fleas.

. St. Andrew. Paper Day, Common Plens.

¥ Trial Day, Quecen’s Benel,

New Trial Day,

New Trial Day,

New

THE
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DEATH OF THE CHANCELLOR.

Itis with feelings of extreme regret that we
k:“' to record the death of Phillip Michael
0 tthew Scott Van Koughnet, Chancellor of

g Uario, at his residence in Toronto, on Sunday
§ ™ "th instant.

The Chancellor had been in bad health for
"p‘lle years, but none anticipated such a

*dy termination of his brilliant, though

% career. The blow was a sad one to his
u ;Y friends in private life, whilst the Bench

the public can ill spare the vigorous

g, SO much benefit in the west wing of
Y %00de Hall. We shall hereafter refer more
% ®agth to the life and services of the late
- Udgq

qnge Court of Error and Appeal will sit for
~ " "ISpatch of business on 8rd January, 1870.

‘ff':.’f\)rThe Toronto Winter Assizes have been fixed
iy, 10th January next. Mr. Justice Wil-
Will preside.

Sllect and well stored mind that presided

THE NEW LAW FOR THE MORE
SPEEDY TRIAL OF PERSONS
CHARGED WITH CRIME,

A short act passed in the last session of the
Parliament of Canada makes an important
change in respect to criminal procedure in the
case of persons committed to gaol charged
with crime. It is one of those gigantic strides
in legislation, the full bearing and extent of
which is not at first fully perceived, but when
brought into use, and its value seen, we all
are apt to wonder why it was not long before
placed on the statute book.

The statute, entitled *“ An Act for the more
speedy trial in certain cases of persons charged
with felonies and misdemeanors in the Pro-
vinces of Ontario and Quebec,” was introduced
in the House of Commons by the Hon, John
Sandfield Macdonald, Attorney-General for
this Province, in a brief, incisive speech, ex-
plaining the nature of the change, the objects
it was designed to accomplish and the evils it
was intended to remedy. 'The measure at-
tracted attention from all parties, and secured
universal favor and support. Intended by the
Premier of Ontario to apply only to the Pro-
vince of Ontario, leading lawyers and mem-
bers representing the views of the Government
in the Province of Quebec claimed that it
should be extended to that Province also, and
8o, finally, the act was passed.

Never was an act making so serious a change
passed with less objection. We are not sur-
prised at this, however, in respect to the Pro-
vince of Quebec, where the system of trial
by jury is not interlaced with its procedure
civil and criminal, as it is with us; nor
would the intrinsic merit of the proposition
explain its ready acceptance even in the Pro-
vince of Ontario, had not the public mind
been for some years tending, in a measure,
towards a more satisfactory, prompt and
economical mode for the decision of questions
of fact than trial by jury affords. Spurned at
first, then listened to coldly, finally adopted,
the partial disuse of trial by jury is now

.quite within the memory of the public men

of the day; but since the first considerable
inroad was made in that system, little or no
progress has been made. Our apathy, or, it
may be, our conservatism in legal matters
stood in the way of further material progress
until within the last few years, when modern
enlightenment and the clamor for economy

,



